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PaliHi Students Join National Walkout
By LAUREL BUSBY
Staff Writer

W

hile the focus of last week’s student walkout at Palisades High
centered on the victims of school
shootings, 15-year-old Aicha Traore walked
in memory of a survivor.
“There was a girl who lost her best friend”
last month in Florida, said Traore, who
clasped the hand of her own best friend,
Kamryn Strong, 15, as she walked up Bowdoin. “That really touched me. I’m just
marching for her.”
The two friends were part of a large, orderly crowd of students that left campus at
about 9:20 a.m. and walked up the hill on
Bowdoin. They soon spilled onto both sides
of the street and reached the top of the hill
before pausing. Dozens of students carried
signs ranging from “I Want 2 Feel Safe” to
“Arms Are For Hugging Not Shooting.”
When queried, the teens expressed varied
reasons for joining the protest. Ava Ruggiero, 14, sought “to create a safe commu(Continued on Page 9) Palisades High School students staged a walkout to commemorate and support students in Parkland, Florida.
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Matthew Rodman Is New Parade Leader
By SUE PASCOE
Editor

A

lphabet Street resident Matthew
Rodman told his 13-year-old son
Max that he had volunteered to take
over as president of PAPA (Palisades Americanism Parade Association).
Max immediately responded, “Dad, what
have you done?”
It was the same question the News asked
Rodman at the first 2018 PAPA meeting, held
at the American Legion hall on March 12.
“Because I don’t have enough to do,”
Rodman joked, adding “I would love to tell
you I’ve dreamed of being president of
PAPA my entire life, but . . .”
Then Rodman turned serious and explained that the dozens of residents who
volunteer on parade day every Fourth of
July play a vital role and routinely give up

Matthew Rodman.
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their holiday for the community.
“But many of the folks who have contributed their time for years are starting
to age out,” he said, “and it’s time for the
younger people to step in and help.”
For example, Sylvia and Jon Boyd, who

have been married for 67 years, have chaired
PAPA People (the group that organizes all
the volunteers on July 4) for 11 years. For
the past five years, Sylvia has made a plea
for someone to step up and take over her
role. No one has, yet.
Rodman, a real estate executive who previously volunteered for PAPA People (helping
with security), will have a variety of responsibilities as he oversees the 70th parade organized by PAPA. These include raising $150,000
for the parade, concert and fireworks, answering daily queries and emails, working on legal
issues with the City of Los Angeles, and dealing with last-minute changes and surprises.
Rodman is already a community activist,
having received a Community Council
Sparkplug Award last December for his successful campaign to reduce the number of
car trips to and from Paul Revere Middle
School, where his sons (Max and Spencer)
are students.
As an incoming parent three years ago,
Rodman met with assistant principal Tom
Iannucci (now principal) to find ways to
mitigate the traffic impact around the
school. At that time, there was only one
parent-sponsored bus, which originated at
Warner Elementary in Holmby Hills.
Rodman helped to expand this program
and now almost 400 students ride seven
parent-sponsored chartered buses to and
from school, saving nearly 800 daily round
trips by car. The school hopes to have 10

of these buses next school year.
In addition, Rodman worked with the
Big Blue Bus to create a bus stop directly in
front of the school. Altogether, about 200
students now ride daily on public transportation and 400 on private buses, which
means nearly one-third of Revere’s students
are no longer transported by cars.
On PAPA, Rodman succeeds Daphne
Gronich, who served as president the past
four years and is now the group’s treasurer
(Continued on Page 8)

Parade Theme
Deadline April 7
This will be the 70th Anniversary of the
Pacific Palisades Fourth of July Parade, and
PAPA (Palisades Americanism Parade Association) is once again asking residents to
submit a memorable parade theme.
Themes need to be short and winners are
usually five words or less. Last year, Shirley
Griffith won with “Palisades on Parade.”
Enter more than once if you can’t decide
which of your creative efforts is best.
Go to palisades4th.com and submit your
best idea(s) by April 7 at midnight. If your
theme is selected, you will be invited to ride
in the parade with select family and friends
atop a Station 69 fire truck, and the Palisades News will feature you in a story.
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PPBA’s Pancake
Breakfast a ‘Hit’
D

espite a few sprinkles, the 66th annual Pacific Palisades Baseball Association (PPBA) Pancake Breakfast on March 10 was another successful
community event, as players, coaches, family and residents gathered at the Palisades
Recreation Center.
Once again, the $5 breakfast was the best
deal in town and included pancakes, sausage, fresh fruit, coffee and juice. It was organized by Sara Dorband, whose son Max
is a Bronco Philly, and Natalie Iwanyk,
whose sons play for the Cubs: Dylan is a
Mustang and Charlie a Pinto.
Players recognized for selling the most
breakfast tickets were Ian and Finn Sullivan,
who received a week of baseball camp at
UCLA and Pepperdine; Conor Stutsman,
who will be a UCLA bat-boy; and Owen
Camacho, who won PPBA merchandise.
The event sponsors were UCLA Health
medical offices/clinics and Pearl Dragon
restaurant.
Umpires Jimmie Truscott, Stan Johnson,
Craig Outlaw, Dirk Robinson and Clyde
Seals were on hand to start the opening-day
games. Seals, 72, who has worked many
years in the Palisades, is retiring and will
become an umpire emeritus.
PPBA Commissioner Bob Benton introduced Matty Gottesman, who plays on the
Red Pony team, and noted “In all the history of PPBA this is the first boy to sing the

National Anthem.”
Co-Honorary Mayors Billy and Janice
Crystal threw out the first pitches. Janice,
who is a Yankee fan and was wearing a Yogi
Berra shirt, said “Even though we’re Yankee
fans, we’ll try to come down and cheer for
everyone.”
Billy joked, “I told Matty not to start [the
anthem] too high. That song is written for
a goose.”
He then described his one major league
at bat as a lead-off hitter for the Yankees in
2008. “I pulled a hamstring getting dressed,”
he said. “I struck out and immediately after
that retired.”
Janice was first to throw a pitch and it

Pacific Palisades baseball players rushed the field after a pancake breakfast and opening
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ceremonies.
was a strike, putting pressure on Billy, who ran to the four diamonds to try and get the
then also threw a strike.
first games in before the afternoon rains
After this traditional ceremony, teams cancelled the remaining games.

Gottesman Sings Anthem
Matty Gottesman, a talented young vocalist and baseball player, nailed
the National Anthem with a pleasant voice and a lovely rendition.
The Paul Revere eighth grader said he started to sing as a six-year-old,
while taking lessons with his piano teacher. He is currently recording his
first album, featuring pop songs he has been writing since he was 10.
This will be Gottesman’s seventh year in the PPBA, which includes playing
for the all-star team. His Pony coach is Josh Morrow and, in addition, the
lefty pitcher/batter also works out with private coach Rick Zeitlin.
“He’s really good,” Zeitlin told the News.
Gottesman was asked whether he was going to sing or play baseball when
he enters Palisades High School next year.
PPBA Commissioner Bob Benton introduces anthem
“Both!” he said.
His parents are Rick and Eve, and his brother Daniel is a senior at PaliHi. singer Matty Gottesman.Photo: Lesly Hall Photography

Teamwork Rehabilitates an LAUSD Library

S

ince last summer, the Pacific Palisades
Rotary Club has been raising money
for Weigand Elementary’s school library. The LAUSD school, located near
Watts Tower, not only needed books, but
had a library that needed rehabilitating.
Through Access Books, a nonprofit that
works with inner-city school libraries, Rotarians committed to raising $24,000 to add
books and help with the library makeover.
Rotarians began a “Just Ask” campaign,
inviting Palisadians to contribute, and attended the town’s Sunday farmers market
many times to raise awareness.
On March 10, a work project at the
school was set and even though the club
was still about $2,000 short, members
trekked to Watts at 8 a.m.
Unknown to the Rotarians, Palisadians
Zach Davidson and his sister Sophie had
been collecting books from friends and
family for the past six months.
Zach, a ninth grader at Palisades High
School, gathered books as part of his Troop
223 Eagle Scout Project. He also built a
book cart and tabletop book shelves.
At her Bat Mitzvah at Kehillat Israel in
December, Sophie asked for book contri-

Rotarian Jim Hahn, Eagle Scout candidate Zach Davidson, Girl Scout Sophia Davidson,
Rotarians Holly Davis, Michelle Cowell and Marka Midwin worked together to restore
Photo: Sarah Bowman
an inner-city school library. Kneeling is Brett Bjornson.
butions as her Mitzvah (good deed) project and worked on this project for her Girl
Scout (Troop 12805) Silver Award.
Early March 8, Zach and his dad Randall
borrowed a friend’s truck and drove the
nearly 1,800 books they collected to Wei-

gand Elementary.
On March 10, when five Rotary members arrived at the school, their task seemed
overwhelming because multiple tables were
stacked with books.
However, Rotarian Brett Bjornson said,

“Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts suddenly arrived about 9 a.m. and it was like the troops
had arrived.” The extra “manpower” was
exactly what was needed.
The library was painted with a colorful
mural and the books were organized by
grade level, stamped and bar coded, as the
approximately 50 volunteers worked steadily until about 1 p.m.
“I picked this project because I wanted
to help kids in other communities, who
don’t have as many resources to achieve in
school,” Zach Davidson said, noting that
it was also fun to work with families from
Weigand Elementary. “The more books kids
read, the better they do in the classroom.”
Sophie’s favorite part of the day “was
painting the colorful mural in the library.”
The Paul Revere student said her favorite
books growing up were “Shel Silverstein
poetry” and she still reads his books often.
“We were able to buy four new copies of
Silverstein’s Lafcadio: The Lion Who Shot
Back for Weigand.”
“This was a very rewarding service project,”
said Bjornson, whose favorite part of the day
was “organizing books for children to read.”
Visit: accessbooks.net
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Paul Revere’s Library Lacks a Librarian
By LAURA ABRUSCATO
Contributing Writer

P

aul Revere’s annual book fair is being
held in the school’s library this week.
For some of the middle school’s 2,100
students, this may be the first time in a while
that they have visited the campus library.
The last full-time librarian at the school,
Christina Berke, was hired in November
2014 by a school search committee. She
produced a library newsletter and oversaw
an active library, teaching online research
techniques and elective lessons on primary
sources, while also sponsoring reading contests. She left in June 2015 to attend an MFA
program for creative writing in New York.
The position was not restaffed, due to
budget constraints, according to Principal
Tom Iannucci, who says funds are being
used to hire more teachers and reduce class
sizes, which are priorities of the school’s
administration.
Staffing the librarian position, who
would also be a credentialed teacher, comes
down to how much money is allotted to
non-classroom positions, says Iannucci.
“We are funding a lot of extra teaching positions to lower class sizes.”
Currently, eighth grade history teacher
Faiza Makhani works at the library after
school, sixth grade English teacher Jon
Bachman is there during lunch and retired

Paul Revere’s library houses over 16,000 titles.
English teacher and substitute teacher
Charles Ryan volunteers frequently during
nutrition. This enables students to use the
facility during those times, as school rules
require a credentialed teacher to be there.
This is not an unusual situation in the
L.A. school district. According to an
LAUSD spokeswoman, only 36 out of 81
middle schools have a teacher-librarian—
a credentialed teacher who also has a master’s in library science.
“It would be great if every school had a
designated librarian,” says Makhani, who
is the only teacher authorized to check out
books. “We do our best to make sure the
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kids feel they have a library to come to.”
Between classes, students come to do
homework, play board games and check
out mostly fiction titles.
“I’ve been a teacher for almost 13 years,
and the other schools I worked at didn’t
have a functioning library,” says Makhani,
who is in her fifth year teaching at Revere.
“This one is used.”
Parent library liaison Liz Camfiord, whose
daughter is an eighth grader, and also held
the position from 2010-13 when her son
attended Revere, at which time Sandy Mills
was the full-time librarian.
“It’s a beautiful space,” says Camfiord,

who works as a library marketing manager
for Penguin Random House. “We were so
lucky to have a full-time librarian.”
She adds, “A trained librarian can really
nurture reading for pleasure. When I talk
to authors, they tell me, ‘Librarians helped
me get through troubled times.’ There’s a
relationship between a librarian and a kid.”
Camfiord used $1,500 raised through
the parent organization PRIDE last year to
order new fiction books and says the library
now needs non-fiction books, such as biographies, history and geography titles, as
the current collection is outdated. Parents
can purchase titles on the library’s wish list
during the book fair this week and donate
them to the collection.
However, according to Camfiord, without a librarian, books have to be processed
by the district to enter circulation, which
can take as long as three months.
Camfiord is grateful for the teachers who
help in the library and the core group of
parent volunteers who assist with signage,
displays, organizing, keeping the library in
order and cleaning to supplement the work
of the maintenance staff. Nearby Diesel
Books has also assisted with book donations.
However, with students spending their free
time on phones and other electronic devices,
“we need to combat that with someone who
can nurture them as readers,” says Camfiord.
“Now more than ever we need librarians.”
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City Halts Hampden
Place Construction
By SUE PASCOE
Editor

C

onstruction on two houses along
Hampden Place, a street on the edge
of Potrero Canyon, was initially
halted on January 17 for failing to have an
erosion-control plan in place. Plastic sheeting and sandbags were placed on the prop-

Rustic Egg Hunt
And Crafters Fair
Rustic Canyon Recreation Center continues a longstanding tradition with its
Spring Egg Hunt and Crafters Fair from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, on March 31,
at 601 Latimer Rd. The event is free and for
all ages—and leashed dogs are welcome.
There will be games, egg hunts, arts and
crafts, prizes, a moon bounce, candy shopping and a food truck. The egg hunt will
start promptly at noon in three locations—
for three age groups.
If you are interested in participating in
the Rustic Crafters Fair, please email rusticcanyon.rc@lacity.org for a registration
form or information.

erty, but no further activity was noted.
Now, construction is stopped because
according to a March 6 letter posted on the
fence of 712 and 714 Hampden Place, permits were issued in error and there is an
intent to revoke the building permit.
Located off Swarthmore, one-way Hampden loops from just south of Village School,
overlooks Patterson Place homes and
Potrero Canyon, and returns to Swarthmore.
According to Building and Safety, one
home, at 712 Hampden Place, is permitted
for 4,279 sq. ft with a 420-sq.-ft. attached
garage, and the second at 724 is permitted
for 7,485 sq. ft. with a 400-sq.-ft. garage. Both
projects are permitted for swimming pools.
Property owner Ali Pourmola was notified that his property, which is in the R1
zone, in a designated hillside area, is subject
to the baseline hillside ordinance. The City
had three issues with the plans:
1. LAMC Section 12.21.C10(a) a front
yard setback of 20 feet or 20 percent of the
lot depth is required for the main building.
The prevailing front yard setback in the
plans was incorrect.
2. LAMC Section 12.21.C.10.(a).(11).(ii)
states that lots fronting on a substandard
street—elevated stairways, porches, plat-

Trees and vegetation were removed, leaving the slope prone to slides.
forms and landing places shall not project
into the front yard. This project had an elevated platform/fill area and parking area
in the front yard, which is not allowed.
3. LAMC Section 91.7006.7.5 requires a
haul route if more than 1,000 cubic yards of
soil is removed from a grading site. “Based
on accurate verification of the grading
amounts, it appears that the actual export
is more than 1,000 cubic yards and the
projects require a Haul Route approval,” according to the notice to stop construction.
Last summer, neighbors had contacted
the City of L.A. asking why there was no haul
route hearing because the total dirt to be
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excavated was more than 1,000 cubic yards.
Pourmola’s hired expediter, Steven Somers, told his client that the L.A. Department
of Building and Safety determined that a
haul route would be required. But a way
to circumvent a hearing and haul route
approval (which generally take about nine
months) would be to sell the property.
Subsequently, Pourmola gave one of the
lots to Fahad Vakil.
At an October meeting arranged by
Councilman Mike Bonin’s District Director
Debbie Dyner-Harris, neighbors argued that
there should have been a haul-route hearing.
It appears the City now agrees.
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New Name Needed?
If the new town going up on Swarthmore is PALISADES VILLAGE, what is
the rest of our town which we so lovingly
refer to as “the village.” And where we have
a Village Green, and used to have a Village
Store and a Village Pharmacy, we still have
the Alma Real building with a sign in front
that says “Palisades Village Center.” Can’t
we find another name for the new project?

Give Meaningful Help
I hope your story, “How to Help Keep
Homeless on the Street,” reaches the people it should. People don’t realize that what
they think is help just prolongs individuals
like Margaret getting the help they need.
Otherwise, fast forward 20 years, she is still
living in her car. How is that help?

Interesting Perspective
Great picture of the Caruso construction site on the front of the March 7 issue.
That’s a view we don’t usually see. Hope
you do another as they progress.

VIEWPOINT

Article on Enabling
Some of my business friends thought
your story about the homeless and those
who enable them was far too nice. Numerous business owners have nothing but
complaints about what they’ve had to
endure over the years dealing with Margaret—using their business phones, taking complimentary food and following
customers around at different stores. I
wonder how long Caruso would tolerate
her following people in his Village?

The Mystery ‘Community’
Every time a Caruso representative
speaks, he/she points out that “we listened
to the community” or the “community
wanted this.” Who are the community?
Local neighbors on Monument? Tenants?
Chamber members? A committee? Where
is all of this communicating taking place
and how can I be part of it?

Increased Homelessness
In every state where pot has been legalized, they have also seen an increase in
homelessness. Does anyone know if a
study has been done to see if there’s cause
and effect? If it’s true, homelessness is only
going to get worse in California.

Take Down the Signs
Signs were put up all over town and
along Temescal Canyon Road, advertising
a Wild West event for Purim. I don’t mind
if organizations put signs up, but they were
still up a week after the event was over.
The signs then become urban clutter.
———————
If you’d like to share something you’ve
“heard about town,” please email it to
spascoe@palisadesnews.com

Does the Council Want to Hear?
By JOSH and ERIC PREVEN
Special to the Palisades News
(Editor’s note: This report first appeared on
CityWatch and was modified by the Prevens for
the Palisades News.)

T

Brown Act says that if an opportunity for
public comment is given at a committee
meeting, then the Council doesn’t have to
hear public comment at the regular meeting.
Sometimes the reason for the bad news is that
the Council has decided—during the meeting—
to “continue” the agenda item to another date.
That means they’ve decided not to address the
issue that day but rather at a future meeting.
Other times the reason for denial of public
comment is that the item was “already approved,”
as a result of Council President Wesson taking
up the issue in the first few seconds of the
meeting, even if the item appears near the end
of the published agenda.
In every one of these cases, Council President
Wesson can easily make it possible for these
Angelenos to make their comments. Yet he
rarely does that.
Even for the lucky ones who make it up to the
podium to say their piece there is disappointment.
They will find many of the Councilmembers—
often as many as half or more—are missing or
engaged in side conversations or, as happened
recently, holding a press conference.
It’s heartbreaking. It’s wrong.
Last year, on a motion by Paul Krekorian,
the amount of time afforded to those who have
journeyed down to City Hall to address their
representatives was cut in half.
How much time did that leave? Five minutes?
Three minutes?
No, the answer is one . . . a single minute.

he vast majority of Angelenos who show
up at L.A. City Council meetings to
address their representatives have never
been there before. They come from every
corner of the city, from every age group, and
for different purposes, but there’s one thing
they all have in common—genuine, heartfelt
passion about their reason for coming.
Without such feeling, these Angelenos would
never find the impetus to take time off from or
risk losing their jobs, might not find a caretaker
for their young kids, or (if frail) might never
venture out into the unfamiliar and frightening
web of buses and subways.
The expectations these people have when they
attend a City Council meeting vary as much as
their reasons for coming. Many have no idea
what will happen when they take those fateful
few steps up to the public comment podium
once the agenda item for which they’ve traveled
all this way to speak with their representatives
is called by the Council President.
What none of them expect (but which happens
at least half of the time) is that they won’t be
allowed to address the Council at all.
Sometimes the bad news is delivered politely
by the Sergeant-at-Arms, sometimes curtly, but
the effect is devastating nonetheless.
(In June Eric Preven and his brother Joshua,
And the reasons they are turned away? Most a Palisadian, won the LA Press Club award for
frequently, the cause is that the agenda item
Online Political Commentary. They can be
was already “taken up in committee”—and the reached at ThePrevenReport@gmail.com.)

Thought to Ponder
“Honesty is the first
chapter in the book of
wisdom.”
― Thomas Jefferson
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EDITORIAL

Beach Curfew and the Coastal Commission

V

ery few Pacific Palisades residents who have
been following the beach curfew issue want to
see the current midnight-to-5 a.m. curfew lifted
at five Los Angeles beaches, including Will Rogers.
Once residents heard the proposed idea in October,
many of them publicly registered their displeasure. People
spoke about the possibility of increased crime, gang
activity and illegal camping. It seemed as if the 2,600
public emails, letters and phone calls against opening
the beaches 24/7 would make this “stupid” idea go away.
No. Probably not.
Here’s why.
The California Coastal Commission, established in
1972, was made permanent through the Legislature with
the California Coastal Act of 1976. Chapter 3 of that act
mandates the protection of public access to public trust
lands, wet sand and ocean.
When the City of Los Angeles passed the beach curfew
ordinance in 1988, it did not seek permission from the Coastal
Commission. Then in 1994, Coastal Commissioners received
a document titled “Proposed Guidance on Actions Limiting
Public Access to Beaches and State Waters (Beach Curfews).”
This document stated that the Coastal Act, with narrow
exceptions, clearly confers jurisdiction on the
Commission over any action by any party, including a
local government, that affects public access to beaches.
The guidelines in the document said that citizens
should be allowed to use the beach all hours of the night
for fishing, swimming, scuba diving, walking and jogging,
socializing around a ground fire, camping, boat launching

and surfing. “Their legal right to do so should only be
curtailed in very narrow and compelling circumstances.”
The report acknowledged safety concerns but stated
there had to be credible evidence to close a beach and
that alternatives, such as increased police patrols,
neighborhood watch programs, lighting and prohibitions
on consumption of alcohol, should be used instead.
Starting in 2010, letters went back and forth between
the Coastal Commission and the City of Los Angeles
for more than a year. The CC told the City it needed a
permit to close its beaches, the City disagreed.
In April 2014, Coastal reminded the City it still didn’t
have a permit for its curfew.
That October, City Councilman Mike Bonin (whose
district includes the beaches in Venice and Pacific Palisades) made a motion that the Department of Recreation and Parks, LAPD and the Coastal Commission
work together and that a pilot program be implemented at Dockweiler Beach and Will Rogers.
Before that could happen, Francesca de la Rosa and
Jataun Valentine filed a lawsuit against the City for its refusal
to obtain a Coastal Development Permit for its curfew.
In a June 2017 ruling, Los Angeles Superior Court Judge
Susan Bryant-Deason agreed that the City needed Coastal
Commission approval. In response, the L.A. City Council
passed a motion directing the Department of Rec and
Parks to seek and obtain a Coastal Development Permit.
A City hearing was held in October and residents who
attended said, “Don’t lift the curfew.”
About a month ago, word leaked out that a proposal

for obtaining the permit might be to allow 24/7 access to
the wet sand at Will Rogers Beach (at Temescal), Venice
Beach (1 Washington Boulevard), Dockweiler State Beach
(Playa Del Rey) and Cabrillo Beach (San Pedro) in lieu of
opening the entire 14-mile stretch of Los Angeles beaches.
But what about fears of crime and the impact of allowing
transients to camp on these five 24/7 beaches? These are
important issues at Will Rogers and of major concern
to the Pacific Palisades Task Force on Homelessness.
Coastal’s 1994 Guidelines document stated, “Although
it is not necessary to cite a list of statistics, a reasonable
evidentiary basis is needed to establish the justification
for the action limiting public access. The findings should
also include a discussion of what alternatives to the
prohibitions were considered and why they were not
implemented. (Visit: lafla.org/wp-content/uploads/
2017/09/Valentine-Complaint.pdf)
A 2010 Pasadena Star-News story (“Coastal Commission
Questions Legality of Beach Curfews”) noted: “A check
of South Bay communities showed local ordinances that
either did not address beach curfews, or only applied to
minors as an extension of city curfew laws.
“Manhattan Beach does have a beach curfew from midnight to 6 a.m., City Attorney Robert Wadden said, but it only
prohibits using a beach in a manner that is not ‘law-abiding.’”
In Santa Monica, although bathrooms and parking lots
are closed, beaches remain open all night.
If Coastal Commissioners follow their mandate, L.A.
beaches may be opened in some fashion 24/7, no matter
how loud residents in Pacific Palisades cry “No!”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
I can only hope that the PPTFH meeting on March 19 Again, we have failed homeless women.
will be helpful and actually shed some light on both the
3.) The numbers of homeless women are on the rise.
I am writing in response to your March article
issues of enabling and on the plight of homeless women And they are single, and they are older. Like Margaret.
headlined “How to Help Keep Homeless on the Streets.”
and their specific needs and experiences.
Your lack of compassion for Margaret’s humanity is
What I read instead is an article horrifying for its lack of
Heather Jones startling. Your article seems to imply that Margaret had
compassion, filled with gossip, that completely defames
an easy solution at her fingertips. The truth is that the
a vulnerable and real human being who has been a part
Facts about Homeless Women
social systems have failed people like her, but our beloved
of our community for over 20 years.
Your article, “How to Help Keep Homeless on the
community
of Pacific Palisades has held her up and for
Your lack of understanding and lack of investigation Streets,” offended me deeply. How would you feel if you
that
I
am
very
proud.
about women and homelessness, the scarcity of resources were picked apart in a heartless newspaper article the
The
Pacific
Palisades
Task Force on Homelessness has
and safe shelter options available to homeless women, and way you just did to Margaret? She is not less than you.
done
a
masterful
job
getting
services and housing for most
the specific issues regarding women and homelessness is Margaret is a part of our community.
of
the
homeless
folks
in
our
community, but there are
astounding. I wish you had spent time researching these
I attended a lunch panel today on “Women and
some
people
like
Margaret
who
may be more complicated,
things instead of interviewing people who remember
Homelessness” at St. Joseph Center in Venice in which I more vulnerable, and more difficult to place into housing.
isolated incidents with Margaret over a 20-year period. learned a few facts you may have neglected to consider:
Father Gregory Boyle of Homeboy Industry says, “There
How on earth is this possibly helpful to anyone? It
1.) Over 90% of homeless women in L.A. have
are
no monsters. There isn’t anyone who doesn’t belong.
would appear that at no time did you put yourself into experienced trauma. The Department of Mental Health
We
belong to each other. Absolutely nothing will change
Margaret’s shoes. How would you feel if someone wrote currently has no psychiatric services that deal with trauma;
until
that is the air that we breathe.”
an article like that about you?
their service model is more focused on schizophrenia,
You
can pretend you wrote an article about the dangers
We don’t know, and we don’t have a right to know
bipolar disorder and other issues. With the passage of
of
“enabling”
homeless people, but what you wrote was
Margaret’s story. She has a right to dignity and respect Measure H, they are just beginning to look at how to add
an
article
relieving
people of any guilt for being cruel.
and compassion and to not be the target of hearsay and trauma psych services. That means that we, as a city, have
Enabling
is
an
important
and tricky discussion to have with
malicious gossip in a newspaper.
failed over 90% of the homeless women in our midst.
(Continued on Page 8)
There are appropriate ways to help the homeless and
2.) According to the panel I heard today, temporary
homeless women in particular. I am both disgusted and shelters and permanent supportive housing for women
Palisades News welcomes all letters, which may be emailed to
very sad that a newspaper in my community printed
are very, very scarce. We have not done a good job of
letters@palisadesnews.com. Please include a name, address
and telephone number so we may reach you. Letters do not
such a mean-spirited and unhelpful article about a real creating safe spaces to access services. We have also done
necessarily reflect the viewpoint of the Palisades News.
poorly at providing safe shelter for traumatized women.
problem that involves real human beings.

Lack of Compassion for Homeless
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Letters

a letter informing the City of our new position, in a
timely manner.
For a restatement of the above, I refer you to the
attached
letter I sent to the other paper (in an attempt to
(Continued from Page 7)
clarify
an
inaccurate letter sent to them last week), as
regard to homeless people, and it is a discussion that should
well
as
the
community-wide e-blast sent to our 3,000always prioritize compassion, respect, alternatives and
member
distribution
list, both of which contain an
solutions. Your article was damaging rather than helpful.
accurate
restatement
of
what has transpired, and what
(For example, why not suggest that people give money to
unfold,
with
respect to the eldercare matter.
promises
to
local social-services agencies that deal with homeless issues
Maryam Zar
rather than give money directly to homeless people?) There
was no need to single out Margaret in order to be mean.
Youth and Government Donations
We are a compassionate community, and we will not
I saw the letter from Thomas Schramm in your
accept your effort to try and create demons among us.
February
21 issue, making a plea for donations for the
Jocelyn Cortese
Youth and Government program. I wanted to give you a
heads-up. Thomas, although a Youth and Government
Highlands Letter Was Incorrect
delegate, is not part of the Palisades program.
(Editor’s Note: The following letter was sent to the
Although the Cal YMCA (the organization that governs
Palisades News from Community Council President Maryam Y&G/MUN programs) is important, the dollars donated
Zar regarding Robert Flick’s letter in our March 1 issue.) to it do not stay in the Palisades as they would if those
I am told, though I haven’t read it yet myself, that you monies were donated directly to the Palisades Y. Please
assert, in a letter to the News, that “PPCC itself” voted to consider donating to the local Youth and Government
reconsider the Highlands eldercare matter. As I am almost program at: ymcala.org/pmgive.
certain you are aware, the PPCC has done no such thing.
Jim Kirtley,
The PPCC Land Use Committee, in a tie vote which I
Executive Director
broke, decided to rehear the matter from a Coastal
Palisades-Malibu YMCA
Commission lens, and if after their review they vote to
send a different conclusion than the last to the PPCC, then
Love Bob Vickrey’s Columns
the PPCC Board will agendise the matter for review. If
(Editor’s note: Our award-winning columnist is also
the LUC does not change its position after the meeting on published in the Waco Tribune. A letter regarding his recent
March 1, the matter will not be referred to the PPCC Board. column for both papers—titled “Newspapers Connect in
If the LUC does change its position on the matter, the Civilized Fashion” in the News—is reprinted here with
PPCC Board will take it up on April 12, at our regularly permission from Bill Whitaker, editor of the Waco Tribune.)
scheduled public board meeting. If the Board of the PPCC
For the past year I’ve made it a practice to read the
votes in a manner that is different from the position we local paper each day. I receive the Waco Tribune-Herald
have already made known to the City, we will then issue on my driveway. I know I may be the exception to the

Rodman
(Continued from Page 1)
and an advisor to Rodman.
Already he has plans to develop a single
website that includes the Will Rogers Run,
the parade and the concert/fireworks. People
will be able to visit this site to register, volunteer and find information about the various
day-long activities. (Visit Palisades4th.com)
Rodman is looking for novel ideas, suggestions and help. Already, somebody has
proposed that any couple married 70 years
or longer can ride in the parade.
More floats are sought (they’re easy to
make; look for tips in a future issue). The
idea is to offer a prize, such as a pizza party
in town, for the winning organization or

neighborhood.
If you have ideas how to help or add to
the day and are willing to follow through,
or would just like to contribute money,
please visit Palisades4th.com.
“No day belongs to the community more
than this one,” Rodman said. “I have friends
and neighbors who travel, but they make
sure they’re back here for the Fourth.”
By stepping up and volunteering, Rodman is hoping that others will follow his
example, “so that the grandparents who are
working the parade will be working side by
side with their kids, their grandkids and
their neighbors.”
Rodman and wife Rene, who heads fundraising efforts at Paul Revere, have lived in
Pacific Palisades for more than 20 years.

NEXT ISSUE: WEDNESDAY, April 5, 2018
Send us your comments and suggestions to
spascoe@palisadesnews.com

Get Your Advertising in Place Now!
Contact Luke Fair: (310) 990-5063 • lukefair@mac.com
Grace: (310) 454-7383 • gghiney@gmail.com

THANK-YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS!
Please patronize them, and tell them
you saw their ad in the News!
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rule, unfolding, opening and perusing print and ink
right around sunrise each day. I’m not a senior citizen,
but I’m not young, either. I am 38 years old.
It has been said that newspapers are going the way of
the dodo. I hope not. I found myself agreeing with the
thrust of Bob Vickrey’s January 28 Trib column, “Decline
of Daily Newspapers Explains National Turmoil.” Mr.
Vickrey is right: Newspapers are a better source of
information than what appears before us in a social-media
feed. Journalists, at their best, are servants of the public
good. They offer news. Sometimes they give commentary
or opinion. In a good newspaper, there is a place for both.
Newspapermen and -women keep us informed, make
us think, give us something to debate, to kick around
and even to act upon. Good editorial boards set before
the citizenry a range of views that will sharpen public
discourse. They give us the chance to exercise the
democratic value of reasoned debate and impassioned
argument with one another, helping us to bridge
differences. And excellent local papers do their best to
represent the full range of the citizenry, reminding us that
we have a responsibility to live together, work together and
partner together to build a healthy, vibrant community.
Mr. Vickrey writes, “Through the years, newspapers
have contributed in elevating the quality of our lives by
informing and entertaining us—and reminding us of
our common connections and fundamental humanity.”
Publishing a newspaper is an act of neighborliness. So
is reading the newspaper. Take up and read, and support
those who serve us through the crafting of words, the
structuring of sentences and the composition of good
prose that delights, informs and challenges us to be
better human beings. So sharpened, perhaps we can be
a better community, too.
Benjamin A. Simpson,
Waco, Texas
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Walkout
(Continued from Page 1)
nity” and “raise awareness” while Brinley
Szott, 15, wanted to show solidarity with the
students in Florida, “so they know the
whole country feels the same way they do.”
For some, gun control was the focus. For
example, Shaday Diaz, 18, and Brandon
Ramirez, 18, created a sign that said “Guns
Don’t Die, Children Do.”
“This quote really spoke to us,” Diaz said.
“It’s true. We need gun control. We need
guns to not be used to kill more children.”
Students were clearly concerned about the
issue because even after the walkout was over
and a break period started, hundreds of them
gathered on the quad to hear student speakers, who read obituaries about each of the 17
shooting victims at Parkland High School.
After this tribute, the students listened to
an array of speakers from local government,
including Community Council President
Maryam Zar and L.A. City Councilman
Mike Bonin.
Many students also paused to read the
obituaries taped to 17 desks in the quad,
each decorated with a flower, to commemorate the lives lost.
Teddy Suisman, 16, and his friends, Eli
Manheim, 15, and Maximo Speiser, 16,
quietly moved from desk to desk reading
the obituaries and looking at the accompanying photos. “I could have known these
kids,” Suisman said. “The lives that their
deaths affected are countless.”
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Eliana Feinstein, 14, chose to participate
because “I think it’s important to say even
though we’re young, we still value these issues.”
Her twin sister, Renata, said she was
heartened by the Parkland survivors’ vocal
and effective activism, which spurred
Florida to enhance its gun control. “The
students were able to do something.”

Students from campus organizations like
Justice League, which is an umbrella group
of multiple activism-oriented student clubs
like the Human Rights Watch Student Task
Force, plus student leadership organized
the protest, which was supported by the
faculty and administrators.
A key student organizer, Hallie McRae,

15, said, “We really want to stand with the
students nationwide, make a change and
push for safer schools.”
The quad had a large voter registration table with both paper forms and five Chromebooks for pre-registering online. McRae
later told the News, “About 200 students
pre-registered on paper and ‘a ton’ online.”

Palisadians to Star
In Curious George

L

exie Palmer and Tess Hubbard star in the upcoming
production of Curious George: The Golden Meatball at
the Morgan-Wixson Theater in Santa Monica.
The two Palisadians, who live on the same street, have known
each other since second grade and have performed in eight shows
together for Theatre Palisades Youth and the Morgan-Wixson,
which includes Flat Stanley, Honk, Jr., Seussical and A Winter’s Tale.
Lexie, the daughter of Lara Schrader and Bill Palmer, is a sixth
grader at Calvary Christian School and she enjoys theater, tap
dancing, rock climbing, drawing and crafts.
Tess, the daughter of Lindsay and Nathan Hubbard, attended Palisades Elementary and is now a sixth grader at The Archer School
for Girls. In addition to performing, Tess loves to play the piano.
One of Lexie’s favorite aspects of performing before young
audiences is “I like showing them what kids can do. I love the
energy they give to us because it makes us energized as well,
which makes the show better.”
Lexie and Tess love this current show, because both are familiar
with the Curious George books, by Margret and H.A. Rey, that
were first published in 1941 and tell the tales of the curious
monkey who always seems to get in trouble.
This play revolves around All-You-Can-Eat Meatball Day.

Lexie Palmer (left) and Tess Hubbard perform in Curious George.
Curious George, who is friends with Chef Pisghetti, helps him
cook meatballs for an expected crowd that never comes.
Something is keeping them away. Yes, it is the dreaded
Phinneas T. Lightspeed and his Meatballs O’Matic machine.
In order to help the chef, George enters him in a world-famous
meatball competition. With guidance from his friend, The
Man in the Yellow Hat, George’s adventures take him to Rome
and The Golden Meatball Contest.
The show runs Saturdays and Sundays at 11 a.m. from March
31 through April 15. Adult tickets are $12 and children 12 and
under are $10. Visit: morgan-wixson.org, phone: (310) 828-7519
or email mwtboxoffice@gmail.com.
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Representatives from 25 different nonprofits located in or serving Pacific Palisades received grants from the Palisades Woman’s Club.
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Photo: Bart Bartholomew

Woman’s Club Hands Out $16,000
T

he happiest place in Southern California on March 6 wasn’t Disneyland, but rather the Pacific Palisades
Woman’s Club, where grant recipients
shared $30,000 that will be used for worthwhile causes.
Representatives of the 25 community and
charitable organizations that were recipients
of the grants first were treated a spectacular
display of desserts that included cupcakes,
bars and cookies, before receiving checks.
Woman’s Club president Cathi Ruddy welcomed everyone and said, “I am in awe of the
many people who volunteer and contribute
to making Pacific Palisades a better community and by hearing their ideas and the results
of their efforts. It is a privilege to support you.”
Grant committee chairperson Joanna
Curtis explained that once grants were received, they were reviewed and presented to
the board. The general membership voted
on the amounts given each applicant.
“I was truly inspired by each organization
both in reading their applications and their
presentations at Grant Night,” said Curtis.
“I love how the members of the Woman’s
Club came together to raise money to support our local community through 25 projects that touch the lives of every Palisadian.”

a projector to use for their programs, which
take place the fourth Tuesday of the month.
Bob Harter and Erich Haas accepted for
the Pali Community Center Committee
and money will be used for the bocce
courts. The Park Advisory Board needs to
raise $200,000 before they can receive a
$400,000 grant from the American Legion.
The Palisades Americanism Parade Association, represented by outgoing president Daphne Gronich, incoming president
Matt Rodman and board member Rich
Wilken, accepted the check. “This will pay
for youth activities at the fireworks,” Wilken
said. “This is the 70th anniversary of the parade, the 40th anniversary of the fireworks
and the 10th anniversary of the concert.
We greatly appreciate your support.”
Jim Kirtley, Executive Director of the
Palisades-Malibu YMCA, said “We have a
new teen fitness program that gives them
free training. It’s a big undertaking, but this
[check] will help out.”
Allegra Clegg, owner of Westside School
of Ballet, said that every year the school treats
about 2,000 kids, including about 1,000 kids
from the inner city, to see The Nutcracker Ballet Suite. “This [money] will help with a new
backdrop,” Clegg, a Palisades resident, said.
Roberta Donohue, a member of the
Will Rogers Ranch Foundation, said “This
nonprofit is dedicated to keeping Will
Rogers’ memory alive. This money will be
used towards restoring the barn.”
Harter and Haas accepted a check for Your
Palisades Park Improvement Corporation.
“The preschool room needs refurbishing,”
Haas said, calling the program the bestkept hidden secret in the Palisades. “If we wait
on the City it could take another 20 years.”

ARTS and RECREATION:
David Williams accepted for the Chamber of Commerce and said funds would be
used for the annual Holiday Ho!Ho!Ho!
“This has been going on for at least 50 years
and we need to keep it going.”
Andrew Frew and Williams accepted for
Movies in the Park, which will start its 15th
year and is free to all residents. They explained
it costs $11,000 just to host one movie and
noted “The Woman’s Club has kept us going.”
Annette Alexakis said the Pacific Palisades COMMUNITY AND CHARITABLE:
Art Association will use the money to buy
District Executive for Crescent Bay Josh

Bryan accepted the grant for the Boy Scouts
of America. “The lodge at Camp Josepho
is an awesome landmark,” he said. “We’ll
use this to refurbish the doors.”
Accepting for Cub Scout Pack 223 was
Charles Curtis. “Thank you to the PPWC,” he

said.“This will be used for a visit from the reptile family, which will include ‘hissing’ cockroaches and a hundred-year-old tortoise.”
Kevin McNulty and Chris Baca represented Meals on Wheels and not not only
(Continued on Page 11)

March 21, 2018

Page 11

Palisades News

Woman’s Club
(Continued from Page 10)
thanked the Woman’s Club for the grant,
but also for their volunteer efforts in delivering meals. “A big shout-out,” McNulty
said. “These women put the ‘boots on the
ground’ and deliver to their neighbors in
the Palisades.”
The Pacific Palisades Task Force on
Homelessnesss/OPCC grant was accepted
by Doug McCormick, Barbara Overland and
Sharon Browning. They expressed thanks
and said that there were initially 65 encampments in the Palisades and as people
moved out it was imperative to clean them
out, in an effort to prevent others from moving in. There are 20 encampments left to be
cleaned out and the grant will help pay for it.
Palisades Alliance for Seniors, which
started three years ago as a way of offering
seniors lecture/meetings, and companionship, has now become a nonprofit. According to one of the founders, Karen Stigler,
the money will be used to try a new idea—
a buffet luncheon in April.
Ceilia Bernstein, a longtime Palisadian
and director of development at the Westside Family Health Center, said, “This will
help us fund reproductive health services.”

Elementary, the money will be used for
teaching kids how to garden and about nutrition. At Marquez the money will be
used to support music classes in first and
second grade.
At Paul Revere, the money will be used
to support the fourth annual student film
festival. (Visit: PaulRevereMS.com)
St. Matthew’s Parish School will use the
money for the Lucas Scholar Program, which
will bring underserved students to the campus in the summer for a five-day program.
Better Angels works with underserved
students at Palisades High School, offering
them free standardized SAT test prep.
BEAUTIFICATION:
Malibu Orchid Society president Birute
Ann Vileisis said “Orchids bring beauty to
your life.” The club meets in the Woman’s
Club the third Tuesday of every month and
its big fundraiser will be on March 20. The
grant will help fund that event.
Palisades Garden Club president Diane
Goldberg said that its grant will help them

Spring EGGstravaganza Set for March 31 at Park

The annual spring EGGstravaganza will
be held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday,
March 31, at the Palisades Recreation Center, 851 Alma Real. The egg hunt will be
held at noon for toddlers to 12 year olds at
EDUCATION:
The local elementary public schools will different locations in the park. Please bring
use the funds for programs that the district your own basket.
There will be a moon bounces, arts and
does not support. At Canyon and Palisades

Excellence in Real Estate

PE

PEKAR/ELLIS
R E A L

update the landscaping around the Pierson
Playhouse. “Theatre Palisades is a wonderful cultural asset, which opened 30 years
ago,” Goldberg said and reminded everyone that the club’s annual garden tour will
be on April 22.
Accepting for Palisades Beautiful were
Barbara Marinachi and Christine Doty.
That money will go towards the school
garden at Palisades Academy (alternative
school below the PaliHi stadium).
Marge and Bob Gold accepted for the
Village Green, which is a private pocket
park off Sunset Boulevard and Swarthmore
Avenue. The park receives no city funding
or public funding. “This money will be used
to take care of the pear trees,” Marge said.
The Woman’s Club, which is also in the
process of renovating its 63-year-old clubhouse, raises the majority of its grant money
through its annual Home Tour and Holiday
Boutique. The Club also sponsors the Palisades Halloween Window Painting Contest, the town’s 90th Birthday party, a town
rummage sale and a free influenza clinic.

E S T A T E

G R O U P

310.496.5955 | www.pekarellis.com

    

 

crafts, face painting, petting zoo and other
entertainment. Look for a special guest appearance by the Easter Bunny. Food trucks
will be available for an additional cost.
Additionally, food trucks and other vendors will be available during the event. Call
(310) 454-1412 or email: palisades.rc@lacity.org.

Matthew Kadenacy.

Photo: Bart Bartholomew

Drone Master, Age 11
In our March 7 issue, we published a
striking aerial shot of the entire Caruso
construction project on the front page.
Matthew Kadenacy, a St. Matthew’s student, was the photographer.
News photographer Bart Bartholomew
introduced Kadenacy to us in February. “I
met a kid last night who can fly a drone like
Mario Andretti drives a race car,” he said.
In order to get the photo, Bartholomew
and Kadenacy’s mother accompanied the
11-year-old to the roof of CVS (below Sunset, a block from Caruso’s Palisades Village).
“We kept the drone on an outside perimeter (never over) Caruso’s project. We
stayed above power lines and landed safely
on the roof of CVS,” Bartholomew said.
“Matthew is a wizard. This is his fifth drone.
He flies it like Chuck Yeager.”
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Carrie Scott, 60; Mom, Wife, Friend
C

arrie Beth Lutin Scott, who turned
60 on January 15, passed away at
her Pacific Palisades home in the
early morning March 14. It was where she
wanted to be, surrounded by her family,
looking out her window as the rising sun
spread its light across the canyon.
Carrie grew up in Encino and often told
the story of how Michael Jackson’s family
lived around the corner, and how she met
Ringo Starr at a neighborhood party.
She attended Birmingham High School,
graduating a semester early in 1976, and
started immediately at UC Santa Barbara.
Carrie transferred to the University of Colorado Boulder, where she graduated in 1980
with a bachelor’s degree in communications.
During her junior year she wanted to
do a semester at sea. Carrie asked her father
if he would pay for it. He replied, “How
much would that cost?”
“Around $9,000,” she said. Her father
told her she’d have to earn it herself. Carrie
went on Hollywood Squares and won not
only $15,000, but also a car and trailer! She
then went back to her father and negotiated
extra spending money for the trip.
Her negotiating skills served her well in
her 20 years of selling advertising space for
the automotive industry. Her first year she
was the top salesperson out of a 120-nationwide sales team.

Carrie Scott
Carrie’s husband Michael describes their
relationship as a“great love affair.” Both in
their late twenties and living in Southern
California, they were on the same bus in
Washington, D.C., in the spring of 1985.
Carrie and her mother were there to lobby
for a Jewish mission, and Michael was going
to attend a wedding.
Carrie spotted him, got out of her seat
and walked towards him. Michael looked
up from his newspaper and saw a girl in a
bright blue dress heading his way. He remembered thinking, “Oh boy, here comes
trouble!” They were engaged three months
later and married on June 21, 1986.
They enjoyed traveling to faraway places

and honeymooned in Papua New Guinea,
where they spent their time in the Southern
Highlands with the Huli Wig Men, an indigenous tribe of the Hela Province.
The couple moved to a house on Chautauqua Boulevard in Pacific Palisades in
1991, which was soon filled with three children. Carrie was the kind of mother who
made sure their home was always an open
door to pool parties, cookouts on the barbecue and pizza oven, birthday parties,
prom parties, Boy and Girl Scouts, fundraisers, Friday night Shabbat and Sunday
night neighborhood dinners.
Carrie was active in the community: she
was involved in Kehillat Israel’s early childhood development program, served on the
Southern California board of Birthright Israel
Foundation, the board of the University of
Colorado, Boulder Parent Fund and chaired
the United Jewish Fund Automotive Division.
Another beneficiary of her energy was
Canyon Charter Elementary, where she organized the Cinco de Mayo Fiesta, pledge
drives, magazine drives, beautification efforts and served as a room mother.
She was always the first to volunteer to
drive field trips and as her children went on
to attend Archer, St. Matthew’s and Carlthorp, and then to high school at HarvardWestlake and Palisades Charter High School,
Carrie supported sports teams, musical pro-

ductions and arts programs.
There was nothing Carrie liked better
than nurturing her existing friendships and
making new ones. As their children became
young adults, she and Michael moved to
Alma Real Drive, into a home they built
that was specially designed for entertaining
and enjoying friends and family.
In the past few years, Carrie made new
friends through paddle tennis at the Bel-Air
Bay Club, and won a Mahjong tournament
a week before her passing.
On Wednesdays, she could be found stuffing and stitching Dollies as a founding member of Dollies Making A Difference. Carrie
was an avid skier, scuba diver, tennis and
paddle tennis player, hiker, photographer
and traveler.
Her life ended way too soon and we will
miss her laughter and big smile. In our
hearts she will remain our vibrant, slightly
irreverent, fun-loving, fiercely loyal, persistent, generous and beautiful friend.
Carrie leaves behind her beloved husband
of 32 years, Michael Scott, and their three
children Rachel, Zachary and Shoshanna,
as well as her parents Evy and Martin Lutin,
and her sister Robin Lutin.
Donations in Carrie’s name may be made
to a charitable foundation: “Team Carrie—
Carrie Strong Foundation” at the following
link: https://givebox.com//1154.
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Palisadian Doherty: Premiere Restaurateur
By LAUREL BUSBY
Staff Writer

A

s a 15-year-old Palisades High
School student, Brett Doherty took
his first job in the kitchen of Seafood Broiler in Brentwood. Almost 40 years
later, he still enjoys working in the restaurant business, only now he operates Killer
Shrimp in Marina Del Rey and various
other restaurants through his firm, The
Hospitality Collective.
“I grew up in the heyday of the restaurant
business,” said Doherty, a native of Pacific
Palisades, where he still lives. “Restaurants
were booming. I loved the hands-on aspect
of being a restaurateur. I just loved the business from taking the order” to cooking the
meal and managing the restaurant.
That love was noticed by his early employers, who quickly promoted him into
management. Harry Lewis, both a family
friend and a founder/owner of Hamburger
Hamlet, was a particular mentor. Doherty
began working for Lewis on his 21st birthday at the suggestion of his father, Bill.

house . . . It was restaurant ownership 101.”
A few years later, Mr. Lewis sold the
Hamlets, but also opened Kate Mantilini in
Beverly Hills with Doherty taking charge
in his first general manager position when
he was about 25 years old. This began a period for Doherty of expanding his knowledge and skills, not only at Kate Mantilini,
but through several successive positions.
He next transitioned to the challenge of
running multiple restaurants for Mission
Tortilla, which owned several restaurants
in the San Fernando Valley. He then moved
onto opening new restaurants for Outback
Steakhouse, which had just expanded from
its initial territory in Florida to Virginia.
“Every six weeks, we would open a new
restaurant,” Doherty said. “I got a really
great taste of expansion—how to open
restaurants and train a new staff.”
After two years, Doherty returned to Los
Angeles as director of operations of the
Brett Doherty at his Killer Shrimp restaurant.
Photo: Lesly Hall Photography
Chaya restaurants, where he learned about
“Mr. Lewis was one of the last great rest- Japanese/French fusion cuisine and JapanLewis taught Doherty how to welcome
and connect with customers, something he aurateurs,” Doherty said. “He was very out- ese management techniques. Then he joined
going, and I learned about the front of the
(Continued on Page 14)
still strives to do at Killer Shrimp.

Leasing vs Selling in Pacific Palisades
By MICHAEL EDLEN
Special to the Palisades News

O

ur team handles many leases and I
am often asked to advise about the
pros and cons of leasing a home
versus selling it. Many people ask what the
process is for leasing in Pacific Palisades and
what are the owner’s responsibilities.
It is interesting to note that the Palisades
lease market is similar in a few ways to the
home sales market.
The number of local owners who decide
to lease is nearly the same as those who sell,
about 20 per month. The inventory level
is similar, with less than a 3-month supply
of homes for sale or lease, and it may take
about 1.5 months to get a contract signed.
Another similarity is that even in a strong
seller’s and leaser’s market, 20-25% of those
listed do not succeed.
The median Palisades leased price for the
last year has been $7,900 per month. The
current range of leases available through
the MLS is $3,000-$50,000 per month, with
the median being $12,000.
In some situations where it does not matter to an owner whether they lease or sell the
property, we have provided dual marketing.
In this way the marketplace can help
determine whether the home will be sold
or leased, or occasionally leased with either an option to purchase or an actual
lease-purchase program. As there are

many complicating issues when marketing in this manner, it is highly advisable
to select an agent who has had experience
dealing with such combinations.
The owners of a leased home will almost
always continue to have all of the maintenance responsibilities as well as property
taxes, and monthly fees if in a homeowner’s
association.
Most often the owner pays for landscape
and pool maintenance. Unlike many commercial leases, tenants generally pay for
only their own utilities in a home.
Some owners prefer to handle the managing of their own property, others will ask
a neighbor or nearby friend to watch over
the property for them, and some prefer engaging a professional property manager to
be responsible.
An alternative some clients have used is
to provide an annual home warranty plan.
With this arrangement, in case of some
home repair needed, the tenant calls an 800
number and the warranty company sends
a repairman out.
Typically, the repairman receives a service fee of $70, and their company covers
additional costs of repair or replacement
of whatever was needed in most cases.
Of course, there are exclusions from coverage, but most things that ordinarily might
need attention are within the scope of the
policy, subject to the exclusion of some
parts or components.

We know of a few different companies
who provide such coverage. Some owners
offer to reimburse the tenant for payment
of the service fee while others have as a condition for leasing that the tenant is responsible for minor costs such as the service fee.
Although there are often some variations
in services provided by agents, it is our policy to do full marketing for all of our leases,
include personal showings by appointment
in nearly all cases, and request the leasing
agents get us tenant applications and credit
reports so our clients can make initial informed decisions.
We usually suggest a letter of intent from
the leasing agent, so the owners are able to
respond more quickly to proposed terms
and conditions before a full contract is
drafted. Most of our leases include a twomonth security deposit, held by the owner
until the tenant vacates, to provide protection against damages that are beyond normal living usage of the home.
The fees for leasing are generally in the
range of 6-8%, or often higher in cases of
short-term rentals. The listing broker
compensates the leasing broker as part of
that fee, as it will be noted in the multiple
listing service.
We usually have the tenants provide
three cashier checks before taking the listing
off the market: one to each Broker involved
as their compensation, and the balance to
the owner.

Typically, there is additional compensation due to the Broker(s) if the tenant extends or renews the lease.
If an owner is planning to move from
their home permanently, there are many
issues to be considered in deciding whether
to sell or lease. Many of these relate to cash
flow, taxable events, advance financial planning and family emotional ties.
It is highly advisable in such cases for the
families to meet with a seasoned real estate
agent and to consult with their family financial and tax advisor before deciding which
direction is the best one in their case.
My practice for many years has been to
offer consultations on such situations, and
there is never any obligation or charge for
that service.
If an owner intends to return to their
home after some extended period of travel
or living elsewhere for his/her occupation
or other temporary purposes, then leasing
would usually be the preferred alternative
to make. In this case, even though the property would not be made available for purchase, there are several safety actions that
legally must be done before turning it over
to a tenant.
(Michael Edlen has counseled hundreds of
homeowners about the various alternatives
and pros and cons regarding leasing or selling
and can be reached at (310) 230-7373 or
Michael@TheEdlenTeam.com)
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Doherty
(Continued from Page 13)
the Patina Restaurant Group in 2000, eventually becoming the vice president of operations and development.
“This was by far my most exciting experience,” said Doherty, who opened 20
restaurants during this tenure. “I oversaw
at one time or another every aspect of the
company, including catering, structures
and events.”
When the company was sold in 2007,
Doherty formed The Hospitality Collective,
which helps varied restaurants, including
those that are struggling, to succeed. One
of his first endeavors was Killer Shrimp.
He partnered with the owner to rebrand
the place, which first opened in 1988 with
one dish.
That dish, Killer Shrimp “Original,” which
features half a pound of shrimp in a spicy

long-simmered sauce with French bread, is
still a big seller, but the menu now features
dozens of items, including Killer Shrimp
Roll ($17), Ahi Tuna Poke Bowl ($17) and
Killer Paella ($25).
A second 24-hour companion restaurant
at the same address, Killer Café, offers
breakfast options (mostly $10-15) plus varied soups, salads, sandwiches and entrees
ranging from $6 for a small clam chowder
to $40 for Surf n’ Turf.
“I probably eat at Killer Shrimp six days
a week,” said Doherty who starts most days
there at 4:30 a.m. at his office and goes
home around 8 p.m.
Each day he most treasures the “interaction with the guests. It’s my favorite time.
The business aspects can be trying and difficult, especially in California. What keeps
me intrigued is the interaction with the
guests and staff, who I try to help with their
dreams outside the restaurant world.”
Doherty, whose wife, Lisa, is the retired

Play On! Opens April 6
Theatre Palisades’ second show of the
season is Play On! by Rick Abbot, which
opens April 6. The farce centers around an
opening night of Murder Most Foul, but the
cast has yet to make it through one rehearsal, and the playwright keeps rewriting the
script. This is a fast and funny backstage
comedy appropriate for the entire family.
Directed by Sherry Coon, the cast features Michael Bernstein (Henry), Lauren
Chapman (Violet), Richard Conolly (Saul),
Bella Dixon (Smitty), Ria Parody Erlich

(Aggie), Sue Hardie (Louise), Keely O’Sullivan (Smitty), Cindy Pearl (Phyllis), Catherine “Cat” Rahm (Gerry), Marina Tidwell
(Polly) and Robert Watson (Billy).
The show opens Friday, April 6 and runs
through Sunday, May 13. Performances are
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and on Sunday at 2 p.m. at the Pierson Playhouse, 941
Temescal Canyon Rd. Tickets are $20 for
adults and $18 for seniors and students.
There is free parking. Call (310) 454-1970
or visit theatrepalisades.org.

Murder Mystery to be
Held at Woman’s Club
The Pacific Palisades Woman’s Club invites the community to a fundraiser, a
Prom Murder Mystery and buffet dinner at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 14.
The setting is a 1957 high school prom dance and then . . . a murder. Who in
the room is the killer and why?
Guests are encouraged to wear prom clothes to the event, which will be held at
the Woman’s Club, 901 Haverford Ave. Tickets are $75 per person, and proceeds
will support the ongoing renovations of the Clubhouse. Call: (310) 454-9012
for tickets. Space is limited.

director of development at John Thomas
Dye School, has also come full circle by rescuing the last existing Hamburger Hamlet
location in Sherman Oaks, which was in
bankruptcy four years ago.
The location, which opened in 1961,
“was close to being gone forever,” Doherty
said. As a child, “it was the place that you
went to once a week with your family.
Hamburger Hamlets were pioneers of the
gourmet hamburger. . . . Reviving and saving a memory like that was a special opportunity that I couldn’t pass up.”

JUMBLE SOLUTION

March 21, 2018

Tax Cuts, Jobs
Act Explained
The Pacific Palisades Republican Club
will present an informational, non-partisan
program on “Tax Cuts and Jobs Act” (the
law just passed by Congress) at 7:30 p.m. on
Thursday, March 22, at the Pacific Palisades
Woman’s Club, 901 Haverford Ave.
A panel discussion and presentation on
the new tax law will be led by tax attorney
Megan Jones and senior tax manager
Thomas Ohlgren. A question and answer
session will follow the presentation. The
event is free to the public and parking is
free in the upper parking lot (23 spaces)
and lower lot (22 spaces).
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PaliHi Students Start Virtual Businesses
By SUE PASCOE
Editor

P

alisades High School’s Virtual Enterprise business class hosted a “trade”
show on February 27 in Mercer Hall.
Two student-developed businesses, School
Brew and Moda Apparel, had items on
display.
Students sold coffee and T-shirts and
held a raffle of several basket items. They
also plan to go door-to-door or set up a
booth at the Sunday farmers’ market on
campus to sell See’s candy and Popcorn Factory products. The goal is to raise money
for travel expenses to attend a national
competition in New York City in April.
Senior Amanda Thompson said the elective class, held periods two and four, is not
like a regular class with the “teacher telling
us what to do for step one, step two.”
Virtually, the students are given seed money and then have to create a business and figure out the cost of running it, including paying salaries, building costs and utility bills.
“We get a lot of freedom to figure it out,”
said Thompson, who explained that the
class develops a business and each student
has a job—in her case, creating the website.
Junior Leah Radow, the CEO of School
Brew, said the virtual business of selling
coffee to students on campus came about
because of an observation.

shirts and hoodies.
“There’s no class like this at Pali,” said
Nobel, who with his twin brother Allen—on
the School Brew team—won gold medals for
salesmanship at the recent state competition
in Bakersfield. “This allows us to become
young entrepreneurs, develop business skills
and learn teamwork in a business setting.”
Sophomore Dava Hand, who won gold
for her elevator pitch at the L.A. Tradeshow
in Pasadena in February, said that when she
enrolled in the business class she thought
it would be just a regular class, but instead
“this has given me the opportunity to see
what actually running a business is like.”
Exactly what is an elevator pitch? For
those who have watched the television
show Shark Tank, the concept is the same.
(Left to right) Members of the School Brew team are Javin Janger, Darleen Hernandez, Hand had just a minute to convince judges
to invest in Moda Apparel. Even though
Angel Zavala, Jennifer Ramirez, Sophia Navarro and an unidentified girl.
she had prepared a speech, she believes her
“We asked people why they were late for you want in your cup,” Radow said, “and a presence helped her win.
class and noticed that many of them had month’s subscription to the service would
“Judges said I sold them on me and that’s
coffee in their hands,” said Radow, who not- be $46.50.”
what pitches should be,” Hand said.
Interestingly, the Village Starbucks store
ed that with heavy class loads and late-night
Visit: modapchs.wixsite.com/moda.
studying, many students need to start the gave them complimentary coffee to sell for
the show—since it was a virtual business.
day with java.
The class priced coffee at Starbucks and Visit: schoolbrewcoffee.wixsite.com.
Senior Dylan Nobel, who is on the Moda
realized if they sold coffee on campus, via
little tubes (that look like mini-test tubes), Apparel team, said all of the artwork for the
people could add their own water and only company comes from Pali art students.
The team was selling a Unity T-Shirt, other
pay $1.50 for a large coffee (venti).
“You can custom the amount of coffee
Caruso announced on March 13 that an
Amazon Books storefront will open in Palisades Village.
“Books are in our DNA at Amazon and
There will be a pre-launch popup at the we are thrilled to be bringing Amazon
new Caffe Luxxe shop at 15200 Sunset Blvd. Books to Palisades Village—in an area that
(in the Chase Bank building) from 9 a.m. we know is full of readers,” said Cameron
to noon this Saturday, March 24, when a Janes, vice president of Amazon Books.
group of business owners sponsor a “Bake “We’ve applied more than twenty years of
and Gather.”
experience as a customer-focused, online
Look for Caffee Luxxe hand-crafted es- retailer to build a store that integrates the
presso beverages; Sweet Laurel Bakery benefits of offline and online shopping.”
brownies and cake (dairy, grain and refinedIronically, the beloved Palisades Village
sugar free); and Milo and Olive pastries. Books, which Katie O’Laughlin opened on
With every donation, customers will receive July 4, 1997 on Swarthmore and closed on
a card good for a free drink once the Pali- June 30, 2011, was a casualty of Amazon.
sades Caffe Luxxe is open.
Developer Rick Caruso has said that space
Donations will support the EmpowHer in his project is now 80 percent leased and
Institute and TIME’S UP.
opening day will be September 22.

Amazon Books
Will Open in
Palisades Village

New Caffe Luxxe to
Host Saturday Event

CAN A REVERSE MORTGAGE
WORK FOR YOU?

   
  
 
SENIOR
FUNDING
ADVISORS

CALL
LESTER WOOD
310.454.2255

CA Bureau of Real Estate
Broker Lic. #01492275
NMLS Mortgage Lic. #322311
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Pitcher Jasmine Pelayo-Najar hurls the ball in a win over Hamilton.

Photo: Lesly Hall Photography

Milly Acevedo speeds to first in their season-opening blowout.

Photo: Lesly Hall Photography

Softball Could Repeat as League Champs
By LAUREL BUSBY
Staff Writer

J

ust like last year, PaliHi softball coach
Tori Dario expects the team to start
slow but end strong.
The main reason is that their first full
practice couldn’t take place until the day before the first preseason game. The team instead first held short practices at the Palisades
Recreation Center, as other teams had dibs
on the football field, which is where the team
eventually holds both practices and games.
Because of the lack of field space, “the
season usually starts out a little rough, and
once we’ve got a few games under our belt,
we do all right,” said Dario, who is starting
her fourth year as head coach.
Last year, although the team racked up
some losses in the preseason, they won the
Western League and earned the number
one seed in the city Division II playoffs,
where they reached the semifinals.
“They all stepped up last year, especially
in the playoffs,” Dario said. This year, “Talentwise we have it. We have to put it all together.”
Due to last year’s strong showing, this
season the team, along with fellow Western
League teams Venice and Hamilton, has
been moved from Division II to Division I.
The playoff structure has also been changed,
so that every Division I team is guaranteed
a spot in the playoffs in the open division
with the top 8 teams playing in a separate
Division I playoff.
“It’s nice to know right now, ‘Hey, we’re
going to make playoffs,’” Dario said.
Their preseason again featured the expected early losses, including 5-1 against
Culver City on March 6, 9-7 versus Lincoln
on March 8, 6-1 against Sylmar on March
10, and 7-2 versus Pacifica also on March 10.
However, in the season opener against

Hamilton on March 12, Pali came out
swinging, beating its rival 11-1. Both hitting
and pitching were strong and included a
homer and four RBIs from senior first baseman Cienna Henry Milton plus two doubles and four RBIs from senior infielder
Milly Acevedo.
Senior pitcher Jasmine Pelayo-Najar also
only gave up only one unearned run in the
game, and Dario said the rest of her pitching rotation, including junior Gabriella
Weiner, senior Talia Hunter and freshman
Molly Tenenbaum, is just as strong.
“It’s nice to have the options and to know

they each have different strengths,” Dario
said, noting that her job is to choose “which
girls to pitch in which situation to go with
their strengths.”
In addition, she noted the team includes
a total of eight seniors, including utility
Calia Hunter, catcher/infielder Sasha Vanley, infielder Giselle Murillo and outfielder
Samahni Squalls. Juniors include catcher
Alyce Segal, infielder/outfielder Malaysia
Kelley and shortstop Alyssa Wallin, while
freshman catcher Erin Boutwell rounds
out the team.
She noted that overall the team is a “great

group of girls. . . . They love each other.
They’re all friends.” In addition, “we’ve got
a lot of really smart girls.” As the season
continues, Dario seeks to focus the team’s
attention on their fielding in particular.
“My number one goal is to play as clean
of a defensive game as possible,” she said.
“Even if you’re struggling at the plate, the
goal is to keep your team in the game by
playing clean, solid defense.”
The team also played Fairfax on March
19 after this issue went to press. They next
travel to Westchester on April 3 and host
LACES on April 5, both at 3 p.m.

Pali’s Topputo
Takes Second
In Tournament

P

alisades High School wrestler Lily
Topputo took second in the 132pound division at the USA Folkstyle state wrestling tournament in Fresno
on March 10.
Coach Aldo Juliano said the freshman
pinned her first two opponents, both in the
first period, and that included the wrestler
that prevented her from going to state.
(Only the first two girls advanced and
Topputo was third.)
“There were 32 in the bracket,” Juliano
said. “The girl who beat her [at USA Folkstyle] has been wrestling since fifth grade.”
This is Topputo’s first year of wrestling
and she was one of three girls on the PaliHi
girls team, that also included senior Asley
Osorio and freshman Savanah Newell.
There are 14 weight classes for girls and

PaliHi wrestler Lily Topputo took second at the USA Folkstyle tournament.
Juliano said if he could get 10 girls out for
wrestling, there would be stipend for a girls’
coach and the girls would have their own
team wrestling time.
According to Juliano, now that the high
school season is over, this is the time for
students to try out for the sport. He invites

all high school students of both sexes to
stop by seventh period and speak to him.
He says wrestling promotes strength,
agility, quick reaction time and rapid decision
making. He said he will have students coming
in from Revere next year, but he’s also looking
for students for the heavier weight classes.
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Baseball Opens League This Week
H

the ball and then decide if it’s in the strike
zone and whether to swing, all within seconds. “Hitting is timing and pitching is
messing with the timing,” Voelkel said.
“Good hitters can make the adjustment.”
Last year Pali finished second in league
behind Venice. Voelkel feels that LACES
might be the toughest team to beat this
year. “They’re returning 9-10 guys,” he said.
“You can never count out Venice. They have
been a two-time league champ, but graduated most of their starting players.” He
noted that Westchester is always tough because of the athletic ability at that school.
League started with a game against
Hamilton at home on March 19, and travel
to Hamilton on March 21. The rained-out
game against Granada Hills was rescheduled for March 20. Over spring break, the
Dolphins journey to the Lions Tournament
Coach Mike Voelkel with team captains (left to right) Benjie Taylor, Josh Barzilari and in San Diego, with games scheduled against
Jacob Kalt before a recent practice at Palisades High.
Carlsbad, Montgomery (San Diego) and
Once the ball leaves the pitcher’s hand, Desert Oasis (Las Vegas). League play reKirschner, Cord Vanley and juniors Jared
Brecher and Lucas Bruan.
the player picks up the ball with his eyes sumes on April 3 with a 6 p.m. game at
“But we’re kind of struggling with hitting and needs to access the speed and spin of home against University.
right now,” Voelkel said, noting the team’s
overall average was .248. “It’s about comfort
and confidence. Timing is about 90 percent
of the hitting in a game.”
He gave the News a quick tutorial on
timing, as the JV was playing Culver City
on March 9, which they lost 8-7.
Two wrestlers from Palisades High
School were asked to join the California
wrestling team for the ORCA Duals against
Oregon and Washington wrestlers in Ashland, Oregon, on March 10. The triple
DAN
dual between senior all-star teams saw
KANAN
California won the men’s competition.
Senior Hamzah Al-Saudi, who made
General
PaliHi history by being the first wrestler
Contractor
to medal at state (195-pounds) this year,
and Joseph Velado (170), who was second
in the City, both aided in the victory.
Velado beat Luke Schults (Oregon) in a
fall 1:27. Hamzah beat Janus Jackson
Building Dreams Since 1989
(Oregon) by decision 8-2 and lost to Jar310
CUSTOM HOMES REMODELS
rad Dixon (Washington) 8-4.
Al-Saudi and Velado were also PaliHi
kananconstruction.com
BONDED–INSURED • ST. LIC. NO. 554451
co-captains this year, along with Jake Car- Hamzah Al-Saudi and Joseph Velado
penter and Chance Chapman.
helped California win the ORCA title.

ead baseball coach Mike Voelkel’s
Dolphins are 6-4 after starting
preseason play on February 17
with a 2-1 win against Taft.
They defeated Brentwood 6-0 on March
5 and beat Taft 3-1 two days later. They
were leading Granada Hills 6-2 on March
14 but were rained out in the bottom of
the third.
“We’ve got some good talent this year,”
said Voelkel, who has three sons, including
one who played for the Atlanta Braves. “We
have a good nucleus and some juniors,
who have above-average baseball skills.
“The kids are grounded in an all-around
fashion,” he said, and noted that in addition
to baseball, his players also are strong academically and will once again be vying to
be City Section champs with the highestgrade point average.
The 18-player roster includes three seniors, four sophomores, with the majority of
the players juniors.
He has four returning varsity players this
year seniors Jacob Kalt (shortstop), Josh
Barzilai (pitcher) and Benji Taylor (catcher)
and junior Will Coquillard (pitcher, first
baseman).
Pitching should be strong this year. “We
have good depth, we’re seven, eight deep,”
Voelkel said, which includes lefty junior
Kent Johnson and also sophomores Miles

KANAN
CONSTRUCTION

•





PaliHi Wrestlers Named to
All-Star California Team
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HONESTY • INTEGRITY • PROFESSIONAL WORKMANSHIP

• Re-piping Specialists • Sewer, All-Drain Cleaning • Earthquake Shut-off Valves
• Repair Work • Sprinkler Systems • Installation of Sub Meters & Tankless Water Heaters

16626 Marquez Ave.

email: PalPlum1@aol.com

(310) 454-5548

Ray Church, owner
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Swimmers Seek More Records, Titles
L

ast May, the News reported that the
Palisades High swim teams were so
fast that “it wasn’t a question of winning at City finals, but rather how many
City records the swimmers would break
(five) and how many would qualify for the
state meet in Clovis (20).”
This year Coach Maggie Nance has 110
swimmers/divers and isn’t sure how many
records will fall, but she feels that both
teams have the depth and talent to easily
repeat as City Section champs.
“We just graduated some powerful boys,
the [Greg, Jon and Alex] Havertons, Kian
[Brouwer] and Hunter [Loncar],” Nance
said. “But, it opens up the lineup for the
next tier of kids.”
She has seven senior boys, including Roy
Yoo, Lucas Lacy, Sammy Speiser, Tevin Pak,
William Cho, J.J. Chang, Taylor Torgerson
and Jonas Sauter. “These guys are super
fast,” Nance said.
At last year’s City finals, Yoo was part of
the 200-yard freestyle team that set a City
record (1:25.23), and also won the 100-yard
freestyle (46.68) and took second in the 50
free. Lacy was part of the medley team that
also set a new record (1:35.68).
This year’s team captains are Sautter,
Chang and Torgerson.
Nance said she also has younger swimmers, many of them sophomores, who will

Seggelke One
Of Pali’s Best

D

ora Seggelke had tried soccer. She
was also a gymnast and good: there
was even mention of putting her
on the national team.
But by the time she was in sixth grade at
Paul Revere Middle School, she was done
with sports.
Her mom had other ideas because she
wanted her daughter to do some physical
activity.
So Dora tried swimming. “Most of my
friends were swimming,” she said and joined
Team Santa Monica. “I wasn’t expecting to
enter competitions.”
Her coach had other plans, and Dora
was soon entered in a short course meet.
She placed.
By the time she was in seventh grade, the
coach was speaking to her about her potential, and her swim schedule increased to
every day and sometimes doubles.
She has since switched to Westside Aquatics, where she continues to swim during the
year. After winning the 200- and 500freestyle at City finals last year, and doing
well in competitive meets in the Southland,
Dora was pursued by several colleges, but
this fall she chose UC Santa Barbara.
Her favorite subject last year was biology,
but this year physics is her favorite subject.

Freshman Maya Salvitti works on her two-and-half in a tuck position.
be contesting individual spots with excellent times. They include Andrew Planting,
Chris Pederson and Daniel Yin.
In addition, “Theo [Trask] is a great kid
and a great addition to the team,” the coach
said. Trask, a junior, was a star on this year’s
water polo team.
Nance praised her girls team for their

cooperation and the way they support
one another.
“We have seniors Meredith Haaker, Neve
Rose, Elena Saab and Maxine Graves,”
Nance said. “All are really fast and none are
swimming club.”
Sophomores Darby Green and Sophia
Wlodek, who swam varsity as freshmen
and helped set a City medley team record
(1:47.44), return this year, along with another
member of that team, senior Dora Seggelke.

Seggelke won the 200-yard (1:54.29) and
500-freestyle (5.01.44) in the City finals and
is favored to repeat. Teammate Grace Winter was second in that event last year as a
sophomore.
Serving as co-captain with Rose, Seggelke has committed to UC Santa Barbara
for swimming.
There are 12 divers this year, eight girls
and four boys, who work under coach
Tom Davidson, now in his sixth year at
PaliHi. “We have some good returners,” he
said, “and some new faces that will be
helpful this fall.”
Alexis Kleshik, who won the City onemeter girls diving title as a sophomore, is
back this year. Among the boys, sophomore Andrei Kozeluh and junior Asa Tatro,
who were third and fourth respectively,
also return.
There are four other teams in the Western League (University, LACES, Venice and
Hamilton), but Pali should handily win the
championship. To challenge her swimmers,
Nance seeks outside meets and competitions, such as 37th Annual Los Amigos High
School Coed Swim Relays on March 3.
“There were seven relays and each team
had eight swimmers—four boys and four
girls,” Nance said. “It was crazy, but fun.”
Two upcoming meets include the South
Bay Invitational (formerly the Beverly Hills
meet) on March 20-21, and the inaugural
Mt. Sac Invitational on April 13-14. “It’s a
really fast meet,” Nance said.

CLASSIFIED ADS
HELP WANTED

WRITING COACH

________________________________

________________________________

WANTED: Retired or off-duty police officers
for executive protection & estate security,
PT or FT in West LA & Malibu.
WANTED: Retired or off-duty police officers
for armed uniform patrol & supervision, PT
or FT in West LA & Malibu.
WANTED: Security professionals for unarmed
uniformed patrol & sentry work in West LA &
Malibu. Training provided by company for patrol, school & special event details, PT or FT
thru-out So. Calif. & Ventura Co. Call Gates Security, (310) 454-7741. Email resume to Patrol
@gatessecurity.com.
www.gatessecurity.com.
________________________________

It’s not just what you say, it’s how you say it!
Writing/marketing coach can help! Jasmyne
Boswell, author, writing coach/editor: memoir/fic/non-fic. Books, blogs, websites, etc.
Offering 30 min. free initial consultation.
Phone, Skype or in person on westside.
www.jasmyneconsulting.com
(808) 268-5807
________________________________

ALPHABET ST. LEASE

________________________________

3 BR, 3 BD w/ office. Avail early August. 1
yr lease. Furn or unfurn. Large kitchen/family rm opens to beautiful, low maintenance,
Dora Seggelke
enclosed garden w/ teak furniture & wood
“Mr. Shleck [teacher] is just amazing,” ________________________________
ACCOUNTING
hot tub. 3 fireplaces, 2 car attached garage
Dora said.
Provide tax preparation, Financial, Book- w/ EV plug. Extras included.
And “I love it with the PaliHi team,” she keeping & Payroll Services to Partnerships,
www.1024kagawa.com
said. “I have so many people to race and so Corporations, LLC’s and individuals.
(310) 459-4709
________________________________
many people to be friends with.
I. Roman Accounting Services
ART GLASS SALE
________________________________
“We’re really one big happy family. That’s
(310) 230-8826
This Sunday, March 25, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
one reason I wanted to be captain to help ________________________________
www.ilanaroman.com
at 1024 Kagawa Street. Serge Lashutka will
the freshmen be part of it.”
NEEDED be showing and selling his blown art glass.
________________________________
She feels the team’s goal this year is to win VOLUNTEERS
“We’re moving to Paris for a year in August.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
City and take even more people to State.
She plans to at least swim in the State pre- Friends of Palisades Library needs volunteers Time to reduce inventory!”
www.sergeglass.com
lims, but unfortunately finals are the same to receive book donations for our book sales. ________________________________
day as the PaliHi prom and “It’s my high If you would enjoy being in the library for a
ADVERTISE HERE!
few hours once or twice a month on Tues.
school prom, so I have to go.”
CONTACT:
Dora, the daughter of Fay and Klaus, lives or Thurs., can lift & move bags or boxes of
LUKEFAIR@MAC.COM
please call (310) 962-8313. Thank you!
in Bel-Air and has an older sister, Elieka. books,
________________________________
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Villemaire ‘Bombs’
The Competition

M

ichelle Villemaire, who is known
in Pacific Palisades for her colorful yarn-bombing tributes to notable women, competed in her first karate
tournament on February 24, in Ontario,
and won.
Tournament coach Tamar Springer said,
“Michelle’s a yellow belt and she competed
in the Compete Nationals. She did really
well! She won first place in traditional forms,
and second place in traditional weapons.”
Villemaire, whose daughters, Pearl, 10,
and Vivi, 7, take karate at Gerry Blanck’s
dojo in the 881 Alma Real building, started
kick-boxing classes there about a year ago.
Sensei Marc Lamaze, a third-degree black
belt, noticed her potential for karate and
suggested that she start learning the sport.
The self-described “Air Force brat,” who
was born in Massachusetts but spent much
of her childhood in Saudi Arabia, joined
the dojo and Lamaze called her “a natural.”
She averaged about four hours a week at
the martial arts center, taking TJ Storm’s
kickboxing class on Mondays and Wednesdays, and immediately followed with karate
with Sensei Marc.
“Leading up to the competition, I trained
more often with Tamar,” Villemaire said. “I’m

also incredibly lucky to have had TJ Storm (a
huge martial arts star) critique my moves.”
“My kids might even tell you they caught
me practicing in the aisles of Gelson’s or the
Promenade,” Villemaire said. “I took advantage of open spaces whenever I could.”
When it came time for the competition,
Springer loaned Villemaire her competition
gi (uniform), and she and Lamaze drove
her to Ontario.
“I have been moved to tears on several
occasions when thinking about their loving
support,” Villemaire said. “When Tamar says,
‘You’re worth it’ and Marc says, ‘I want to help
you because you’re a good person,’ I swear
you have to mop me off the floor. I keep
wondering if Tom Hanks is going to come
out and say, ‘There’s no crying in karate!’”
The most amazing part of this story,
Springer pointed out, is that Villemaire added
the second event while at the tournament.
“She had only planned on doing one event,
but we had nearly a three-hour wait,” Springer said. “So I said to her, ‘Let’s go buy a bo
staff, and I will teach you the first bo kata.”
Springer said that Villemaire learned it
in an hour and then competed.
“It was hard to learn the weapons kata in
an hour, but just at the beginning,” Villemaire

(Left to right) Marc Lamaze, Skylar Saltzman, Michelle Villemaire, Tamar Springer
and TJ Storm pose with trophies won by Saltzman and Villemaire.
said. “When something is completely unknown it’s daunting. But the lesson of repetition and patience became abundantly clear as
my confidence grew each time I did the kata.
“It also helped that I had just seen Black
Panther,” she said. The Bo staff is a long
stick—like a broomstick—and the General
uses them often in the film. “I channeled her!
I came in second, but I beat a man two belts
higher than me. The woman who took first
place deserved to win with her impressive

nunchucks. Guess which weapon I want to
learn next?”
If you want to see Villemaire’s other talent, the Village Green will be yarn-bombed
on March 21.
Villemaire, who has a popular family blog,
has lived in the Palisades for eight years with
husband Jonathan Abrahams, an Emmy
Award-winning television writer and producer, and their two daughters. Visit: homemademimi.com/yarnbomb

Exercise Program Offered for
People with Parkinson’s Disease
Rock Steady Boxing, a unique exercise
program that adapts pro boxing techniques
for people with Parkinson’s disease, has just
launched in Los Angeles and classes will be
held at Gerry Blank’s Martial Arts studio
in the 881 Alma Real building.
Rock Steady Boxing, Inc., a nonprofit
organization, was founded in Indianapolis
in 2006 with six participants. Participation
has steadily increased to more than 155

members today, including men and
women ranging in age from 35 to 90.
Classes are geared to people at all stages
of Parkinson’s disease.
Classes will be held Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
and involve non-contact boxing, stretching,
jump-roping, balancing and agility exercises led by expert, certified coaches.
Visit: rocksteadyboxingla.com

Palisades News
March 21, 2018

Page 20

Johns’ ‘Truth’
On Display
At Broad
By LAURIE ROSENTHAL
Staff Writer
Photos courtesy of The Broad

W

e live in an era of turnover, of constantly
looking for the next big thing, of instant
fame. Often today’s biggest names disappear

tomorrow.
Fortunately, there are some names—and some
artists—who rise above the din and become a part of
history because their contribution is so consequential
and influential.
Centuries after their deaths, Michelangelo and
Rembrandt remain among the most popular and
recognized names in the art world. And so it will be
with American painter and sculptor Jasper Johns, whose
work will likely be revered for centuries to come.
The Broad’s presentation of Johns, 87, is the most
comprehensive exhibit of his work to be seen in
Southern California in over 50 years. He was 34 when
the Pasadena Museum of Art mounted a large exhibition
of his early work.
“Something Resembling Truth” is on view through
May 13. The title comes from a Johns quote from the
mid-aughts: “Yet, one hopes for something resembling
truth, some sense of life, even of grace, to flicker, at
least, in the work.”
Curated in conjunction with the Royal Academy of
Arts in London, the exhibit is an exhaustive look at
Johns’ career. The Broad’s Director Joanne Heyler told

Jasper Johns, Untitled, 1975.

Above: Jasper Johns, Three Flags, 1958. Right: Jasper Johns,
Fool’s House, 1961-62. ©Jasper Johns/Licensed by VAGA, New York, NY

a crowd of assembled journalists that “an exhibition of
this magnitude takes precision planning, experienced
perspective and above all, long hours.”
The exhibit is spread out over five galleries, but only
seven of the 127 pieces belong to The Broad. The rest
are borrowed from dozens of institutions and private
lenders from around the globe. Usually The Broad is the
lender, not the borrower, Heyler said. “It was gratifying
to be trusted” with so many of Johns’ works.
One of the most revered artists of the 20th century,
Johns, who was part of the 1950’s New York art scene
with his contemporaries such as Robert Rauschenberg,
brought a new narrative and altered established notions
of what qualifies as art.
No longer were artists solely using
vases, fruit and people as subjects.
Everyday objects were being injected
into artwork, as Marcel Duchamp had
done a generation earlier. Inspiration
came from rulers, light bulbs, flashlights
and maps, as well as the flags and targets
for which Johns is best known.
The News spoke to Associate Curator
Ed Schad about his thoughts on why
people are still drawn to Johns’ work,
and why it is so timeless.
“It’s a little hard to figure. Everybody
is different. I think they’re extraordinary
objects when you walk into the gallery.
They are so exquisitely rendered, and so
full of energy and life as objects that
they sort of beg for closer inspection,”
Schad said.
Flags, featured predominantly in Jasper
Johns’ work since the 1950s, take up the
first gallery.
“I am not sure that the flag at the
beginning meant something political,”
©Jasper Johns/Licensed by VAGA, New York, NY
(Continued on Page 21)
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Jasper Johns in his Riverside Drive studio in New York City in 1964.
Photo: Bob Adelman. ©Bob Adelman Estate

Johns
(Continued from Page 20)
Schad said. “He has said that was not his intention. It
was more his intention to get into the mechanics of
seeing, and why we see, what we see.”
“Now, 10 years later, 20 years later, 30 years later, our
government evolves, we evolve, our relationship to
things evolve. And so, naturally, our perception of the
flag will change. I think that’s something that’s built in
the work.
“A person who comes to our galleries and sees the
American flag will have to have their own reckoning
with it,” Schad continued. “One thing I do know for sure
is the experience is a slow one, a deep one. It’s focused
on what that image as both object and symbol is doing
right in front of you on canvas.”
In one image, the American flag is re-imagined with
green and black stripes, black stars and an orange
background. Another flag features a gray background,
gray stars and gray stripes. One small flag has 64 stars.
According to Schad, that happened simply because Johns
“lost track of the stars and ended up with too many.”
Perhaps the pièce de résistance of the flag section of
the exhibit is Three Flags, created in 1958 and owned
by the Whitney Museum of American Art in New York.
The museum paid $1 million for the painting in 1980,
at the time the highest price ever paid for a piece by a
living artist. Three Flags, which turns 50 this year, is
both modern and timeless—as relevant today as it was
50 years ago or (hopefully) will be in 50 years.
Seldom loaned out, the traditional 48-star American

Jasper Johns, Untitled, 1992-4.

©Jasper Johns/Licensed by VAGA, New York, NY

flag is mounted on a larger flag, which in turn is
“Something Resembling Truth” will be on view
mounted on an even larger flag. The Whitney’s website through May 13. For more information about the exhibit
states that in Three Flags Johns “explores the boundary and special programs, go towww.thebroad.org.
between abstraction and representation.”
As prevalent as the flag has been in Johns’ career, there
are many other influences, and they are abundantly
represented at The Broad.
False Start is a collection of colors and mismatched
words. For example, the color yellow is painted in yellow,
with the word white painted over it in red. It’s almost a
brain quiz, testing one’s ability to read what color is
written while simultaneously thinking what the color
painted under the word says.
Another subject that Johns has worked with frequently
over the years is numbers, and they are represented in
the exhibit in different mediums, including bronze and
graphite. In many paintings, numbers are painted over
each other, with one color on top of another color on top
of yet another color, while in others there is a repetition
of numbers, a technique Johns repeats with letters.
Johns is also known for his crosshatch images,
collages, encaustic (beeswax) paintings and use of words
in his work.
“One of the extraordinary things about Johns is that
he has the motifs that arise over six decades,” Schad said.
“It’s not only a matter of the motifs, but sometimes
of the marks themselves that can take on different
meanings, and sort of evolve with the weather of his
life and our lives.”
Johns continues to live and work on his 170-acre
estate in Sharon, Connecticut, which, after his passing,
will be turned into a retreat for a variety of creative
Jasper Johns, Watchman, 1964.
©Jasper Johns/Licensed by VAGA, New York, NY
individuals, including visual artists, writers and musicians.
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Connolly Sisters Take
Different Ballet Paths
By SUE PASCOE
Editor

E

nthusiastic, delightful, smart, balanced—and pretty—are only some
of the adjectives that describe Lucia
Connolly, 20, and her sister Paloma, 22.
The sisters spoke to younger students
and parents at the Westside Ballet School
on March 5 as part of the school’s Dance
Talk series.
Both girls advanced to the highest levels
of ballet at that school, yet one shifted her
focus from dancing to college, while the other
is a member of the Joffrey Ballet Company.
Paloma Connolly, who was named after
ballerina Paloma Herrera, took her first ballet class at the Palisades Recreation Center.
Her teacher recommended she continue
training at Westside Ballet.
Lucia watched from the sidelines, and
when she was old enough she also took
classes at the Rec Center before moving to
the ballet school in Santa Monica.
The two sisters, who grew up in Pacific
Palisades, danced most of the roles in the
school’s major production, the Nutcracker,
including the Sugar Plum Fairy.
Now, Paloma, who graduated early from
UC Santa Cruz in March 2017, with a
major in feminist studies, is working in administration at Westside Ballet.
“She graduated magna cum laude, with
all A’s,” Lucia bragged about her sister.
Lucia (5’5”) is a member of the Joffrey
Ballet Company in Chicago and is on tour
in Los Angeles this month.
Paloma attended Palisades Elementary,
Wildwood Middle School and Palisades High
School. She took dance classes after school,
and by the time she entered high school,
she was in the studio three hours a night
dancing, and six hours on the weekend.
Before her freshman year at PaliHi, she
was invited to the San Francisco Ballet
School summer intensive and was asked
back the next summer.
“In 2011, I went to School of American

Ballet before my junior year,” Paloma said.
“A teacher was giving a tendu combination
and I realized I never had to do another
tendu again if I didn’t want to.” (The leg
extends with the foot pointed, but the foot
never leaves the floor.)
“I thought about that the rest of the
summer,” said Paloma, who already knew
she would be dancing the Sugar Plum Fairy
that fall.
“It gets difficult to balance everything,” she
said. With the longer hours devoted to dancing and even longer hours to AP and honors
classes, she decided to focus solely on academics after she finished her performances.
“I didn’t regret my decision,” she said.
“But when I went to college, I started to
miss dance. There’s nothing like ballet.”
Paloma credits dance with her success at
Santa Cruz. “I appreciate Westside and the
work ethic it instilled in me,” she said. “The
discipline and working hard that I used in
dance, I directed to my studies.”
Younger dancers wanted to know if the
two sisters ever felt as if they missed out by
spending so much time in the studio. Both
talked about missing an occasional birthday party or hanging around after school, Paloma (left) and Lucia Connolly are joined by their mom Clara Londono after a
but “No,” Lucia said. “When I talk to my presentation held at the Westside Ballet School.
Photo: Todd Lechtick
friends from high school, I felt like that
extra time was overrated. When I was here
[Westside], I felt like I was with my friends.”
“Maybe when I was in seventh grade, and
my friends were getting French fries at the
Brentwood Mart after school,” Paloma said,
“and I had to go to ballet. But no, I don’t
feel like I sacrificed.”
“Just because you’re a dancer doesn’t mean
you can’t be a regular person,” Lucia said.
“Obviously there are things you miss,” Paloma said. “But dance gave me a work ethic.
Life would have been different without it.”
The family vacations to see relatives in
Colombia and Spain revolved around the
two dancers’ schedule. But both women
emphasized that the drive was internal; it
came from them.
(Continued on Page 23)
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Ballet
(Continued from Page 22)
“Mom would drive us to practices, but
she never insisted we go,” Paloma said.
When their mother tried to figure out a
possible family vacation over Thanksgiving, the two girls told her they couldn’t go
and she replied, “What? We can’t go anywhere because of the Nutcracker?”
Lucia, who attended Wildwood Elementary and Paul Revere Middle School, decided that when she was an eighth grader,
she was through dancing and wanted to
focus on academics. She was admitted to
Harvard-Westlake, but “I got there and decided ballet was for me.”
She went back to the Westside to resume
her studies, and auditioned for Spotlight,
but “I didn’t make it past the first round,”
she said. “That was one group’s opinion on
my dancing.”
Lucia was one of thousands of high
school girls who auditioned nationwide for
the School of American Ballet and was chosen to go to a five-week summer ballet boot
camp in New York City on full scholarship.
That summer of 2014, “We lived in the
dorms [at Lincoln Center], worked with
teachers and had two classes a day,” Lucia
said. “It was like a five-week audition.”
At the end, Lucia learned she was one of
15 out of 250 who had been chosen to continue dancing at the School of American
Ballet in New York that fall. Dancers, while
they continue to train, also attend the Pro-

Paloma Connolly
fessional Performing Arts High School for
academics.
“At Westside, even when I did things
poorly, I was still nurtured,” Lucia said. “Before I went away to school, I didn’t realize
how lucky I was to have Westside. In New
York, I was not the favorite. I knew I was
not going to dance for SAB, but those opinions were just one group.”
From January through March of the
dancer’s senior year, they audition for different professional dancing companies.
Lucia was a “favorite” with Joffrey officials. “I started dancing with the company
in April 2016,” she said, noting it was initially
a five-week contract as well as a contract for
the 2016-17 season. Contracts run from the
end of July to mid-May, and her contract

was renewed for the 2017-18 season.
“I have a full-time job, I get health benefits and money to travel,” Lucia said, noting that the majority of dancers don’t go
to college before going into this career.
That, she said, is not a reflection of intelligence, but rather practicality. Most dancers
retire at 35, and if they spend four years in
college, one quarter of their career is gone.
About the Joffrey, “It’s a blast,” Lucia said.
“It’s an incredibly hard-working group of
people.”
In the dance world, young women are
constantly being compared to one another,
and students wanted to know how the
Connolly sisters dealt with that aspect of
dance and life.
“Even though I’m thin, I don’t have a
dancer’s body,” Paloma said. “I don’t have
the ‘feet,’ I don’t have the extension.”
She told the News that “In ballet, the ideal
foot has a high instep and points with a big
arch, so if you have flat feet you don’t have
‘good’ feet.”
Paloma said initially it bothered her until
she realized “There are just girls better than
you—and that’s the way it goes.” That all
she could work on was who she was and
what she had control over.
“One of my worst qualities is I always
loved being the best,” Lucia said. “When you
get to the top levels, that’s not possible. There
are girls who are skinnier, who have better
feet: but that’s life. You have what you have.
“What is the point of what the girl next
to you is doing?” she asked. “As you start
going up in the dance world, you realize

Kids’ Yoga Day on April 6
Pacific Palisades resident Teresa Power will host a special Kids’ Yoga Day
celebration from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. on Friday, April 6, at the Palisades Recreation
Center, 851 Alma Real Dr.
Parents and kids of all ages are welcome. The first 50 kids will receive a free
yoga mat and gift bag. Fresh fruit and healthy snacks will be donated by Bristol
Farms and Whole Foods.
The event will celebrate the Third Annual International Kids’ Yoga Day.
Children are introduced to a short yoga routine and practice it with other
children around the world.
In 2017, more than 300 yoga ambassadors from 45 countries and 50 states
led over 110,000 children through a simple five-minute routine at the same
time, on the same day.
Visit: kidsyogaday.com.
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The print edition of the Palisades News
is published on the first and third
Wednesday of every month, but fires,
accidents and road closures happen
daily. We report on up-to-the minute
stories on our social media: Facebook
and Website pages. We also invite
you to join our conversations with
readers on Facebook.
And if you have missed an issue or are
looking for an old article, check our
website: Palisadesnews.com.
You’ll find all our past editions there.
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Teresa Power

Lucia Connolly
everyone is not perfect.”
Lucia emphasized she has no control
over another person, but rather “I can always get better.”
The young women grew up on Radcliffe
and are the daughters of Justin Connolly
and Clara Londono. Brother Gabriel also
graduated from UC Santa Cruz and is now
working in real estate.
Lucia Connolly is performing in Los
Angeles with the Joffrey. Romeo and Juliet
has closed, but there are still tickets for Orphee et Eurydice at the L.A. Opera through
March 25. Reviewer David Gregson called
it “one of the loveliest stage productions of
any kind that I have seen in ages.”

How to Write and
Publish a Book
Join author and writing coach Jasmyne
Boswell as she discusses “How to Write a
Book and Get It Published” at 6:30 p.m. on
Thursday, March 29, in the Palisades Library
community room, 861 Alma Real Dr.
For more than 30 years, Boswell has been
a “midwife” to professionals in all fields,
helping them overcome personal stumbling
blocks in order to see written projects come
to fruition. She uses her insightful nature
and creativity with the written word to help
a person bring ideas to a finished project.
She will share tips for getting started and
how to achieve a satisfactory end product.
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Captain Jeff Brown
Joins Fire Station 69
By SARAH STOCKMAN
Staff Writer

L

ast September, Captain Jeff Brown became the newest member of Station
69, replacing Captain Tom Moore,
who retired after 37 years as a firefighter.
Brown, who has served the L.A. Fire Department for almost 30 years, transferred
from North Hollywood Station 60, where
he’d worked for 17 years in three different
ranks. He currently serves as co-captain of the
B-Platoon, alongside Captain Tony Valdez.
Brown was raised in Chatsworth and
comes from a family of firefighters. His father was a captain for the L.A. County Fire
Department, and two of his brothers and
one of his nephews served the LAFD.
After attending junior college, Brown
joined the LAFD because he felt driven to
serve his community.
“There’s so much reward in being able to
help others,” he told the News. “The job satisfaction is huge. When people call us, something bad is happening to them. It might
not seem bad to us, but it’s bad to them.”
Brown worked his way from firefighter to
engineer (fire engine driver) and finally to
Captain II in 2005. The difference between
Captain I and Captain II is that he serves as
the Task Force Commander, meaning that
all the responsibility falls on him if anything
should go wrong.
Brown loves working at Station 69 (corner of Sunset and Carey). “They’re all senior guys who are well-trained, educated,
and top-notch guys,” he said. “There’s a
great team that’s been built here.”
He also enjoys the community involvement. “The Station is definitely part of the
community,” he said.

Captain Jeff Brown.

Photo: Matt Stockman

Along with serving the LAFD, Brown
was also part of FEMA’s Urban Search and
Rescue Task Force for 10 years and worked
the Los Angeles riots in 1992. Most recently
he was in the Santa Barbara area for two
weeks in November battling the Thomas Fire.
“It looked like the Los Angeles riots,”
Brown said. “Everything was burning, and
we had to choose to save this house or the
one across the street.”
He currently helps train new recruits and
is on the interview board for new engineers.
He has no plans to retire anytime soon,
noting “I’m looking to be here for eight or
nine years.”
Brown lives with his wife of 25 years in
Newbury Park. They have two daughters,
ages 18 and 21, who attend UCLA, and a
son,16, who aspires to be a firefighter like
his dad.

DMV Offers Tips for Using
Handicap Placards on Cars
DMV Ombudsman Tressa Thompson
discussed handicapped placards and plates
at a recent Senior Alliance meeting.
To use the placard, the handicapped person or persons much must be in the car at
all times, especially when parking.
Thompson explained how a son had
dropped off his mom at the front of the
store and then drove to a handicapped place
and parked. He was given a ticket.
Be careful when parking next to a handicapped parking space. One person parked
on the blue line of a handicapped parking
place and was given a $450 ticket.
To receive a placard, a doctor makes that
decision and it is issued to one person
only—it cannot be shared.
Thompson also said that if you suspect
someone of misusing the handicapped plac-

ard, DO NOT confront them; one has no
way of knowing why the placard was issued.
Basic rules: 1.) one cannot drop off the
handicapped person before parking; 2.) one
cannot lend a placard to anyone; 3.) one
cannot use someone else’s placard; 4.) one
cannot provide false information to obtain
a placard or license plate; and 5.) the placard identification card cannot be altered.
Placard abuse can result in the cancellation and revocation of the placard and loss
of the privileges it provides. Abuse is punishable by an applicable penalty.
Your placard renewal is automatic providing you have not changed addresses. Generally, once it is issued to the disabled person, that person does not need recertification by your licensed medical professional.
—ROSEMARY KELLEY
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Land Use Committee Denies Appeal
By SUE PASCOE
Editor

T

he proposal to build an 82-unit eldercare facility in the Palisades Highlands has become a complicated, unresolved nightmare for both sides.
After the Los Angeles City Planning Department approved the project on January
26, residents Robert Flick and Jonathan Klar
filed an appeal on behalf of the opposition
group, Highlanders United for Good (HUG).
This appeal will now go before the West
L.A. Area Planning Commission on April
18, but without the explicit support of the
Pacific Palisades Community Council.
The contentious process began as soon as
Brentwood developer Rony Shram unveiled
his plans last June for a four-floor facility on
a long-vacant lot at the corner of Palisades
Drive and Vereda de la Montura, located
between a small business complex to the
south, condominiums to the east and north
and parkland to the west.
The Community Council’s Land Use
Committee (LUC) was tasked with reviewing the proposed project at a public meeting
on October 26 and then make recommendations to the Council.
The PPCC is an all-volunteer organization that does not have the legal right to
make or pass laws, but it can recommend
to L.A. City officials on issues for “where
there is broad community agreement.”
In the case of the Highlands project, in
order for the PPCC to make a recommendation to the City, it would first need a rec-

APT FOR RENT
PET FRIENDLY

1BD/1BA Apartment in Quiet 50s
Bldg (NOT on Sunset). Peaceful
Ambiance, and Swimming POOL!
Steps from Gelsons Market &
Blocks from BEACH & HIKING
TRAILS. On-Site Laundry & Mgr.
$2675/month & Sec. Deposit.

Special: 3RD MONTH FREE!
Contact Jeff: (310) 573-0150

The Palisades Library community room was packed for the eldercare hearing.
ommendation from its LUC.
At the well-attended October 26 LUC
meeting, where tempers often flared, Chair
Howard Robinson reported to the PPCC,
“LUC voted to recommend that the PPCC
board find that the use is appropriate, but
that a number of concerns were raised on
which the LUC could not reach consensus.”
Subsequently, the Community Council
passed the following motion on October
26: “PPCC finds that the proposed eldercare facility is an appropriate use. We note
community concerns about height, safety,
access, noise, disruption and proximity to
zoned open space. The developer assures us
that the Palisades Drive driveway will be
modified to exit only. Further, the developer assures us that he will be responsive
to complaints about outdoor light.”
City Planner Henry Chu, the associate
zoning administrator who heard the case
and wrote the 32-page Letter of Determination on January 26, said the project was
within the city zoning requirements. In that
determination, the project received zoning
approval, a Coastal Development permit
and a categorial exemption under CEQA.
Project opponents went to the Land Use
Committee meeting on February 23 and argued that the committee had not included
Coastal Development issues before making
a decision. When the vote ended in a tie
about whether the LUC should consider the
Coastal Act, PPCC President Maryam Zar

broke the tie in favor of the LUC rehearing
the project through a Coastal Act lens.
On March 13, the LUC held a second
hearing and again heard from developer
Shram and his opponents.
During the rebuttal, Jonathan Klar argued that the City had no right to issue a
Coastal permit and that state parkland is
entitled to special protection (the project
abuts Topanga State Park).
One audience member opposed to the
project added, “It is not an issue of visual
compatibility, this is an issue of safety of all
residents, because there is only one road
in or out [of the Highlands].”
Rick Lemmo, an executive with Caruso
who holds the Chamber of Commerce seat
on the Community Council, argued differently. “The issues have been decided before.
This is less about information and more

Civic League Agenda
The Pacific Palisades Civic League will meet
Monday, March 16, at 7:30 p.m. in Tauxe Hall
at the Community United Methodist Church,
801 Via de la Paz. The public is invited.
The agenda has two homes to review under New Business: 16032 Aiglon (remodel—
first-floor expansion of two-story residence)
and 535 Radcliffe (new two-story residence).
Under Old Business: 750 Swarthmore,
632 Radcliffe, 901 Fiske, 855 Hartzell, 764
Iliff, 500 El Medio, 545 Mt. Holyoke and
1023 Galloway.
Contact: office.ppcl@gmail.com

about process. It is wrong on the process
to go back; it trips up a person’s right to
do business.”
LUC member Sarah Conner (president
of the Pacific Palisades Residents Association) said, “We are not a committee of
opinions. This project violates laws.”
Once again, the Land Use Committee
could not muster enough votes to change
its initial recommendation to PPCC.
A day after the meeting, the News met
with Conner and resident Joe Halper, who
has left the West L.A. Area Planning Commission to serve on the Recreation and
Parks Commission, to learn what laws were
being violated by the City’s action.
The Highlands, although three miles from
the ocean, is in the Coastal Zone, and the California Coastal Act of 1976 has precedence
over City law. Conner and Halper said that
requirements under Coastal law had not
been met by the proposed Highlands project.
Halper felt that the City Planner had not
exercised proper due diligence regarding
the Coastal Act when he made his determination, and this will be addressed by the
Planning Commission. The board has only
four members pending the appointment of
Halper’s successor by Mayor Eric Garcetti.
If there’s a 2-2 vote on the appeal, Halper
said, the project will move forward, but an appeal can be made to the Coastal Commission.

Allied Artists to Hold
Art Sale Exhibit
Allied Artists of the Santa Monica Mountains will host an art exhibit and sale from
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. this Sunday, March 25,
at the King Gillette Ranch Visitor Center,
26876 Mulholland Hwy., in Calabasas.
The work of 20 local artists features landscape and seascape paintings of the Santa
Monica Mountains National Recreation
Area. The National Wildlife Foundation will
provide educational materials and information about the proposed Liberty Canyon
Wildlife Crossing.
The Allied Artists group was founded
more than 20 years ago and sponsors free
monthly paint-outs on the second Saturday of the month at various locations.
Visit: allied-artists.com
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PINOCCHIO IN CUCINA
970 Monument St., Pacific Palisades • (310) 454-0709

P

roprietor Chef Pino (Giuseppe
Barravecchia) asked my friend
Barbara and me to come and
sample a variety of his foods. What a
treat! Pinocchio has been a local Italian
treasure for many years, not only for
its cuisine but also the array of gifts for
children and adults alike.
Here you will find packaged Italian
pastas of every variety, along with cars
and trucks for kiddies, various candies,
cookies, specialty oils and vinegars, and
much more. In fact, for the upcoming
Easter holiday there are large, beautifully
wrapped presents filled with Easter eggs.
Pinocchio offers an outdoor patio with umbrellas
keeping it shady, as well as comfy inside tables when
the weather is rainy, which it was the day we had lunch.
To start us off on this chilly day, Chef Pino served
each of us a vegan soup—one had beans with barley and
the other was vegetable. Both were delightfully warm
and delicious.
Next came the chopped salad with its mix of romaine
lettuce, roasted bell peppers and bits of grilled chicken
along with pieces of bacon, salami, boiled eggs and
gorgonzola cheese, all tossed in a splendid balsamic
vinegar dressing. This salad is large and quite enough
for lunch ($10.99).
Next up were two pastas: tortellini with pieces of roasted

chicken and spinach in a pesto sauce
($13.99), and a wild-boar rigatoni
($13.99). Both pastas were filled with
flavor. Believe me, we had a hard time
not eating every tasty bite, but with all
of this enticing food we had decided to
take some home for another meal. Here,
those who may not eat gluten will find
several pastas that are gluten-free.
The next offering was a small pizza
with goat cheese, spinach, mozzarella,
red onions, capers and garlic in a tomato
sauce. It was delicious, but once again,
we restrained ourselves and took some
home for another day.
A secondi (or main dish) of chicken piccata and
served with broccoli and spinach had superb flavor with
the lemon caper sauce ($15.99). The other secondi dishes
include chicken entrees, turkey meatballs, a Sicilian-style
giant meatball, eggplant parmigiana, lamb shank braised
in Cabernet, a veal shank osso buco, fresh salmon and
Dover sole. Prices range from $11.99 to $16.99.
Our dessert treat was a delicious, rich chocolate
brownie. Part of this too, was taken home, which
meant that our “take-home” bag was quite full.
Best of all, in addition to the excellent flavors of each
dish, are the numerous offerings, the special deals such as
the half- or full-sandwich offerings and the array of
burgers.

Estates Director & Westside Specialist Since 1988

FOR DYNAMIC REPRESENTATION,
CALL JOAN!
www.joansather.com
joan@joansather.com

310.740.0302
CalBRE #00575771

The burgers, featuring a half-pound of beef, are served
on a grilled sesame bun with various toppings, along
with a side of roasted potatoes ($9.99).
Their special menu for kids includes various pastas,
pizzas and sandwiches, all in the $5 to $6.99 price range.
A child age 10 or under may eat free Monday through
Wednesday with the purchase of an adult meal.
Pinocchio provides delivery service from 5 p.m. for
orders of $25 or more. The cafe also offers online orders,
catering and gift cards. Hours are Monday to Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m., and Sunday from 10:30 a.m.
to 8:30 p.m.
This restaurant is a true Village treasure.
— GRACE HINEY
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