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Shellhorn Pioneered Landscape Ideas
By LIBBY MOTIKA
Palisades News Contributor

R U T H S H E LL H O R N

A

landscape architect who espouses
simplicity and promotes the use of
native plants and sustainable landscapes would most certainly find a sympathetic philosophy in the landscape
business today.
Yet Ruth Shellhorn was promoting these
ideas throughout a career that spanned six
decades from the late 1930s to the late 1980s
and included nearly 400 landscape designs.
While few of her gardens remain—the
art is ephemeral; plants grow old and die—
her ideas about the importance of topography, incorporating nature in an urban
setting and creating surprise and interest
in a landscape are still important precepts.
Shellhorn’s designs for the Bullock’s department stores reimagined these campuses not just as shopping depots but as
destinations, oases from the noise and hassle of the city.
In thinking about the new UC Riverside
campus, she resisted leveling the area, and
instead incorporated the site’s canyons and
arroyos into the scheme, providing bridges
and winding paths.
Her core landscape designs for Disneyland remain to this day the skeleton design
at the Anaheim park.
Palisadian Kelly Comras, a landscape architect, will survey Shellhorn’s career and
her extraordinary achievements by presenting a short documentary and lecture based
on her book, Ruth Shellhorn (University of
Georgia Press) for Pacific Palisades Historical Society members and guests on Monday, May 23, from 7 to 9 p.m. at Pierson
Playhouse, 941 Temescal Canyon Rd. The
event is free to the public.
One is tempted to dwell on gender when
considering the career of a woman in a predominantly male profession. In the case of
Shellhorn, the obstacles became a measure

Ruth Shellhorn in her studio in Redondo
Photo courtesy of Kelly Comras
Beach, 1967.
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Bridges over the arroyos of University of California, Riverside allowed preservation of the
natural features that Shellhorn called “rivers of green.” Photographed by Ruth Taylor Kilday, 2011
of her tenacity.
Not only did she choose a field dominated by men, but embarked on her career
during the Depression, when she experienced prejudice in finding jobs because of
the belief that men who supported families
should have priority.
A clue to Shellhorn’s certainty about what
she wanted to do in life is a simple conversation she had with her South Pasadena
neighbor, the landscape architect Florence
Yoch (who concentrated on estates for the
wealthy and designed sets for such motion
pictures as Romeo and Juliet and Gone with
the Wind).
Hardly encouraging, Yoch told the then
15-year-old Shellhorn that the academic
preparation was rigorous and that the practice would entail hard work, not simply
pure pleasure.
Shellhorn took the discouragement as
a challenge and was determined to show
Yoch that she had what it took to be a landscape architect.
A bright student, Shellhorn enrolled in
the School of Landscape Architecture at
Oregon State Agricultural College, where
she achieved the highest marks in the
school and earned a prize in a Beaux-Arts
design competition.

Before her senior year in 1930, she transferred to Cornell University to secure a surer
foundation in architecture. Her parents, who
had always encouraged their only child, sold
their house in order to pay her tuition. But
by 1933, just four units shy of graduation,
Shellhorn was unable to afford the tuition
and had to leave Cornell without a degree.

H

er subsequent route towards establishing her career was circuitous but
provided Shellhorn invaluable observations
on the natural world, architecture and garden design. Before returning to Southern
California, she traveled for three weeks on
a mail steamer through the Caribbean and
Central America.
A prodigious diarist, Shellhorn took notes
on design, landscape materials, plant descriptions and even details on the construction and operation of the Panama Canal.
When Shellhorn returned to Los Angeles in the summer of 1933, she faced bleak
employment prospects. But she counted
on her excellent and elite education (most
practitioners had come up through apprenticeships at nurseries) and her unstinting belief in herself.
“I think a lot of it’s in your own attitude,”
she later told Comras. “If you go at it as a

person, you’re not a woman or a man. It
doesn’t make any difference. You have a
problem to solve. So you cooperate and
you work on that problem.”
With little prospects of joining an established firm, Shellhorn instead sought out
practitioners, expanding her contacts and
slowly building a small residential practice.
She eventually ran a practice with her
husband Harry Kueser, whom she married
in 1940. Throughout the late 1930s, she
worked hard to find opportunities to display her work, writing articles for such magazines as House and Garden and Sunset.
Ironically, Shellhorn found her first largescale project during the lean years of World
War II. In 1943, she began a design for a
shoreline development study commissioned
by L.A. County. Underwritten by a group
of businessmen, the plan included park designs for Manhattan Beach, Torrance and
a regional park for Redondo Beach and
Hermosa.
The Shoreline Development Study became a blueprint for later management of
the coast, defining restrictions on oil drilling, sewage treatment and public funding
for park acquisition, Comras says. “It lay the
foundation for the California Coastal Act
of 1976.”
The plan also spelled a turning point in
Shellhorn’s career, helping her gain her
biggest commission: designing a site plan
for Bullock’s Pasadena, the first suburban
store in the region and one of the first to
accommodate the automobile.
In designing the Bullock’s campus, Shellhorn emphasized the pleasure of the whole
experience. Not only did she create a pleasing environment for shopping, she also provided settings where shoppers (and their
patient husbands) could sit and relax.
(Continued on Page 3)
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California native flowers are part
of the Paul Revere garden.
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She screened unsightly views and turned
mundane passages into possibilities for a
scene. She was especially attentive to detail,
and created focal points, such as an espaliered vine covering an otherwise unadorned
wall, or placing especially sculptural trees
for dramatic emphasis.
“Shellhorn’s Bullock’s Pasadena set the
standard for the shopping mall of future
generations,” Comras says. “In the process,
her Bullock’s designs became icons of the
Southern California landscape.”
Bullock’s Pasadena also brought Shellhorn and Welton Becket together in the
first of many collaborations. The architect,
who was already well known in Los Angeles, first met Shellhorn in 1945 and immediately shared the idea of “total design,”
which assigned one firm to manage an entire project, from design and engineering
to interiors and landscape.
Shellhorn emphasized the importance of
working out the landscape scheme from the
beginning of the project. “Problems are better solved,” she said.
Shellhorn’s collaboration with Becket
grew as the architect relied on her unreservedly. In 1955, in fact, he recommended her to his friend Walt Disney,
who just four months before Disneyland
was to open was struggling to unify the
different sections of the park.

Ruth Shellhorn and Walt Disney at Disneyland Western train station on July 2, 1955, two weeks before opening day.
Photographed by Harry Kueser, courtesy of Kelly Comras

How do you link tropical Adventureland
to dusty, dry Frontierland and into the future in Tomorrowland, while making Fantasyland fairylike? That was just one of
Shellhorn’s challenges. She also designed a
circulation path through the park, plus the

landscaping for the Town Square, Plaza
Hub and Main Street.
Shellhorn and her team worked seven
days a week; she even grabbed a shovel
and helped dig the moat around Sleeping
Beauty’s Castle—in a skirt.

Comras first became aware of Ruth Shellhorn while a graduate student in landscape
architecture at Cal Poly Pomona. For an assignment to profile a Fellow of the American Society of Landscape Architects, she
(Continued on Page 4)
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picked Shellhorn, because she was the sole
woman member.
Thirty years later she decided to revisit
Shellhorn as a subject for an online writing course.
“The first assignment was to choose from
a list of 50 things you’d like to write about,
so I looked up her number, and she was still
there in her home in Redondo Beach. I went
out there, we immediately hit it off and she
took me to her back room, which was her
studio. By that time, she was retired, had no
heirs and the estate was in a trust.”
Comras was worried that Shellhorn’s
legacy was in danger of being tossed, and
knew that her dream was to have her material easily accessible to the public. Although the Huntington Library and USC
were interested in the archive, UCLA was
the better repository because of its open
policy on access.
The two women worked to organize
Shellhorn’s 400 boxes of material covering

Beware: Don’t Drink H20
From Swimming Pools?

A
Kelly Comras
Photo: Bart Bartholomew

a 60-year career. In 2011, the archive was
opened to the public.
Shellhorn died in 2006, but not before
receiving two degrees from Cornell 72
years later, one for architecture and one in
landscape architecture.

New App Can Control
Smart Lawn Sprinklers

A

lthough many Pacific Palisades residents have switched to low-water
or xeriscape landscaping, some
water is still needed to establish the plants.
Many other residents have sprinkler systems that have to be turned off and on—
and quite often people forget to turn them
off during a rain shower or afterwards.
Last fall a reader tipped the News off to
a smart sprinkler system, Rachio, which
can be controlled through a cellphone app.
First, the app calibrates soil, vegetation,
slope, sun exposure and sprinkler-head
types, to allow a customer to adapt watering to his/her yard. Then a customer
chooses a local weather station to get the
most accurate and up-to-date data.
Once the yard type and the local
weather is set, a customer can control the
watering system on an Android, iOS or

laptop app. For people who travel, this
long-distance convenience gives ultimate
control. Or a resident can give the app to
a landscaper.
According to Alphabets Streets resident
Lou Kamer, “Installing is really simple. Just
take the old controller down and hold your
phone up to a sensor on the Rachio so it
reads your wifi. Then it asks you about
your plants, nozzles and figures out how
much to water.
“It automatically adjusts the schedule
based on really complicated mathematical
computations,” Kamer said, adding that it
cost $50 after a city rebate, but a person can
check and see when the system last ran, set
rain delays and adjust schedules. “It works
with our security cameras so if they pick
up a coyote, it will turn on the sprinklers.”
Visit: rachio.com.
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reader with a swimming pool wanted to know if LifeStraw filters could
be used for drinking from his pool in case of an emergency, such as an
earthquake.
The filters, shaped like a drinking straw, are used in third-world countries
and by hikers. They allow people to drink directly from lakes and rivers, removing 99.999 percent of bacteria and 99.9 percent of protozoa, but do not remove
contaminants that are dissolved in water including chemicals (like arsenic) or
salt from salt water.
According to LifeStraw’s website: The filters should not be used in areas where
there is known chemical contamination and should not be used in ocean water.
They should not be used on pool water, because it is usually treated with
chlorine and other chemicals. LifeStraw will only remove bacteria and waterborne parasites, not chemicals.
The News found a second company, ProSip, which manufactures “Propur”
straws. The company claims the straw removes chlorine, lead, mercury, aluminum,
hydrogen sulfide, arsenic, cadmium, barium, fluoride, giardia, E. coli, algae,
fungus, scale and sediment.
A call was made to the company to see if the “straw” could be used to drink
directly from the pool, and a spokesperson responded, “You sure could.”
Yet another source said pool or spa water should be used only if it is first boiled
(disinfecting chlorine bleach is probably not an adequate safeguard by itself).
And one disaster site pointed out: “Some believe that it is safe to drink pool
water and that there is no need to store potable water. This just isn’t true. Pool
water is not safe to drink. Pool water should be your last choice before you
dehydrate and die.”
The Palisades News cannot recommend one product over another or how to
prepare, but please make sure you have adequate drinking water stored at home
in case of an emergency—one gallon of water per person per day.
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Visit N/E/X/T for Native Plant Ideas
T
he Native/Environmental/Xeriscape/Temescal Garden (N/E/X/T
Garden) shows visitors how diverse native and drought-tolerant plants
can be established and maintained organically, with minimal inputs, working
beautifully in balance with nature.
Originally established by Palisades Beautiful in 1988, under the auspices of the City
of Los Angeles Department of Recreation
and Parks, this half-acre area was subsequently abandoned to exotic invasive weeds,
with only 85 original specimens of 34 varieties surviving over a decade of neglect.
Six years ago, garden designer Michael
Terry and community organizer Barbara
Marinacci started leading volunteers on the
last Saturday of each month (under the
sponsorship of Palisades Beautiful and the
Pacific Palisades Garden Club) in a successful effort to rescue, expand, and improve
the N/E/X/T Garden.
Thanks to community grants for plants
and many months of volunteer planting
efforts, there are now over 700 native
specimens representing 100 varieties of 75
species from 56 genera, plus several varieties of South African and South American
succulents and woody plants occupying
most of this three-quarter-acre space—and
using just one-tenth of the water consumed
by the equivalent area of adjacent lawn.

This xeriscape garden along Temescal Canyon Road can provide home landscaping ideas.
The garden is located on the east side
of Temescal Canyon Road just below the
mural at Bowdoin Street and across from
Palisades High School’s Temescal Academy
(continuation school).
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Prepare Your Home
For an Earthquake
1. If your home has a chimney and an attic, nail the plywood to the ceiling joints
around the chimney to help protect from falling bricks.
2. Make sure heavy mirrors, pictures and wall hangings are anchored in studs, not
just to the wall. Consider not placing pictures above or near beds.
3. Anchor lights, plants and other hanging objects in wood beams, rather than
through plaster or ceiling panels.
4. Attach shelving, cabinets and tall dressers to walls. Guardrails across book
shelves will keep them from falling out. Don’t put heavy objects on top of shelves.
5. Replace rigid tubing that carries gas to appliances with approved corrugated
metal connectors, which are not as likely to break with severe shaking.
6. Install latches on cupboards, and cabinets. In China cabinets small pieces of
putty can keep collectibles in place. Use straps or hooks on large appliances such as
refrigerators.
7. Know where the gas shut off valve is and have an adjustable wrench available
for turning it off, if necessary. Consider installing an automatic shut-off valve.
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Down on the Farm at Paul Revere
By LAURA ABRUSCATO
Contributing Writer
Photos by Lesly Hall

I

n his 2005 book, Last Child in the
Woods, author Richard Louv coined the
term nature-deficit disorder, referring
to children’s decreasing opportunities to
connect with nature compared to previous
generations.
The agriculture students at Paul Revere
Middle School are reversing this trend by
spending time on the school’s almost twoacre farm.
Carrie Robertson, the school’s agriculture teacher, gives more than 500 students
in her classes opportunities to learn farming, gardening and animal science.
About 200 other students learn at the
farm through the horticulture club, which

meets weekly during lunch, or come with
their families for monthly Saturday workdays to maintain the garden.
“I couldn’t do this without community
support,” says Robertson, who received a
$3,000 innovation grant in October from
the Palisades Charter Schools Foundation
to create a riparian habitat at the school. The
students have been clearing old plants next
to the farm’s native area to make way for a
stream that will be bordered by willows, cattails and Matilija poppies, and where students will be able to observe the effects of
various farming practices on water quality.
Craig Honda, a longtime biology teacher
at Revere, has for years managed the animals on the farm, which include 10 breeds
of chickens plus rabbits, guinea pigs and
more. Students are allowed to come and Above: Paul Revere seventh grader Gil Cohen rakes in the school’s vineyard.
(Continued on Page 7) Top: A passion flower from the school garden.
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Trumpet vine, one of the the many varieties of flowering plants in the garden.

Revere Farm
(Continued from Page 8)
hold the animals during nutrition break and
lunch. English classes read poetry in the
garden and art and photography students
document the changing landscape.
The farm also features a short hiking trail
that leads to a circle of tree stumps, where
children sit for council meetings. Part of social/emotional learning, this is where students learn to take turns speaking and
listening to each other as they discuss topics

ranging from favorite activities to recalling
a time you were discriminated against.
Robertson’s former Hale Middle School
agriculture teacher Rick Herrera came out
of retirement eight years ago to re-start Revere’s agricultural program. When he permanently wanted to step down, he
approached his former student from the
middle school in Woodland Hills about
taking over. Robertson accepted the offer
and is now in her fifth year at Revere.
Members of the Palisades Garden Club
have come out to help on the farm and
there are many regular parent volunteers.

Page 7

Seventh graders Skylar Saltzman, Nina Polishook, Maya DeMontreux and Nicole
Starkman work on the school’s farm.
Before this school year the 27-acre campus
had a full-time gardener, who has since
been replaced by a garden crew that works
only four hours a week, so the parent and
community volunteers are especially important now, says Robertson.
“We grow over 40 different crops,” she
says, “with the focus being to showcase the
major crops of California, including fruit
trees, alfalfa, strawberries, grapes and organically grown vegetables. We’re also really
excited this year to plant a cotton crop. The
family of one of my students owns a cotton
farm in Memphis.”

Although the garden is not certified organic, Robertson uses organic practices,
such as avoiding pesticides. Everything is
reused: the alfalfa is fed to the chickens, and
other animals enjoy vineyard clippings.
“They’re really excited, energetic and capable,” Robertson says of her middle schoolers. “Developmentally, they want to play,
explore, touch and make.”
After a recent assignment, Robertson discovered that they also want to sit still. She
had her students find a spot in nature and
sit for four minutes, then gather together to
(Continued on Page 8)
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A monarch butterfly comes in for a landing on the garden’s butterfly bush (Buddleia).

Revere Farm
(Continued from Page 8)
reflect on what they saw and experienced.
She wasn’t expecting the students to ask her
repeatedly to do it again.
“It was nice to sit there and do nothing,”
said Skylar Saltzman, a seventh grader. “Especially with everyone on their phones all the
time.” Seventh grader Nina Polishook agreed,

saying, “It was awesome and very calm.”
Robertson lives in the San Fernando
Valley with her children, Garrett, a fourth
grader at Balboa Magnet, and Jamie, a sixth
grader at Revere. She grew up on her father’s
cattle ranch in Agoura Hills and raised
pigs and cattle while at Canoga Park High
School, later graduating from Cal Poly San
Luis Obispo with a degree in animal science.
On a recent Monday, the students helped
weed and maintain the vineyard where sev-

Carrie Robertson, Revere Middle School agriculture teacher.
eral varieties of grapes are grown. “[Grapes]
are a huge part of the state’s economy,”
Robertson notes.
“It’s an interesting age,” she says of her
students. “They have learned a lot about the
history of California [in elementary school]
and as they get older they are starting to
learn more about the world and how agriculture is a big international business.
“I want to give them a little taste of different careers,” Roberson says. “There are
cool, fun jobs in agriculture.”
Since most of the kids have never done

this kind of work before, she spends a lot of
time emphasizing safety, particularly when
working with tools. When a photographer
asked the students to pose with their rakes
and scuffle hoes, handle down, Robertson
joked: “I just spent five or six weeks telling
them, ‘Don’t do that with your tool.’”
Although much of the food they grow
ripens in the summer, the students still get
to taste the farm’s variety. During a recent
lunch period, Robertson smiled while watching students have a friendly contest of trying
different ways to get the loquats off the tree.
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You can read this issue
of the Palisades News
(and ALL our previous
issues) on our website.
Go to
www.PalisadesNews.com
for the link.
“The on-line edition of your complete
newspaper is one of the most helpfully
accessible and readable versions I
have ever seen—from either a large
newspaper or small.” —Jeff R.
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Diamond Explains Rethinking L.A. Water
By LAUREL BUSBY
Staff Writer

C

alifornia’s drought has made Los
Angelenos change the way they
think about water, and that’s a good
thing, water expert Fran Diamond said.
Residents and businesses have already replaced 27 million sq. ft. of landscaping as of
February, said Diamond, a 16-year member
of the L.A. Regional Water Quality Board,
a state agency that regulates water quality
for Los Angeles and Ventura counties.
In her own Pacific Palisades home, Diamond has installed drip irrigation and also
a rain barrel to catch siphoned rainwater
from her roof for her Moreton Bay fig tree.
She also pulled out her front lawn, put in
drought-resistant plants, and planted new
grass plugs that will take over the remaining lawn and require much less water, so
her grandchildren can enjoy a smaller,
drought-tolerant lawn.
“We have the capacity to rise to the occasion,” Diamond said. “People have been
doing it. They’ve heard the call to action by
the governor and the water-quality regulators and just through wanting to be smart
and helpful. It’s been a really good education
for everybody. People have been amazing in
terms of trying to be part of the solution.”
Within the government, various changes

Longtime Palisadian Fran Diamond.
have been happening since the five-year
drought began. Although rainfall and snowfall improved this winter, the drought is still
present, and the state required an average
cutback of about 25 percent on water consumption last year, Diamond said.
The entire Los Angeles populace is
learning to rethink water use. One of the
big changes involves not thinking of water
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www.farmersagent.com/msolum
License #OG51003

Photo: Lesly Hall

as separate parts, such as storm water and
wastewater. Instead, the idea is to consider
all water as one water that is retained and
reused, so that the metro area becomes
water independent by gradually relying less
on water imported from distant sources,
which costs 50 to 60 percent more.
For example, storm water and wastewater
are highly treated at various facilities, such
as the Hyperion Treatment Plant, and then
this water, averaging about 400 million gallons per day, is released into the ocean.
“We take that highly treated water and
dump it into the ocean. We need to develop
technologies to take that water for reuse,”
said Diamond, who first began tackling environmental issues in 1968 along with her
husband, Roger, via the 20-year No Oil!
campaign, which eventually resulted in a
ban against onshore oil drilling in Los Angeles (including land east of Temescal
Canyon in the Palisades). “We need to stop
dumping all of that water after spending
millions of dollars to treat it.”
L.A. city government started prioritizing
water issues under Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and is continuing to address them
under Eric Garcetti, Diamond said. Part

of the issue is funding, but voters have approved some funding that is being used
for varied projects both locally and in
other parts of the state.
For example, Proposition 1 in 2014 provided $7.1 billion to address water issues,
and approximately $3 billion of the funds
are slated to increase water storage capability both above and below ground, so water
can be captured and reused, Diamond said.
In addition, $500 million is targeted for
water-quality improvements from Proposition O, which was passed by 76 percent of
voters in 2004. Via this funding, varied systems to divert storm water for treatment,
including one at PCH and Temescal, have
been installed to affect the millions of gallons of water that come through the storm
system even on dry days, Diamond said.
“The City of L.A. is actually doing a really
good job,” said Diamond, who noted that the
second phase of Prop. O involves projects to
reuse the water. “Storm water will be disinfected and used for landscaping. There are
lots of projects all over. Some are fantastic
projects that have brought great amenities.”
For example, Echo Park Lake opened in
2013 after a project cleaned up and drained
the lake’s uncirculated, poor-quality water
and then installed a system to clean and circulate the water, creating a usable wetlands
and lake in an area with few park amenities.
Smaller projects include one downtown on
Grand Avenue, where storm-water filters
from about seven acres accumulate water,
treat it and then use it to provide water for
Grand Park tree wells.
“We have enough water, but we don’t
have enough to waste,” said Diamond, who
moved to Pacific Palisades with her husband in 1968. “I think it’s not an exaggeration to say that there’s a whole revolution
taking place in water policy now because of
drought and climate change.
“Part of this revolution is becoming water independent, because we need to. The
amount of water we have relied on from
importing is no longer available to us. I
think people are up to it,” she said. “People
are responding to the crisis.”
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Teens, Kids Celebrate
Earth Day at PaliHi
By SUE PASCOE
Editor
Photos by Steve Engelmann

C

ontinuing a tradition started 12
years ago, Palisades High School
students hosted Palisades Elementary students on Earth Day, April 22. This
event, under the leadership of AP environmental teacher Steve Engelmann, allows
students to use their creativity to teach firstthrough fifth-grade students important
messages about Mother Earth.
“I ask my students to think of a way to
teach kids about saving the environment,”
Engelmann said. “But I don’t want them
to depress the kids; instead, I want my students to figure out ways to empower the
younger students.”
The PaliHi baseball field was filled with
booths, displays and interactive games that
highlighted environmental problems.
At one site, juniors and seniors were helping third graders make cilantro planters
by putting seeds in dirt in individual egg
slots from egg cartons—“The cartons are
biodegradable, so the kids can plant them

directly in the ground.”
At another table, Llewyn St. John said:
“We’re showing kids how to make things
out of recycled items.” The younger students
were rolling small strips of paper from magazines into beads to put on strings to make
bracelets and necklaces.
“When I was little we bought a kit,” Carly
Weitz said. “But this is better because it uses
the magazines that are just lying around the
house.”
At another booth, Justin Tahara, Bella Leen Almahdi was part of a team that helped kids understand the importance of bees.
Escobedo, Genna Torgan and Alexis Dornan displayed a collection of small stuffed
animals. Kids chose one, put the animal in
a mixture of oil and water (like an oil slick),
then pulled it out and were given a toothbrush and soap to try to scrub the oil off.
Yet another stop had a variety of items
spread out, including eggshells, tea bags,
newspapers, chips and carrot shreds, and
bottles and cans. Elementary kids tried to
figure out where the garbage should go—
compost or recyclables.
About four years ago, Karyn Newbill’s
honors marine biology class joined the AP
(Continued on Page 11)
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Earth Day
(Continued from Page 10)
environmental students in setting up booths.
“My students work so hard,” she said. “I
asked them all to produce a booth. There
were 21 proposals and I chose 12.”
This year her students came up with the
idea for turtle tag. As Jonah Jacobson explained, “There’s a lot of natural predators
like sharks, dogs on the beach, and then
there are new resorts taking away the habitat, so these kids are playing turtles trying
to get to the shore.”
The turtles (kids with backpacks) lined
up and tried to make it to shore (across the
field) with an egg, before they were tagged
by a shark (another student).
Another interactive game was polar bear
icebreaker. Much like musical chairs, kids
pretending to be polar bears walked around
giant Legos; when the music stopped, they
attempted to find a place to stand on them.
After each round, another Lego disappeared, much like a shrinking ice shelf—
leaving less room for the bears/kids.
“We were brainstorming in class,” Phillip Bordenave said, and the idea came up.
“We were looking for a traditional game
that kids play but with an environmental
message,” Nick Bell added.
In the middle of the baseball field, there
were colorful twirling plastic wind catchers
made from water bottles. “Students wanted
to alert kids that even though people recy-

One student playing a shark tries to tag the
student playing the turtle—preventing the
“egg” being buried in the sand.
cle, water bottles are downcycled, instead of
recycled,” Engelmann said.
Megan Lewis, Kaylee Chung and Griffin
Finck said, “We got all of these water bottles
from trash cans. Then we show the kids
how to re-purpose them.”
Lewis said, “We have calculated that if
you take one water bottle to school every
day, starting when you’re a first grader, by
the time you graduate, you will have used
2,160 bottles. We urge them to use reusable
water bottles.”
Chung said, “We show them the numbers

Palisades High students Lauren Welborn and Megan Lewis (right) work with Palisades
Elementary students on wind catchers.
on the plastic bottles, so they know what
can be recycled. But we all brought our own
water bottles to set an example.”
“The thing I liked most about today,”
Engelmann said, “was when my kids were
setting up, some of them said ‘I remember
when I was in Palisades Elementary and
came here.’ Now they’re doing it.”
He told about showing a slide show from

a previous year prior to Earth Day, which
showed the elementary school students.
One kid in his class said, “That’s me.”
Newbill said that Marquez and Canyon
have also shown interest in participating,
but that transportation and parking at the
site are problematic. “We’re working on
maybe taking an abbreviated Earth Day to
those campuses.”
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