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State Rejects DWP’s Bid
For Los Liones Property
By SUE PASCOE
Editor

T

Pacific Palisades resident Oliver Rauch picked out a 1931 Ford for his dad at
Photo: Bart Bartholomew
Sunday’s Community Expo 2015 (See story, Page 4).

he State of California has rejected
LADWP’s plea to buy state park
land at Los Liones Gateway Park for
the proposed Distributing Station 104 in
western Pacific Palisades.
In a March 2 letter to the DWP, California Department of Parks and Recreation
Superintendent-Angeles District Craig Sap
wrote: “We cannot support the sale of this
important parcel of state park land for the
industrial use you have proposed.”
Sap also referenced letters dated October
2010 and February 2013, in which DWP
had made a similar request, but the state
had also rejected.
The superintendent said that before the
CDPR can sell any park land, it must first
find that property is surplus. “Due to the
acquisition history of the Los Liones parcel, the subsequent intense community
involvement in its restoration and the sig-

Brunelle Wins Parade Theme Contest
By LAURIE ROSENTHAL
Staff Writer

T

he winning theme for the 2015 Pacific Palisades Fourth of July Parade
has been chosen: “Palisades Parade:
Pride! Passion! Patriotism!”
Submitted to the Palisades Americanism
Parade Association (PAPA) by businesswoman and longtime Palisadian Joyce
Brunelle, the idea was chosen from about
25 entries.
Brunelle, who swells with Palisades pride,
has been attending the parade since she
moved here from Brentwood with her husband, Michael, 17 years ago.
“There is a wonderful sense of community here,” she says. And she loves the
pride that people show towards the town
all year long.

“I feel passionately about this place,” says
Brunelle, whose parade theme idea was inspired by the volunteers who keep the community going. She cites Marge and Bob
Gold, who manage the Village Green, and
Flo Elfant, who has educated generations of
Palisadians about emergency preparedness,
as shining examples of people who have
given so much back to the Palisades. She
also praises the hard work and dedication
of other local pillars, including Chamber
of Commerce CEO Arnie Wishnick and
native Palisadian Rich Wilken, who both
play important roles on the PAPA board.
Brunelle recalls the first Fourth of July
parade she viewed as a new resident. “There
Photo: Shelby Pascoe
was an elephant in the parade, followed by Joyce Brunelle
She
appreciated
that
everyone’s
ideas could
a man cleaning up after the elephant, folbe
expressed—then
and
now.
lowed by a woman holding up a sign saying
As the theme winner, Brunelle will be
we shouldn’t have elephants in the parade.”
riding in the parade with her daughter, Dr.
Alice Nesselrodt, son-in-law Clark Nesselrodt and two-year-old grandson Von.
She’s already an experienced parade
participant, having first walked with her
dog, Yogi, in the Patriotic Pups Brigade in
1998. When she rode in the parade the
past two years as Chamber president with
her son Leo, she was thrilled that people
were continually calling out her name.
When not in the parade, Brunelle enjoys
watching from various locales along the
(Continued on Page 4)

nificant investment we have made in improvement and development of the entire
site from the end of Los Liones Drive to
Sunset Boulevard, it is impossible for us
to make that finding.”
Sap’s four-page letter detailed the chronology of the site restoration and also noted
that in addition to the DWP’s attempt to
purchase the land, prior attempts had been
made by Temple Kehillat Israel and the Palisades-Malibu YMCA in 1991; The Four
Square Church in 1999; and the Chabad of
Pacific Palisades in 2009.
“Each time our response has been that
the property is not surplus and cannot be
sold for any other purpose than that for
which it was acquired: recreation and trail
access,” Sap wrote.
He concluded: “In summary, CDPR will
not entertain the sale of a portion of lower
Los Liones Canyon in Topanga State Park
to the LADWP. Any further exploration of
this option by the LADWP would be counterproductive to your goal of expeditiously
serving your community’s energy needs.”
DWP spokesperson Carol Tucker was
contacted by the Palisades News about the
letter. “LADWP will be looking for alternate sites,” she replied.
A new power distributing station is
needed in the Palisades because the existing
distributing station (DS 29), located at Via
de la Paz and Sunset, is working at its capacity. According to the DWP, the station—
built in 1937—will exceed its capacity
within the next six years due to increasing
electricity demand, which has grown particularly in the Marquez area.
After an outcry about the proposed station going on land owned by DWP next to
Marquez Elementary School’s lower yard, a
15-member task force was formed in cooperation with LAUSD and former City Councilman Bill Rosendahl’s office. The group
met biweekly starting in 2012 and identified
15 possible sites, placing the top four sites
into tier one: two were near Paseo Miramar
off Via Nichols, one was between the upper
Bel-Air Bay Club and Malibu Village and
the fourth was the old Bernheimer Gardens
site off Sunset. Those sites were considered
to have the lowest community impact.
The second tier of five sites, including the
Los Liones park land, were considered alternate sites. The third tier of six sites were
considered unacceptable and included the
land owned by DWP next to Marquez.
Tucker was asked if the DWP had explored the Tier 1 sites. “We don’t have any
further information on the project right
now,” she said on May 13.
Visit: ladwp.com/DS104.
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7 Bed, 10 bath, 10,500 sq ft, 18,629 sq ft lot

$13,899,000

5 Bed, 5.5 bath

$3,850,000

CalBRE#01173073

1630Amalfi.com

4,364 sq ft

733ElMedio.com

6 bd, 5.5 bth + guest house, 6,320 sq ft, 20.877 lot

$7,599,000

2 Bed, 2.5 bath

$2,990,000

13535Lucca.com

3,600 sq ft on 9.8 acres

2695OldTopanga.com
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Fun at the Town Fair

Palisadian-Post Signage
Turned Down by DRB
By SUE PASCOE
Editor

T

There was fun for everyone in the community at the 63rd annual town fair at
Photo: Bart Bartholomew
St. Matthew’s School last Saturday.

Park Stop-Sign Cameras
Come Under Attack

E

ver since two stop-sign cameras were
installed in Temescal Gateway Park
in July 2007, controversy has raged
over their need and their legality, not to
mention the fines are now $175.
State Senator Bob Huff introduced Senate
Bill 218 in early February to do away with the
cameras. The bill passed the Senate Transportation Committee on a 9-1 vote and went
before the Natural Resources Committee
chaired by Senator Fran Pavley on May 5.
The bill needed 5 votes to pass, but the
vote was 2-2. Senator Huff requested reconsideration of the bill, which will happen in early 2016.
Pavley’s office released the following
statement on May 5: “Senator Fran Pavley
opposed SB 218 (Huff) based on a presentation from the MRCA that established
a public safety rationale for its stop sign
photo enforcement program at seven stop
signs in Los Angeles-area parks.
“However, MRCA agreed that it would
evaluate the program including the placement of stop signs, alternatives to the stop
signs and additional ways to improve and
protect public safety.
“Pavley said that recent amendments to SB
218 broadened the bill to sweep in all Vehicle
Code provisions and would have pre-empted
every traffic regulation at every park district
and every joint powers authorities in the
state—an unintended consequence that was
not explained or justified by the supporters.
“Many senators, including Pavley, were
very concerned that the photo enforcement
program generated too many violations,
which indicated that the public either did not
understand the photo enforcement program
or was unaware of the need to slow down
to preserve public safety with regard to the
many different user groups at these parks.”
Initially, Huff introduced the bill because

he said the measure would close the statutory
loophole that currently allows a particular
local authority to operate the only stop-sign
camera program in the State of California.
“With seven stationary devices in operation, these systems are unlawfully extracting millions of dollars in penalties from
California drivers annually. Current law
does not authorize the use of automated
traffic enforcement any place where traffic
is regulated by a stop sign.”
The Pacific Palisades Community Council sent a letter to Pavley. “PPCC supports
SB 218, which would end photo enforcement of stop signs by the MRCA within
MRCA parklands. The legislative exception
that MRCA carved out of the California Vehicle Code for itself several years ago was
unwarranted and has been abused. This exception means that MRCA can install automated ticket issuing machines without
measures required by the Vehicle Code.
“In fact, the two photo enforcement machines MRCA placed in Pacific Palisades’
Temescal Canyon Gateway Park are at intersections with no history of accidents or injury and very little traffic. As a result, PPCC
has received numerous complaints about
erroneous enforcement by these machines.”
—SUE PASCOE

he Pacific Palisades Design Review
Board voted 6-0 Wednesday to deny
approval of two proposed illuminated
Palisadian-Post signs that would be placed on
the parapet of the 881 Alma Real building.
One sign would face La Cruz and possibly be visible from Sunset Boulevard, the
second would face Alma Real (and Ralphs).
Six of the seven DRB members were
present at the public meeting in the Chamber of Commerce office.
Representing the Palisadian-Post, lawyer
David Ruben, of Sheppard Mullin Richter
& Hampton, said: “This isn’t the biggest
proposal in the world, there isn’t a lot to say.
We took care to make sure the signs are in
the size of the specific plan. They are the logo
and service mark of the Palisadian-Post.
“One of the signs will go where a prior
First Interstate sign was and we’re proposing placing them on two sides, so that all
of the people can see the signs,” he said.
“The paper has been in existence for 87
years and it would be a nice thing for such
an old paper to be recognized.”
Board member Donna Vaccarino said
the signs (27 ft. long with a height of 4 ft.
1 inch) did not follow Palisades Specific
Plan guidelines.
“We think the signs are proportionate to
the building and don’t dominate the building,” Ruben said.
Asked if the Palisadian-Post owned the
building, Ruben said “No.”
The Post leases a small third-floor space
on the back side of the building.
The Alma Real building, which already
has a monument sign in front, calling it
the Palisades Village Center, is a large
multi-tenant office building. Berkshire
Hathaway, which occupies major frontage
on the first floor, has a sign by its office.
DRB Vice Chair David Hibbert pointed
out section 13.B.3. of the Pacific Palisades
Commercial Village Neighborhoods Specific
Plan, which states: “For all buildings occupied by several businesses or uses, the size of
signs pertaining to each business or use is

governed by the proportion of the building
frontage occupied by that business or use.”
“I don’t think that is relevant,” Ruben said.
“Signs are placed immediately adjacent
to the businesses they advertise,” Hibbert
said. “The Palisadian-Post has no association
with this building whatsoever.”
“It seems we’ve gone afield,” Ruben replied. “We’re following rules in the municipal code.”
“I helped work on the original Specific
Plan, I have a real feel for it,” Hibbert said.
“I’m not sure you do.”
Ruben wondered if this was personal.
“Does this have to do with signs or something else?” The six members present assured
the lawyer it was strictly a signage issue.
“The Specific Plan was developed in
1985 to stop the proliferation of signs,”
Hibbert said.
Ruben argued that the proposed Palisadian-Post signs would be building identification signs. This was an argument the
DRB also rejected.
Rick Mills, a former member of the DRB
for 13 years and chair for eight, spoke
against the application during the public
comment period. “I’ve seen a lot of sign applications,” he said, noting that the 881 Alma
Real Building and the First Interstate sign
at the top of it predated the Specific Plan,
so their sign was grandfathered in. “When
a nonconforming sign is removed there is
no right to replace it,” Mills said.
Ruben reminded DRB members, “You
have discretion to make a recommendation, but the city can overrule that.”
In making its recommendation to the
city planning director, the DRB also cited
Sec. 13.B.4, noting the sign that would face
La Cruz is not permitted because there is
no parking lot or public entrance on that
side of the building.
The signs would also violate Section 2.C:
“To enhance the pedestrian orientation of
the business centers by reducing the size
and location of signs . . .”
Rueben was contacted on Friday about
whether the company he represented would
resubmit a proposal, but had not responded
by press time.

Rain Report
Rainfall on May 14 and 15 brought
in .74 of an inch of rain, to bring the
season total to 8.75 inches, per an official Los Angeles County rain gauge,
located at Carol Leacock’s home on
Bienveneda Avenue.
Deputy assistant rainmeister Ted
Mackie said that is below our median of
13.78 inches, but not bad if you compare it to the 2007 total of 4.11 inches.

Rendering of the proposed Palisadian-Post sign on the 81 Alma Real building.
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Chamber EXPO
Draws Large Crowds
By SUE PASCOE
Editor

T

he annual Community Expo, sponsored by the Pacific Palisades Chamber of Commerce, was held on
Sunday on Via de la Paz, Antioch and
Swarthmore (below Sunset), drawing hundreds of Palisadians.
The event kicked off at 10 a.m. with the
Ocean Charter Peace Players, who play
Djembe, which are West African skin-covered goblet drums.
It was hard to name the most popular attraction. Chamber of Commerce Executive
Director Arnie Wishnick said residents
were crowded around Mr. Turtle, a 20-yearold desert turtle eating carrots by the Village
School booth, and also the P85D Red Tesla,
which has the fastest acceleration of any
four-door sedan, going from 0 to 60 mph
in 3.1 seconds. The car features a 17-inch
touch screen with traffic-based navigation.
More than 40 classic and vintage autos,
including an Aston Martin on display from
automobile sponsor O’Gara Coach, were
lined up on Via de la Paz. O’Gara is located in Beverly Hills.
Children were lined up to race digital
slot cars, sponsored by Rodeo Realty.
Live music was provided by Amazing

Brunelle
(Continued from Page 1)
route, including the VIP bleachers and in
front of the Mobil station.
The Fourth of July is always a full day for
Brunelle. She relishes the VIP luncheon,
seeing Carey Peck and his skydivers land to
start the parade, the parade itself, barbecuing at home with friends and family and
viewing the fireworks at Palisades High
School. She loves the festive feel that permeates the entire village, and how people
put their chairs out the day before to secure
prime viewing spots.
One of her fondest memories of the
Fourth was when Leo was little. They were
on the lawn at PaliHi for the fireworks show,
and his head was on her belly, and Brunelle’s head was on her husband’s belly.
Winning the theme contest means a lot
to Brunelle, because she really is fond of the
people in the community, and how they
look out for one another.
“One year, a woman took a picture of
me at the VIP luncheon. A couple of years
later she came up to me to give me the picture. That’s the Palisades. She was really
concerned about finding me and giving me
the picture.”
Most clients of Suntricity, the solar company she founded that has won dozens of
awards, are Palisadians. “I love helping peo-

Music, sponsored by Optimus Properties.
There were on-street demonstrations by
students from Fancy Feet Dance Studio
and Gerry Blanck’s Martial Arts studio.
Areté Prepartory Academy in West L.A.,
a deliberately small (45 students) high
school focused on critical thinking and
philosophy, was the major Expo sponsor.
U.S. Bank was the merchant sponsor.
At almost every business and school booth,
there were giveaways of pens, bags and hats.
Expo participants included: ADT Security
Patrol, Açaí Nation, Blue Sky Energy, Brentwood Art Center, Chabad, Coldwell Banker,
Dentistry by Design, eCenter, En Route
Travel, European Skin and Massage Studio,
Forest Lawn Mortuary, Gelson’s, Gibson
International Realty, Adam Glazer/Liberty
Mutual Ins., Happy Holiday, Helen Berman
Insurance, Innate Chiropractic, Juice Crafters, Luxe Homecare, Marie Tran PC, Max
Impact Martial Arts, One Neuro Medical
Service, Pacific Palisades Dentistry, Pacific
Palisades Pediatric Dentistry, Pacific Palisades Woman’s Club, Palisades Pit Stop, River
Ranch Way Camp, Rodeo Realty, Studio K,
Suntricity, Technology For You, The Maids,
Tutor Doctor, Ultimate Health and Wellness,
Village School, Westside Waldorf School and
Xocal Healthy Chocolate. Palisades News
was the media sponsor for the event.
ple save money and protecting the environment one rooftop at a time,” she says.
In addition to serving as Chamber president, Brunelle received the Woman of Valor
award for service and leadership from the
Chabad of Pacific Palisades earlier this year.
“This year, I’m a superstar,” Brunelle says,
laughing. “This year will be my favorite because I will be the queen of the Palisades.”

Coffee and Chat
Will Be Held at
Pali Elementary
The Palisades Elementary Charter
School Ambassadors invite parents and
caregivers of all incoming 2015-16 kindergarten students to join principal, Mrs. Joan
Ingle, from 9:30-10:30 a.m. in the school library on Friday, May 29 for coffee and discussion at this month’s “Coffee and Chat.”
Ingle will talk about “Kindergarten
Readiness,” how the staff handles the separation process, how classes are formed
and teachers are assigned, drop-off and
pick-up procedures, lunch options and
after-school options.
Learn about what the first day and first
week of school will be like for you and your
child, and how you can prepare over the
summer. This event is for adults only.

The Fourth of July Parade
will soon be marching
through Pacific Palisades.

GET INVOLVED!
The Palisades Americanism Parade Association
(PAPA) organizes and pays for the day through
community support, donations—and now—
contributions from advertisements.
This year the program will be printed by the
Palisades News, and advertising proceeds
will go directly to PAPA. Save your space
in the Official Parade Program. Not only will
thousands see your ad, but your company
will be giving back to the parade.

The annual event is one of the
biggest days in the Palisades.
Play your part in supporting
this tradition.
Contact:
Daphne Gronich, PAPA President

(310) 779-4456
Jeff Ridgway, Parade Program Ads Volunteer

(310) 401-7695
jridgway@palisadesnews.com
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City Vows to Investigate Tunnel Flooding
By SUE PASCOE
Editor

T

he small pedestrian tunnel under
PCH that was closed on April 28 is
now reopened.
Connecting Ocean Way and Maybery
Street with Will Rogers State Beach, the
tunnel allows safe access under the highway.
Sharon Kilbride, a member of the BOCA
Canyon environmental committee, discovered the closing, after she had previously
sanitized and cleaned it.
She contacted Caltrans representative
David Sedacca and wrote: “I was sent photos
that your team closed the tunnel after the
water was already cleared out. I am a bit
confused on why this action took place.”
In an earlier Palisades News story (“Tale
of Two Tunnels,” April 15), Kilbride and
George Wolfberg had been in contact with
Sedacca because the smaller tunnel was
flooded even when there had been no rain
in weeks.
Caltrans had installed a sump pump last
year, and promised to look at the situation,
again, but Sedacca noted that the house situated just above the tunnel did not have
drains that feed into the street drains,
which meant all the water pours down
from eaves directly onto the stairs and land
below. There also appeared to be a constant

flow of water from 101 Ocean (the highrise on the bluffs in Santa Monica) towards
the tunnel.
BOCA Canyon Association President
Doug Suisman wrote Sedacca in an April
23 e-mail, urging that steps be taken to keep
the tunnel safe: “Closure of either tunnel
[the second is the Roosevelt Tunnel, connecting Entrada to the beach] is not an acceptable option, as the two tunnels are used
by tens of thousands of people a year, pedestrians and cyclists, to access the coast
and Will Rogers State Beach. There are no
other coastal access points for more than
half a mile to the south (Montana bridgeway) and more than a mile to the north
(Temescal crosswalk).”
Sedacca replied: “If this water and tunnel
issue are deemed to be a safety issue for the
public, I am bound by duty to close the
tunnel. Please understand that I am utilizing all resources at my disposal to avoid that
conclusion. If, however, it is determined to
be a liability to the state, I will do what is
necessary to protect the state as well as the
public taxpayer at large. The issue has been,
and continues to be the sediment coming
from the hill, and/or the residential properties above the tunnel in question.”
BOCA neighbors reached out to the City
in an effort to keep the smaller tunnel open.
Gustave Nunez with the Department of

Transportation responded: “I understand
the water flowing on to PCH is flowing
from the street above. I just don’t know
how to stop the water flow. Do you know
if the City of Los Angeles has been informed regarding this issue?”
Resident Wes Hough, a member of
BOCA responded, “Yes, the neighborhood
has been in frequent contact with Councilman Bonin’s office over many months.
As far as I know, they [the City] have not
investigated the source of the water.”

Councilman Mike Bonin’s senior counsel, Norm Kulla, responded in a May 7
email: “Our City’s street improvement and
stormwater division of the Bureau of Engineering is also investigating and will report back. We’ll keep collaborating to try
to figure this out.”
Kilbride responded to Kulla: “Thank
you for all your help on this project. Gustavo and crew pumped out the water yesterday and the tunnel is clean and walkable
for now.”

Musicians Sought for
July 4 Opening Band
The opening band on the main stage at
the Fourth of July concert/fireworks show
will be “Palisades-centric.”
Concert organizer Keith Turner said that
instead of having just one local band play,
the idea is to be inclusive and use Palisades
kids and adults in an all-star-type group.
“The band will play four to five songs,”
Turner said. “Because there are some good
drummers and bass players in town, individual drummers and bass players may
only play one song or two.”

Amazing Music’s Patrick Hildebrand,
who plays tenor and baritone uke in the
Ooks of Hazard and is also a teacher at the
store, has agreed to organize the local talent.
Again, this year again, the B stage in the
upper parking lot will feature music from
3:30 to 6:30 p.m. Turner said the stage is
ideal for solo and acoustic acts, but that a
regular-sized band might also work.
If you are interested in playing in the
All Stars or playing on the B stage, please
contact Turner at kjt@turnerlawapc.com.

ELLEN M C CO R MIC K
FEATURED LISTINGS

LD

SO

631 Baylor St. 3 BR, 2 BA
Offered at $1,495,000 | www.631Baylor.com

559 Bienveneda Ave., 2 BR, 1 BA
Offered at $995,000

ELLEN MCCORMICK
Distinguished representation of the
Westside since 1984.

ellenmccormick.com
(310) 230-3707 | ellen@ellenmccormick.com
CalBRE# 00872518

©2015 An Independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC.
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Heard
About Town
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ANN CLEAVES

Watch for Nesting Birds
Birds have begun to nest in our garden, now that the gardeners have agreed
not to use their leaf blowers anymore. We
can see two baby hummingbirds in a tiny
nest from our dining room window, and
a mourning dove is perched on her nest
hidden in a juniper. We plan to wait until
autumn to prune our hedges and trees
in order not to disturb the next generation of feathered friends!

Obey the Building Codes
The house at 1038 Embury is five feet
closer to the curb than the rest of the
houses on the street. Nobody in the City
seems to be monitoring or enforcing the
current regulations. Maybe City inspectors are stretched too thin, but in the effort to maximize house size, rules are
being broken.

Stop Sign Not Needed
Take out the Stop sign on Entrada
Drive. It backs up traffic and there is a
traffic signal only a block away.

Enough of the Parklet
I don’t want to read one more story
about the parklet. It’s amazing that a few
people can get so fixated on such a stupid
topic. Build the darn thing and if it doesn’t work take it out after a year. But stop
reporting it, I’m tired of hearing about it.

Water Column Needed
It would be helpful if you had a column in every issue that allows readers
to write in ideas about conservation.
Any “outside the box” ideas that all of us
could adopt would be really helpful.

Rain and Lightning
It was so exciting to actually have
weather last Thursday. I heard that lightning hit a tree in the Marquez area and
set it afire. But oh, on the positive side,
wasn’t it lovely to hear the rain pour
down on the roof?

Get a Poppy
Over Memorial Day weekend, seek
out an American Legion Auxiliary member and support our veterans by wearing
a red crepe poppy. Each flower is individually made be veterans in rehabilitation
and all donations go back to veterans.
———————
If you’d like to share something you’ve
“heard about town,” please email it to
spascoe@palisadesnews.com

VIEWPOINT

College Choices Are the Beginning
By DEBBIE ALEXANDER
Special to the Palisades News

is not easy and can be really difficult.
I’ll never forget Casey’s phone call freshman
year about being arrested for underage drinking.
ap-and-gown season is nearly upon
Plus, we lived through every parent’s worst
us. Hence, a vast majority of 2015’s
nightmare when he got sick at school. He took
seniors will go off to college. As a par- time off, healed and successfully completed
ent, buckle your seatbelt because you might
two more semesters in Ann Arbor. Casey is
be in store for quite a wild ride. We were with now returning to Los Angeles to finish up his
both of our sons for very different reasons.
bachelor’s of fine arts degree.
My eldest, Casey, attended the University of
Jeremy wanted to play Division 3 baseball in
Michigan in Ann Arbor for three years, while college. Plus, he needed a school with a strong
my younger one, Jeremy, just completed his
music program. Whitman recruited him for
freshman year at Whitman College in Walla
their team. We visited and he applied early
Walla, Washington.
decision. By December of his senior year, he
I felt that my boys were prepared to leave home was set. That is until he got there.
socially and academically. College, however, is
After two weeks, he called in a panic because he
not an easy transition for any 18-year-old kid was not sure if he could physically play baseball
when you are over 1,000 or 2,000 miles away
and keep up with his classes. He wanted to quit
from home. It is traumatic to fly the coop.
the team. I warned him of the consequences. The
I am also painfully aware of how my role in next day he got cut. On top of that blow, he did
their lives has changed dramatically. I text them, not make the school’s big jazz band. However,
forward e-mails pertinent to their interests and an upper-level combo did perform and record
actually send periodic care packages via USPS. one of his original jazz compositions.
My youngest, Lily, is a ninth grader, and
I give Jeremy tremendous credit because he
skeptical that I will do the same for her. In a few has been so resilient in his first year away. He
years from now, she will choose her own college might not return and is now taking a gap year
destiny. We do not even discuss this topic yet. to figure out his path.
Of course, my sons and I chat often by
Los Angeles and schools nearby now suddenly
phone. For some reason, face time on the
seem appealing. Did I ever expect any of these
computer never really worked. I blame the
experiences for my sons? Of course not, but each
lousy cell reception we have around here. I
one has garnered more insight into themselves.
rarely step foot into their bedrooms because
As I said to Jeremy recently, “Your biggest
doing so makes me miss them even more.
lessons at college sometimes are not about what
I, in turn, view myself as their “consigliere” you are learning in your classes. Rather, you gain
and am fortunate enough that both of my sons the knowledge of what you want out of your life.”
feel comfortable sharing their struggles with
(Editor’s note: Debbie Alexander has conme. My role has shifted to encouraging them
tributed numerous stories, essays and viewpoints
to help themselves. I swear that this approach over the years and we welcome her back.)

C

Thought to Ponder
“Success does not consist
in never making mistakes
but in never making the
same one a second time.”
― George Bernard Shaw
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EDITORIAL

Doubling the Load on Volunteers

F

ourth of July festivities in Pacific Palisades are a
massive undertaking. The organization of the
morning Will Rogers 5/10K falls firmly on the
shoulders of Brian Shea, Thomas Hathaway and Chuck
McGlothlin (who directs the Palisades Optimist Club
volunteers as they hand out water and t-shirts and deal
with registration). A group of 10 or more people has
been meeting since April to iron out details, and no
one is paid for this work.
The Palisades Americanism Parade Association, the
volunteer group that plans the parade and VIP luncheon,
in conjunction with Pageantry Productions (which lines
up the marching bands and arranges the parade entries)
is led again this year by President Daphne Gronich. She
and a devoted group of volunteers make sure the event
goes off smoothly. One of her key assistants is Sylvia Boyd,
president of PAPA People, the residents who handle
various July 4 assignments to ensure a seamless event.
The evening concert and fireworks are headed by
Keith Turner and Rich Wilken. Practically everyone

who goes to the Palisades High stadium for the show is
impressed by the quality of the music and fireworks
and the professional presentation. All done with a volunteer effort.
Pretty good, right? Our neighbors put on one of the
best and largest parties of the year.
But, in addition to having to scramble to pay for this
fun-filled day, volunteers are required by the City of
Los Angeles to file different permits.
Our former Councilwoman Cindy Miscikowski called
the day a special event, and managed to get the City to
waive various fees and costs, except for insurance and
application requirements. Her successor, Bill Rosendahl,
followed suit until about 2009, when the City called
the parade a First Amendment right, but not the other
two events—even though they were an integral part of
a full-day celebration and in the same town.
As a result, the race, the parade and the concert/
fireworks organizers must all file permits separately.
Not only is it a waste of the volunteers’ time, the City

looks clumsy because its departments don’t coordinate.
Two years ago on street poles near the Recreation Center,
three signs were posted concerning parking, all with
overlapping times: one was for the race, a second covered
the time before the parade and a third covered the time
during and immediately after the parade. The City hires
people to put up signs and in this case two different
crews came out to post signs, when a single “No Parking
July 4” sign would have covered the day. Palisades
donations to the Fourth paid for the unnecessary cost.
Current Councilman Mike Bonin’s office was contacted
in early May and asked why the Palisades couldn’t get
one permit for the entire day. On May 15, the Palisades
News was told that Bonin’s staff is looking into it. In
the meantime, a member of Bonin’s staff will pick up
the permit applications in the Palisades and drive them
to City Hall.
Thanks, but next year, let’s handle the event like it is:
one big, full day of Palisadians celebrating our country’s
birth and celebrating freedom.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dogs Need to Be Kept
On Leash at the Park

More Clarification Needed
About Beekeeping Ordinance

Last night [May 11] we had a very scary incident happen
at the Palisades Recreation Center. My two sons and I were
leaving the park after my 7-year-old’s 5-pitch baseball
game when a dog off a leash attacked us for the pizza
the kids were eating. My oldest was able to get away by
hiding behind a trash can and throwing his pizza in the
trash. The dog then went for my 4 year-old. I jumped
in-front of him to protect him and his face. The dog
still got his hand and scared my son horribly.
The owner quickly said “Oh, I am really sorry” and
then left.
I know that this is not the first time something like
this has happened at the park, and that many parents
are very upset about the lack of enforcement of the
dogs-on-leash rule.
Often times when parents do say something to the
dog owners about putting their dog on a leash we are
met with hostility and end up being yelled at by the
dog owner. If we go to the park office to report and get
help, the staff says they will go check it out and then
never come out of the office. Something needs to be
done before a real tragedy happens.
Please take the time and really consider this very
important issue. This is a very big deal and needs to be
addressed.
Courtney Lewis
(Editor’s note: Park Ranger Captain Albert Torres said
the Park Rangers are now enforcing park regulations at
the Palisades Recreation Center. They include: dogs must
be on leash at the park; there is no smoking, no alcohol,
no camping or lodging and that parking is only for the
use of park patrons.)

I am writing in regards to the proposed backyard bee
ordinance in Los Angeles. I attended the Pacific Palisades
Community Council meeting on April 23 and felt the
scientific issues were not adequately addressed. I have a
degree from UC Berkeley in conservation of natural
resources/wild land management and will be the first to
admit I know nothing about bees. What I do know is that
there are issues that need to be addressed when introducing
a large population of a particular species into an environment. I am not afraid of bees, I am afraid for bees.
Of concern are the following:
1. The issue of hive collapse and its effects on agriculture
are well documented and important. Several people said
that backyard beekeeping is beneficial to bees and to the
issue of hive collapse. As evidence of the benefit of
backyard bee keeping to bees, we were told that there is a
finite number of natural wild bee hives in Los Angeles,
about nine per square mile, and that the bee population
remains stable. We were told that when domestic beehives
are introduced, the wild bees eventually go away and
the area is left with a population of domestic bees.
Why is the eradication of the natural population of
bees a benefit to bees? There needs to be a scientific
reason why eradicating our natural neighborhood bees
and replacing them with domestic bees will help in the
fight against hive collapse.
2. What is the genetic makeup of the domesticated
bees? Are they genetically homogeneous? Do they differ
from the wild bee population?
If the new domestic bees are genetically similar,
won’t the introduction of hundreds of thousands of
like individuals make the entire bee population more
at risk for hive collapse from a disease or fungus?

Palisades News welcomes all letters, which may be mailed to spascoe@palisadesnews.com. Please include a name, address
and telephone number so we may reach you. Letters do not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of the Palisades News.

3. How will backyard hives in Los Angeles help with
hive collapse in agricultural areas? How will the backyard
bees in Los Angeles get to the agricultural areas? How
far do bees typically forage from a hive in Los Angeles?
4. Why, if true, is there a stable number of wild hives in
the Los Angeles area, about 9 per square mile? Mr. Eric
Knudsen of HoneyLove said local forage would support
only a finite number of hives/bees. As I drive around my
neighborhood, the Pacific Palisades Alphabet Streets,
there seems to be an unlimited amount of year-round
forage. Perhaps the stability of the bee population is due to
something other than forage? Could the stable population
be due to pesticides or removal of hives by people? I do
not know, but if it is assumed the stable number of hives
is due to forage, and it is not, then there could be an
enormous increase in the number of bees per square mile.
5. Will honey from backyard bee hives contain pesticides? I asked Mr. Knudsen, and while I do not have his
exact words, an accurate representation of his reply would
be: “I would trust a backyard producer to a commercial
producer because they spray less.” My property is 5,500
square feet. I have four neighbors, one on each side and
two behind. I don’t know what pesticides are used on their
properties. A backyard bee keeper would not, either.
6. If the queen dies, and the bee keeper does not quickly
replace her, won’t the hive swarm the neighborhood?
Perhaps the City Planning Commission could consult
with a scientist and add a regulation that specifies
replacement of the queen at regular intervals.
Please consider asking the City Planning Committee
to consult with a scientist before approving this measure.
It would be terrible to do something to help bees that
ends up causing more mortality and hive loss.
J. Madeline Hyman
(Editor’s note: It was announced at the May 14 PPCC
meeting that the Planning Commission approved the
ordinance and it will now go to the LA City Council for
final action.)
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Female Transient Taken into
Custody for Observation

V

There is concern about the increasing number of transients who are defying the law
that prohibits camping on the beach.

Tent City Concerns S.M. Canyon Residents
(Editor’s note: The following letter was
sent to Pacific Palisades Senior Lead Officer
Michael Moore.)
The community in Santa Monica Canyon is worried about the increase of homeless folks sleeping on the beach. These
photos were taken this morning at 5:45 am.
Today [May 14], I counted 16 tents and
the numbers are increasing weekly.
I was told that Santa Monica and Venice
PD are enforcing no sleeping on the beach
and the homeless are now coming north to
Will Rogers because we are not enforcing

the law.
The community has asked if your department could send a night patrol out to
this area near station 17 and enforce the
no sleeping on the beach law. One of your
officers suggested a helicopter fly by with
lights at night may help.
We would appreciate your help on this
growing problem. Residents are scared to
walk on the beach in the late evening hours
due to the growing numbers of homelessness.
Thank you.
Sharon Kilbride

illage Green Board President Marge
Gold arrived at 8 a.m. on May 11 at
the private pocket park, located off
Sunset between Swarthmore and Antioch.
She was meeting with a handyman about
sprinkler repair work.
A homeless woman was washing her
clothes on the fountain edge.
“I told her it was a private park and that
she couldn’t wash her clothes there,” Gold
said. “She wouldn’t stop and began yelling
at me.” Gold called Palisades Patrol, a security company who works pro bono for the
Village Green. “An officer showed up and
tried to move her on, but with no luck.”
Gold, who had moved to safety across the
street, saw the woman lunge at the Palisades
Patrol officer and swing something at him.
He used pepper spray, but the woman still
continued to shout and threaten him.
A spectator said: “The homeless woman demanded the real police and a woman police officer. She appeared to be aware
of the law. She shouted for what seemed
like hours.”
Fire department paramedics arrived and
then the LAPD. The police officers initially
told Gold there was nothing they could do
because it was a public park. Gold replied
it was a private park, paid for and cared for
by nonprofit donations.

The police officer then told Gold she
would have to make a citizen’s arrest. Her
husband, Bob, told her “You’re not going
to do that.”
Eventually the woman was taken into
custody for observation. Palisades Senior
Lead Officer Michael Moore was contacted
and asked why LAPD could not arrest
someone for trespassing. He had not responded by press time.

Photography Show
In the Library
Palisades High School student photography is on display through May 31 in the
Palisades Branch Library community
room, 851 Alma Real. There are more than
60 photographs, which have been shot in
black and white, film and digital.
Teacher Rick Steil has more than 160 students in his beginning, advanced and AP
photography classes this year, and this collection represents some of the top images.
Since Steil starting teaching at PaliHi seven
years ago, the classes have grown by more
than 60 students. The professional fashion
photographer said, “I’ve been told it’s one
of the hardest classes to get into at Pali.”

5 PM
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GRACIOUS
HIGHLANDS ESTATE

UNOBSTRUCTED
OCEAN VIEWS!

BUILD YOUR DREAM
HOME HERE

16678 Via la Costa
Pacific Palisades

17712 Revello Drive
Pacific Palisades

1410 El Bosque Court
Pacific Palisades

Sited on an approx one half acre lot within
the exclusive guard gated Enclave, this
5bd/7.5ba Mediterranean estate boasts exceptional 180 degree ocn & mtn vus. The
stunning master suite enjoys ocn vus, priv
balc, his & hers baths & 2 walk-in closets. 3
car garage. Membership in Summit Club.
www.EnclaveEstate.com

Commanding panoramic Palos Verdes to
Point Dume ocean views from this romantic
4 bedroom + 3 bath two-story Castellammare
beach home. Enormous windows on each
level provide great light & vus. Unique opportunity providing 2 separate lots with a
combined lot size of approx. 7,420 SF.
www.17712Revel.o.com

Over 1/3 of an acre (per assessor) on a quiet
cul-de-sac in the Palisades Highlands. Plans
for 5 bedroom and 5 ½ bathroom Mediterranean in 5,631 SF with subterranean level,
pool & spa. Membership in the Palisades
Hills Recreation Center with pool and tennis courts.

OFFERED AT $6,250,000

OFFERED AT $2,750,000

OFFERED AT $1,850,000

Dan Urbach
Palisadian and Realtor
since 1992.
BRE #01147391

Call Dan Directly at: 310.230.3757
Info@DanUrbach.com • www.ExclusiveRealtor.com
881 Alma Real Drive, Suite 100, Pacific Palisades, CA 90272
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PASSINGS

Joan Day Keller, 87;
A Las Doradas Founder

J

oan Day Keller passed away April 17,
2015, after a long struggle with Alzheimer’s disease.
Born in Los Angeles on November 13,
1927, to Canadians Robert Day and Frances
Marion Cockburn Kerr Day, Joan graduated from University High School and attended Los Angeles City College. Introduced by
his Army buddy Jimmy Verghis, Jack Keller
married Joan on August 20, 1948; they remained married for 66 years.
Joan discovered Pacific Palisades when
her Rancho Park employer, Fairy Tale Pastries, sent her to open a bakery space in the
Bay Market (now Pharmaca).
With Jack and sons Tim and Terry, the
family moved from Santa Monica to the
Palisades in January 1956, living on Palmera Avenue until 1963 when they moved
to Muskingum Avenue, still the family
home. A founding member of Las Doradas,
Joan hosted the first meeting in 1962 at
her home on Palmera.
In addition to her husband Jack Keller,
Joan is survived by son Timothy Alan
Keller, a teacher, writer, and photographer
in Raton, New Mexico, and his wife Chris-

Joan Day Keller
tina Boyce; and son Terry Randall Keller,
a teacher living in the family home on
Muskingum.
Granddaughter Darcy Day Keller lives
in New York City; grandson Killian Caleb
Keller lives in Austin, Texas. Joan especially
loved the company of family and countless
friends: Her absence is felt by many.
Services for Joan Keller will be held on a
boat north of Santa Monica Pier at a later
date when they can be combined with
those for her loving husband, Jack.

St. Matthew’s Music Season
Ends with Concert on June 5

F

elix Mendelssohn’s “Suite” from the
“Incidental Music for Shakespeare’s
A Midsummer Night’s Dream” will be
on the program that concludes St. Matthew’s Music Guild season at 8 p.m., on
Friday, June 5, at St. Matthew’s Church,
1031 Bienveneda Ave.
The program also features Franz Joseph
Haydn’s “Te Deum for Empress Maria
Theresa” and Gloria by John Rutter.
Thomas Neenan will conduct.
Gloria, which highlights the choir and
brass, will also spotlight the Pardee Memorial Organ played by Yuka Ito.
The Pardee organ, with more than 2,000
pipes, celebrates its 30th anniversary this
month. It is widely regarded as one of the
finest mechanical-action organs on the West
Coast. It was built and installed by the firm
of C.B. Fisk in Gloucester, Massachusetts.
Orchestra, choir and soloists will participate in Haydn’s piece. Composed in 1799,
it was premiered at the Esterházy family
estate in 1800 to celebrate the arrival of
Lord Nelson on a state visit. Roughly contemporaneous with the oratorio The Seasons, the “Te Deum” was written in the key
of C major and concludes with an intricate
double fugue.
Mendelssohn composed the overture for

A Midsummer Night’s Dream in 1826, when
he was only 17 years old. It is often spoken
of as the most impressive work ever composed by a teenager. Composed in the classical style, the overture nevertheless contains
many romantic and programmatic elements. Mendelsshon composed the remainder of the incidental music just a few
years before his premature death in 1847. It
concludes with the famous “Wedding
March” that is often heard at weddings today.
Tickets for the concert are $35 and available at the door or online at musicguildonline.org. Call: (310) 573-7422.

Atria Offers Programs
For Palisades Seniors
Atria Senior Living, at 15441 (across from
Gelson’s) offers its programs free to Palisades residents. Seniors do not have to live
at the facility to take advantage of the programs, but please RSVP to (310) 573-9545.
On Thursday, May 21 at 3:30 p.m., opera
singer Francesca Sola will perform. Appetizers and refreshments will be available.
On Memorial Day, May 25, local vets will
be honored and guitarist David Winstone
will perform a variety show at 3:30 p.m.

HAPPY SPRING

to All Our Wonderful
Customers!

3 GROOMERS TO STYLE YOUR DOG OR CAT

We Groom to Your Specifications. Including
Teeth Brushing, and Nails Clipped & Filed.
Gifts of Toys, Treats and other Dog & Cat
Accessories and Clothing Available.
Family-Run for 12 ‘Your-Pet-Comes-First’ Years.
Non-Anesthesia Teeth Scaling Twice-a-Month.

STYLE FOR EVERYONE
20% OFF FOR FIRST TIME CLIENTS
Full-service hair, skincare, and beauty studio serving the
Palisades, Malibu, and Westside community. With adjacent
blow-dry bar and professional beauty supply store.

Open: Tues. – Sat.
8:00 am – 4:30 pm.
Closed Mondays

PAWS N’ CLAWS
GROOMING SALON, INC
16634 Marquez Ave., Pacific Palisades
(310) 459-2009

Blow Dry - $40+
Cuts & Design - $95+

Ninkey Dalton

Men's Cuts - $50

Your Local Neighborhood Agent

Coloring - $75+

Children Styles - $30+

The Agency

(424) 400-5921
www.TheAgencyRE.com

Pacific Palisades, Brentwood,
Santa Monica, Beverly Hills, Venice
1016 Swarthmore Ave • Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 • (310) 454-1885

CalBRE#01437780

WE
DO
CATS,
TOO!

Page 10

May 20, 2015

Palisades News

NO O
ONE
NE SELLS MORE HOMES
IIN
N SOUTHERN
S OUTHERN CALIFORNIA
CALIFOR NIA
THAN
THA
N COLDWELL
COLDWELL BANKER
BA NKER
®

1

2

3

FEA
ATURED
TURE PROPERTIES
1

PACIFIC P
PALIS
ALISADES

$13,500,000

yw
w// ocean & vineyard vws.
French Country
Ali Rassekhi (310) 359-5695

2

PACIFIC P
PALIS
ALISADES

$12,695,000

1930’s Classic Spanish, 7Brr//7.5Ba w
w/
/pool
Holly Davis (310) 230-7377

3

4

5

PACIFIC P
PALIS
ALISADES

$6,499,000

Huntington Palisades. 6bd/7bth.

6

Hollingsworth & Leff (310) 230-2483

4

PACIFIC P
PALIS
ALISADES

$4,495,000

Beautiful Updated Family Home, 5Brr//4Ba
Kurt Hiete(310) 990-8409

5

LOS ANGELES

$3,395,000

Dramatic & beautiful Architectural w/
w/pl.
Michael Edlen (310) 230-7373

6

PACIFIC P
PALIS
ALISADES

$2,699,999

Beautiful remodeled
deled 4+3 w/
w/curb appeal.

7

8

Leslie A Woodward (310) 387-8020

9
7

PACIFIC P
PALIS
ALISADES

$2,525,000

Family Neighborhood. 4,355 Square Feet.
Jon Cates (310) 570-9444

8

PACIFIC P
PALIS
ALISADES

$2,250,000

Bright & impeccable with in/
/out
out flow.
Michael Edlen (310) 230-7373

9

PACIFIC P
PALIS
ALISADES

$1,795,000

Years!
ears! Rare Views!
1st Time On Mkt In 50 Y
M. Hedges | M. Gertzman (310) 475-7500

10

11

12

10

PACIFIC P
PALIS
ALISADES

$945,000

w/Mtn+C
/Mtn+Cyn VIEWS
Light & Bright TH w
Sharon & John (310) 573-7737

11

PACIFIC P
PALIS
ALISADES

$865,000

Amazing VIEW location “on the rim”
Sharon & John (310) 573-7737

12

PACIFIC P
PALIS
ALISADES

$735,000

Prime Pacific Palisades 2+2+den/
/offic
office
Inne Chung (310) 230-2492

13

14

15

13

PACIFIC P
PALIS
ALISADES

$659,000

1bd/1ba remodeled condo w/
w/views
Adam Katz (310) 230-2415

14

PACIFIC P
PALIS
ALISADES

$650,000

w/
/ ocean vus
2+2 Bungalow 1100SF Private w
C. Damon | A. Damon (310) 230-2427

15

PACIFIC P
PALIS
ALISADES

$399,000

1300+SqFt Mobile Home Beach Hideaway.
C. Damon | A. Damon (310) 230-2427

PACIFIC PALISADES
15101 W SUNSET BLVD

PALISADES HIGHLAND
HIGHLANDS
S
(310) 454-1111

facebook.com/ColdwellBankerPacificPalisades

1515 PALISADES DRIVE

Connect W
With
ith Us

(310) 459-7511

facebook.com/ColdwellBankerPalisadesHighlands

VIEW MORE LIS
LISTINGS
TINGS AT
AT

C
CALIFORNIAMOVES.COM
ALIFORNIAMO
OVES.COM

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered
service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Broker does not guarantee the accuracy of square footage, lot size or other information concerning the condition or features of property provided by seller or obtained from public records or other sources, and the buyer is advised to independently verify the accuracy of that
information through personal inspection and with appropriate professionals. * Based on information total sales volume from California Real Estate Teechnology Services, Santa Barbara Association of REALLTORS,
TORS, SANDICOR, Inc. for the period 1/1/2013 through 12/31/2013 in Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego,
Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties. Due to MLS reporting methods and allowable reporting policy, this data is only informational and may not be completely accurate. Therefore, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage does not guarantee the data accuracy. Data maintained by the MLS’s may not reflect all real estate activity in the market.
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QT Fitness Adds Yoga Classes
By SUE PASCOE
Editor

T

he QT Fitness studio, located in the
Highlands Village complex, is adding additional yoga classes starting
June 1.
“We had planned to add yoga classes in
the fall,” said owner Danielle Robinson,
“but when we heard YogaWorks was closing the end of May, and because many of
those students reached out to us, we’re
starting sooner.”
QT, which opened in 2013 as a woman’sonly fitness center offering spin, barre and
yoga classes, has become coed.
The studio, located near TASTE and
happyLA, two miles west of the Palisades
Village at the base of Palisades Drive. There
is free parking and towels and mat service
are provided.
“Some of YogaWorks’ instructors will be
teaching in our studio and we’re trying to

Canale, Martinez
Host Opening
One of Hollywood’s most soughtafter colorists, Michael Canale, has
partnered with cousin Jeffrey Martinez to open the Canale-Martinez
Salon in the Monument Building,
970 Monument St., Suite 204.
A grand opening will be held tomorrow, May 21, at the salon from 5 to
9 p.m. The event will be catered by
Pinocchio (see restaurant review, page
22.) There will be wine and beer, and
Partners Trust, Studio K Training and
Bellagion Nail Spa will host giveaways.
RSVP info@canalemartinezsalon.com.
Martinez, who is the co-owner of
Martinez-Samuel in West Hollywood,
has more than 20-years of experience in
the beauty business. He trained at Vidal
Sassoon in London and specializes in
creating natural-looking color and tailored cuts to fit the individual client. He
has long-time clients in San Francisco
and a loyal clientele in Hollywood.
Canale, who is probably best known
for being Jennifer Aniston’s long-time
colorist, focuses on the natural beauty
of hair to protect it and prevent damage.
With more than 30 years of experience,
he is a regular in Allure’s Best of Beauty
and W Magazine’s Blackbook.
The two men have had numerous
requests to open a high-end salon west
of the 405 Freeway. “Pacific Palisades
seemed like the perfect fit with its cool
village vibe,” they said.
Call: (310) 454-3444.

keep some of those students’ favorite class
times, such as 6:30 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday; the Tuesday, Thursday midday
class (1:30 p.m.); and the Monday, Wednesday 5:45 p.m. class,” Robinson said. The
class schedule is being finalized and will be
on the web site: QTFitness.me. QT is also
offering a YogaWorks special for YogaWorks current members.
“Class size is small, usually no more than
10 in a class,” she said. “At the end of the
day, no one wants to be in a room with 50
other people.”
Over the past two years the QT schedule
and classes have been molded and modified
because of resident input.
Last summer, Robinson noticed that the
8:30 a.m. classes were mostly empty. After
speaking to several of her clients, she realized that they were dropping kids off at
camps during that time.
This summer, classes have been moved
to 9:30 and 10:30 a.m. “in order to make it
easier on moms,” Robinson said. “We strive
to provide the best customer service.”
With smaller class sizes than regular
gyms, “the novice and the fitness enthusiast
can all get a good workout,” Robinson said.
“The classes allow teachers to provide better individual instruction and make sure
students stay safe.”
Robinson, who was a soccer and track
star at Cal State Dominguez Hills, suffered
an injury to her knee in college. “That’s how

Danielle Robinson is the owner of QT Fitness off Palisades Drive.
I got started on the bike,” she said. “I’ve
been teaching spinning since 1997.”
She graduated with a degree in kinesiology in 2000 and also has her early childhood teaching certificate. She is teaching
yoga at the Sunshine preschool, but has
also taught classes at Palisades Elementary
and Palisades Lutheran preschool.
“I do free demonstrations to teach kids
the importance of physical education,” said
Robinson, who lives in Brentwood with

Photo: Bart Bartholomew

her husband, Mark Robinson.
“It’s nice being part of a small community,” she said, noting that her husband’s
parents, Roger and Michelle Potash, still
live here. “This is all about the community
and what the community wants.”
Specials are offered regularly and currently there is an offer for 30-days unlimited spin, barre and yoga classes for $99
for new clients. Call: (310) 454-2883 or
email info@qtfitness.me.

Who Are Today’s Home Buyers?
By MICHAEL EDLEN
Special to the Palisades News

W

e are often asked how it is possible
for Pacific Palisades home prices
to continue such an extended
period of steady increases. Who are the current buyers and where are they coming
from? Is there a change in where the buyers
are coming from as compared to a year ago?
A review of the current market shows
some interesting answers, and also explains
how the number of homes being sold is
nearly 10 percent higher than last year and
the average prices are 12 percent higher.
About 25 to 30 percent of the buyers
have been investor/developers for nearly
three years now. Two or three investors in
particular did more than five projects each
in the Palisades during the last year, and another half dozen or so investors have built
two projects each during the same period.
The percentage of homes bought by
people who already live in the Palisades increased from an average of 23 percent to

nearly 30 percent in recent months, while
purchases made by buyers from Santa Monica decreased from about 23 percent to 15
percent. There has been an increase in the
number of out-of-state buyers as well as
families relocating from other areas of Los
Angeles County and Northern California.
Clearly the Palisades’ appeal is stronger than
ever, especially for younger, new families.
This market has become increasingly
frustrating for many “seasoned” buyers. A
well-priced new listing will receive multiple
offers quickly, and sometimes is snagged
within a couple of days.
For example, in the Huntington Palisades there have been three recent listings
that received three to seven offers and then
entered escrow over asking.
In the Alphabet streets there have been
three multiple-offer situations this month,
one of which sold within a day of being
put on the market. Undoubtedly, a highly
committed buyer made an irresistible preemptive offer that the seller was impelled
to accept on the first day of marketing.

Furthermore, a handful of properties
have been purchased before construction
was even completed.
A steady growth of younger families has
been a noticeable trend over the past three
years. A fair number of these buyers are fortunate to have received substantial funds
through their families, which has enabled
them to qualify for loans that are still available at interest rates under four percent.
Many of these buyers are attracted to the
Village lifestyle, especially with the Caruso
Affiliated project now underway (and scheduled for completion by the end of 2017).
I believe that this unprecedented market
strength will continue to some extent at
least until either the cost of money (interest rates) or the homes available for purchase increases considerably.
For the past 29 years Michael Edlen has provided real estate counseling services to prospective buyers and sellers and has sold over $1.5
billion. More tips and information are available on MichaelEdlen.com. Call (310) 2307373 or visit: Michael@MichaelEdlen.com.
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Diamond’s Novel Shelter Us Debuts
F
amily and friends will hold a launch store in the Brentwood Country Mart on
party for Laura Diamond’s debut 26th Street in Santa Monica. The public
novel, Shelter Us, from 6:30 to 7:30 is invited.
p.m. on Tuesday, June 9, at Diesel BookAll proceeds from Diamond’s book signing will be donated to PATH (People Assisting the Homeless), where she sits on the
board of trustees.
Shelter Us, which is set in Pacific Palisades, where Diamond lives, is recommended by the Library Journal and has
received advance praise from New York
Times bestselling author Christina Baker
Kline, as well as local literary luminaries
Aimee Bender and Gina B. Nahai.
“Shelter Us is a beautiful novel that
strikes every emotional chord—hope and
fear, love and loss, betrayal and forgiveness,”
says Lori Nelson Spielman, bestselling author of The Life List. “Laura Nicole Diamond is a talent. Her moving story will
resonate with anyone who has ever walked
Laura Diamond
past a homeless person and wondered,

OomPaPa Band Seeks Members
Players of all instruments and all ages (also flag bearers) are needed to join the
local OomPaPa Band as it prepares for the upcoming Fourth of July parade.
Practices are every Saturday beginning June 6 at 10:30 a.m. at the corner of
Pampas Ricas and Ocampo Drive. Join co-chairs Phyllis Schlessinger and Margot
Morrison in growing this community-based band.
Contact: Morrison (310) 459-3516 or email margmet@earthlink.net.

NEW LISTING
631 Palmera
Avenue
3Bedroom • 2Bath
Offered at
$1,749,000

‘Could I make a difference?’ With flawed
characters who come alive on the page,
Diamond captures her readers with honesty and heart.”
A Palisades native, Diamond graduated
from PaliHi and the University of Pennsylvania, where she met her husband, Christopher Heisen.
She attended UC Berkeley Law School
and practiced law with the Center for Law
in the Public Interest for seven years, during
which time their first son Aaron was born.
In 2003, when Aaron was two years old,
Laura decided to take what she called a

“temporary, indefinite leave” from her law
practice. She began devoting more time
to writing, which had until then only been
a private hobby, and also gave birth to another son, Emmett, in 2004.
Laura published her first book, an anthology of personal essays and poems by 20
writers (herself included) called Deliver Me:
True Confessions of Motherhood, in 2007.
Today, she writes about family, parenting and social-justice causes on her web
site, www.LauraNicoleDiamond.com and
for several publications. She also has a blog:
www.Confessionsofmotherhood.com.

Science and Scripture Analyzed
Biochemist Fazale (Fuz) Rana will talk
about “Origins of Life: Science, Evolution
and Bible Models” at 10 a.m., Sunday, May
31 at the Palisades Lutheran Church, 15905
Sunset Blvd. (corner of El Medio).
His talk will address two questions: “Can
science and scripture fit together?” And
“Does science disprove the Bible?”
The talk will be followed by a Q & A at
11 a.m., and a free potluck lunch at 11:45.
The public is invited. Call: (310) 459-2358.
Prior to the talk, an abbreviated church
service will be held from 9:30 to 9:50 a.m.,
sans a sermon.

Rana, who has a Ph.D. in chemistry with
an emphasis in biochemistry from Ohio
University, is vice president of research and
apologetics at Reasons to Believe, an organization dedicated to demonstrating the
compatibility of science and Christianity.
He is the author of Creating Life in the Lab.
Visit: reasons.org.

JUMBLE SOLUTION

Get Plugged In.
Overwhelmed by technology? Want to learn more
about your computer and your electronics?
Do you want a new home theater system?
I have all the Solutions!

Ramis Sadrieh, MBA

BRETT C. DUFFY

BRETT DUFFY
REAL ESTATE

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
881 Alma Real Drive, Suite 100
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272
(310) 230-3716 / brettduffy@bhhscal.com
©2015 An Independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. CalBRE# 01241284

Former Mr. Palisades ‘93 • Best New Business, 2005
Chamber President 2009-10 • PAPA President 2011 & 2012

Proud to Be Serving the Palisades Community!

Technology for You! ®
Solutions from Us!
Dependable, Quality Service • In Home or Office
Consulting • Sales • Installation • Maintenance

(310) 597-5984
www.technologyforyou.com
Computer Hardware/Software Installation, Repair & Training
Setup Wireless/Wired Networks and Home-Theater Systems
Authorized Dealer of
and
Computers and Electronics
Configure Smartphones, iPods, and other Gadgets
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Billauer Heads ‘Life Rolls On’
By TYLER KECKEISEN
Sports Editor

I

t all changed in a blink of an eye. Jesse
Billauer, a high school amateur surfer,
was ranked as one of the top 100 surfers
in the work, and had plans to become a
professional.
But on March 25, 1996, everything
changed.
After transferring from Palisades High
School, it was during Billauer’s junior year
at Malibu High School when he went to the

ocean for a short surfing session.
After a few stunts in the water, a wave
slammed him into the sand and he suffered
a spinal cord injury that resulted in quadriplegia. He lost the ability to walk and had
limited mobility of his arms and hands.
His plans for the future were gone.
But Billauer was determined to not relinquish his passion. Instead of feeling sorry
for himself, he saw this hurdle as a challenge: making his way back into the water.
After two years of vigorous rehab work,
Billauer finally accomplished his goal. “I
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was stoked getting back to the water,” he
said. “After the accident I still kept a positive attitude about surfing and I could not
have done it without the support from my
friends and family.”
Cecile Billauer Gifford, his mother, was
confident her son would surf again. “Jesse
always figured out a way to get what he
wanted,” she said.
The accident also gave him a new direction: Billauer started working to make an
impact on the lives of thousands of people
living with paralysis. He created the “Life
Rolls On” (LRO) Foundation in 2002, which
raises paralysis awareness by giving individuals inspiration to pursue their dreams.
“Open up your mind and horizons and
find out what your passion is and go for
that passion,” Billauer said. “If you are paralyzed for life and can’t pursue basketball,
than strive to become the best wheelchair
basketball player.”
On May 30, “They Will Surf Again,” one
of nine annual LRO events (one skating
and eight surfing), will be held in Santa
Monica. Each event stresses the same mission: “Our world as you know it can change
in an instant and you should not wait for a
tragedy to tell those important to you that
you love them,” Billauer, 36, said. “No matter how bad things may appear, happiness
is just a positive thought away.”
About 100 surfers who are paralyzed or
have special needs will pair with 300 volunteers to ride the waves (Visit: liferollson.org).
The event is from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 2600
Barnard Way (near Lifeguard Tower 28).
“We want to pass that ‘happy’ attitude
to those who are facing adversity with lifechanging injuries,” Billauer said. “That positive feeling will help motivate individuals
to get back to their passion and follow it no
matter what.” Each of LRO’s programs offers the opportunity for the physically disabled to open their minds and to be

thankful for the opportunity to still be alive.
“He really enjoys helping the kids get out
of their chair. It makes him feel like a proud
dad,’” said Gifford, a realtor for Berkshire
Hathaway. “Jesse turned this tragedy into a
great cause by focusing on helping others.
He is making a difference.”
Having his mother’s support kept Jesse
positive during his recovery. “It was hard to
see him go from being a great athlete before
the accident to being disabled,” Gifford said.
“I had to learn to give him space and only
help him when he asked for it.”
Featured in the surf epic Step Into Liquid,
Billauer’s life has also been made into an
award-winning documentary, Jesse’s Story.
He has been the recipient of numerous
awards, including Nike’s Casey Martin
Award, Open Hearts Foundation’s Sports
Award and the Malibu Surfing Association’s
Lifetime Achievement Award. Each year he
inspires millions of people through speaking
engagements and television appearances.
“I learned it was more than just thinking
about yourself,” said Billauer, who now lives
with his wife, Samanta Pearson, in Westchester. “It’s more about helping out others and making a difference in their lives.”
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Jesse Billauer and wife Samanta at a “Life Rolls On” surfing event.
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Crime Trio to Speak Here May 28
G

eorge Fong, Sheila Lowe and Connie di Marco will address violent
crime in life and fiction at the
monthly “Food for Thought” series on
Thursday, May 28, after the free luncheon
at 11:30 a.m. in the Palisades Presbyterian
Church’s community room, Janes Hall. A
Q & A period will follow.
Fong is ESPN’s Director of Global Security for the western United States and
the Pacific Rim. For 27 years, he was an
FBI special agent investigating violent
crimes that included kidnapping, extortion, serial killers, crimes against children,
bank robbery, drug trafficking, fugitives
and Asian gangs.
A member of the FBI’s Evidence Response Team and a certified undercover
agent, Fong also served as the FBI’s lead instructor at the international law enforcement academy in Budapest. He was deputy
program director of the National Gang Intelligence Center and unit chief of the violent gang program in Washington, D.C.
Fong will discuss his book, Fragmented.
Lowe, like her fictional character Claudia Rose in the award-winning forensic
handwriting mysteries series, is a real-life
forensic handwriting expert who testifies
in court cases. She is the author of the acclaimed The Complete Idiot’s Guide to
Handwriting Analysis, Handwriting of the

George Fong, Sheila Lowe and Connie di Marco will speak on crime and mystery books at the next Food for Thought series.
Famous & Infamous and Handwriting Analyzer software. She is also president of the
American Handwriting Analysis Foundation, a nonprofit organization that promotes education about handwriting.
Lowe, who has a master’s degree in psychology, lectures extensively. Her analyses
of celebrity handwritings can be seen in
various media, such as an L.A. Times article discussing just what the signatures of
the Dodgers and the Angels players reveal
about their personalities. Her most recent
novel is Inkslinger’s Ball.
Di Marco, writing as Connie Archer, is
the national bestselling author of the Soup

Lover’s Mystery series from Penguin Random House (Berkley Prime Crime), including A Spoonful of Murder, A Broth of
Betrayal, A Roux of Revenge and Ladle to
the Grave. The fifth book in this series will
be released in spring 2016.
She is a member of Mystery Writers of
America, International Thriller Writers and
Sisters in Crime, and will chair the writing
craft panels at the California Crime Writers
Conference this June in Culver City.
Call (310) 454-0366 to make reservations for the complimentary luncheon, so
that the appropriate amount of food can
be prepared.

Art Association Meeting
The Pacific Palisades Art Association will
hold its monthly meeting at 6:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, May 26, at the Woman’s Club, 901
Haverford Ave.
Friends, family and potential new members are welcome. Current members are
asked to bring one, two or three pieces of
work to discuss with other members.
President Annette Alexakis is providing
cups, napkins and cutlery, but members are
asked to bring utensils to serve with their
potluck contribution. Call: (310) 459-8370.
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Waddington Pens Disorder in the Court
By LAUREL BUSBY
Staff Writer

one . . . I wouldn’t do it.” He noted that currently the legal aspects of these types of cases
have changed. “Now it’s a little bit different.”
he U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of ApFor 18 years, Waddington has regularly
peals is not appealing to Judge
written pieces for the L.A. Daily Journal,
Lawrence (Larry) Waddington.
a legal publication. Four years ago, he also
The retired Los Angeles Superior Court
published the novel Deliver Us From Evil,
judge has written a new book detailing his
about a Catholic priest embroiled in a forviews on the court’s decisions, which he
eign revolution.
argues often involve a misuse of court auThe former Fulbright scholar has also
thority to create policy instead of simply
written legal manuals, including the first
resolving cases and controversies.
search-warrant manual for the state of CaliDisorder in the Court, which Waddingfornia and guidelines for lawyers’ presence
ton self-published, stems from seven years
at police lineups.
of research on varied Ninth circuit deci“I went all over the country speaking
sions ranging from education to prisonabout lineups,” Waddington said, including
ers’ rights cases.
places where procedural problems were
“The court has confirmed only a paucity
endemic. “I told them, ‘If you don’t have
of death-penalty cases in the last decade.
a lawyer at the lineup, then the judge disThey just delay and delay and delay,” said
misses the case—follow the guidelines and
Waddington, 80, who moved to Pacific Palyou won’t lose your cases.’”
isades when he was 21. “They’ve increasHe and his wife of 38 years, Jane, have
ingly become advocates for social justice.” Palisadian Judge Lawrence Waddington is the author of Disorder in the Court. Photo: Tom Hofer five adult children and live in Santa MonWaddington said in his book he works Superior Court just before leaving office. media frenzy during the case. “I had half the ica Canyon.
to present the legal decisions of the court, Waddington stayed on the court for 21 world in my courtroom. I basically would
Disorder in the Court is available on
which handles the appeals of federal and years trying mostly civil cases, which he have been permitting someone to kill some- Amazon ($12.50 paperback).
state courts in the western United States, in preferred to criminal trials.
a clear manner that doesn’t require knowl“I had seen enough brutality and torture.
edge of legal lingo. He also breaks the book It was time for a change,” said Waddington,
into chapters on varied topics to allow who, since retiring as a judge, has taught
Linda Jackson, artistic director of the Los into slavery in Egypt. A military commander,
people simply to dip into areas of interest arbitration law at Fordham University,
Angeles
Metropolitan Opera Company, Radames, struggles to choose between his
without needing to read the entire work. Pepperdine University and also in Italy to
has
announced
performances of Giuseppe love for her and his loyalty to the Pharaoh.
Waddington’s knowledge of legal issues lawyers, judges and students.
Verdi’s
opera
Aida.
To complicate the story further, Radames is
stems from a career that began in 1956,
Waddington had some intriguing cases
The
opera
will
be
performed
June
6
at
7
loved by the Pharaoh’s daughter Amneris,
when he graduated from UCLA Law School. during his time on the bench. One of his
p.m.
and
June
7
at
2:30
p.m.
at
the
St.
Monica
although he does not return the feeling.
After graduation, he worked as a deputy most memorable cases involved a hospital
Cantwell
Auditorium,
1039
Seventh
St.
in
Jackson, who won a Pacific Palisades
district attorney for L.A. County. In 1971, patient with a conservator who wanted the
Santa
Monica.
There
will
be
3
p.m.
matinees
Community
Council Sparkplug Award for
the then-district attorney, Evelle Younger, hospital to end hydration and nutrition so
on
June
12
and
14
in
All
Souls
Chapel
at
the
her
effort
to
bring opera locally, will also
was elected as state attorney general and the patient would die.
Good
Samaritan
Hospital,
637
S.
Lucas
Ave.
partner
this
summer
with the L.A. Library
brought Waddington with him as assistant
“The hospital refused to do it, so they sued
The
opera
was
first
performed
in
Deteen
reading
program.
The nonprofit Los
attorney general.
the hospital. I said ‘No, the hospital is right.’
cember
1871.
Aida
was
initially
commisAngeles
Metropolitan
Opera
was founded
Then in 1978, then-Governor Ronald That was the first case ever on that subject,”
sioned
for
the
opening
of
a
new
opera
in
2008
by
sopranos
Ella
Lee
and Jackson
Reagan appointed Waddington to the L.A. said Waddington, who was at the center of a
house in Cairo, Egypt, but was not com- for the sole purpose of preserving the oppleted in time.
eratic art form.
The story revolves around Aida, an EthiVisit: losangelesmet.com or call (310)
opian
princess
who
is
captured
and
brought
459-5586.
Blow Dry Bar + Beauty Supply

T

See Aida in Santa Monica

HOLLY DAVIS

MICHÉLE

Blow Drys $40+

1030 Swarthmore Avenue •

(310) 454-8022

PREVIEWS ESTATES DIRECTOR

310.230.7377
hollydavis@coldwellbanker.com
www.hollydavis.com
BRE #00646387

Actual Client

Whether you are buying or selling a home,
condominium or income property, I will produce
the results you are looking for and have the
right to expect.

APT FOR RENT
1BD/1BA – $2595/MO

Unique Upper Aerie w/ small Patio,
Amazing Ocean, Mntns, & Sunset Views,
& Privacy! Quiet 50s Building with solarheated Swimming Pool, on-site Laundry,
on-site Manager, Parking space, lovely
Common Area, and close walking distance to Gelson’s Market. Safe, Convenient, great Ambiance. Pet Friendly.

THIRD MONTH FREE OFFER!
Call Jeff for details : (310) 573-0150

ATRIUM
HAIR SALON

“We Treat You Better!”
Free Toy w/ Kid’s Cuts

Get Your Grad
Haircuts Today!
_______________________________

Tuesday-Saturday 9-5

Senior Discount

860 Via de la Paz 424.272.9267
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Swimmers Maintain Supremacy
P

alisades High’s boys swim team won
its third straight City Section title on
May 15 at East L.A. College. The Pali
girls won for the sixth year in a row, and
the ninth time in 10 years.
The boys scored 600 points, with San
Pedro a distant second with 257. The girls
had 591, well ahead of runner-up Cleveland with 277.
“We’re thrilled for our school, our team
and all of the swimmers who had personal
bests,” said head coach Maggie Nance, noting
that everyone in the varsity lineup made it
to the City finals. “We won five of six relays.
This is the fastest that Pali has ever been.”
Nineteen members of the PaliHi team,
about half of the varsity, qualified for the inaugural CIF State Championships on May
22-23 in Fresno. Swimmers who placed first
or second were automatically given a berth.
Additionally, the top three City divers
were invited to compete. PaliHi will send
Aviary Botansky (who placed second) and
Kenny Saab, who took third.
On the way to winning the City championships, Palisades broke three relay meet
records and one individual record. Junior

Kian Brouwer won the 100-meter butterfly.
Michael Cutidioc set a record in the 100
meter backstroke (51.90) and also took
third in the 50 freestyle (22.30). “This was
a big deal,” Nance said. “Michael was the
only kid to set an individual city record.”
The 200-meter medley relay of Cutidioc (backstoke), Lucas Silva (breastroke),

Photo: Craig Weston

Kian Brouwer (butterfly) and Kian Lotfi
(freestyle) set a record with 1:37.42.
The 400-meter free relay team of Zack
Senator, Bouwer, Hunter Loncar and Roy
Yoo went 3:09.66 for record.
And the girls’ 400-free relay of Leah Timmerman, Gillian Caverly, Dora Seggelke

and Mardell Ramirez took first with a
record 3:34.97.
Nance said, “We knew going in this was
going to be a meet about records and individual best times.”
Sophomore Brouwer was first in the
200-meter freestyle (1:41.10) and the 100meter butterfly (50.35).
Yoo, only a freshman, won the 50-meter
freestyle in 21.70, out-touching the second
place finisher by .04 of a second. He also
won the 100 freestyle (47.58).
Timmerman won the 100 breaststroke
(1:08.29) and was second in the 200 individual medley (2:13.05). Ramirez, a senior,
was first in the 100 freestyle (53.17) and second in the 100 backstroke (58.91). Caverly,
yet another promising freshman, won the
200 freestyle (1:54.02) and the 500 freestyle
(5.00.57). Nell El Souri placed first in the
50 freestyle (25.59).
Senator won the boys 500-meter freestyle (4:38.50).
Nance knows her athletes will face much
tougher competition at the State meet.
“California has some of the fastest swimmers in the nation,” she noted.

PaliHi Runners Look to Season Finals
By TYLER KECKEISEN
Sports Editor

P

alisades High’s track and field team
is revving up for the City prelims,
which will be held on May 21 at Cerritos College, and the championships a
week later.
Dolphins Coach Tony Ryan has one of the
top runners in the City in Marissa Williams.
“She has that desire others on the team
do not have,” Ryan said of the Cal Berkeleybound senior. “Even if she would be having
a bad day, she would still put in 110 percent

Baseball Update
PaliHi gained a berth in the City
playoffs by winning against Sylmar last
Saturday, 2-0, at home. Pitcher Jed
Moscot gave up only one hit, while
racking up nine strikeouts. The first
round of playoffs started yesterday,
with the 15th-seeded Dolphins playing second-seeded Chatsworth.

Volleyball Update
The Dolphins’ boys volleyball team
defeated Van Nuys 25-21, 25-20, 25-15
at home on May 14 in the City quarterfinals. They hosted Granada Hills in
semifinal action yesterday. Results were
not available by press time.

at practice.”
Williams’ high school career has been
spectacular. She is the reigning City Section champion in the 800, 1600, and 3200
meters. She achieved a personal best of
10:25.02 in the 3,200 at the Arcadia Invitational last spring and this season she
broke her previous mile time, running a
4:49.23, which earned her fifth place in
the Arcadia Invitational.
At the Redondo Nike Invitational on
March 15, Williams ran the 3200 in
10:25.93, which is the second fastest outdoor time among the nation’s high school
runners this year.
On March 28 at the Pasadena Games
Invitational, Williams won the 1600 in
4:50.71, breaking her own meet record time
of 4:52.56. An hour later, she placed third
in the 800 meters with a time of 2:23.17.
Ryan feels Williams’ leadership has had
a positive effect on her teammates. “It’s all
business with her as she questions her
teammates’ dedication when they cut corners in practice,” the coach said. “I wish
everyone had her mindset and dedication.”
Two other PaliHi runners to watch are
Doug McGee and Kendal Lake.
Last year, Lake ran the 300-meter hurdles in 47.12, and this year has improved
to 43.84.
“I think I can make a run for state this

Palisades High School Track Coach Tony Ryan jokes with athletes before practice.
Photo: Bart Bartholomew

year,” said Lake, a junior, who has already
received interest from Williams and Dennison Colleges.
“She has not been able to devote her full
time to practice, because of other commitments,” Ryan said, noting that Lake is one
of the better athletes on the team with untapped potential. “When she is here at
practice, she is full-on and on-point.”
Ryan said that junior Doug McGee, who
runs the 400 meters, is another athlete with

huge potential. “Doug has come out this
year being 100 percent committed, despite
some foot injuries earlier in the season,”
Ryan said. “He doesn’t complain. He just
shows up and does his work.
Doug made huge strides this season. He
beat his previous 400-meter time (54 seconds) by running a 52:72.”
McGee is confident he will make City
finals in his event this year. “I only went
to City last year because of relays.”
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PaliHi Teams Lose City Lacrosse Finals
By SUE PASCOE
Editor

T

he Palisades High boys and girls
lacrosse teams hosted both City Section finals last Saturday, but each
team lost to perennial rival Birmingham.
GIRLS
The Pali girls lost 11-1, with senior Laura
Suisman scoring the lone goal. “We had opportunities, we just didn’t convert them,”
said Head Coach Betsy Economou. Also,
“Birmingham plays a zone defense and we
needed more practice time to learn how
to break it.”
The coach praised her goalie, Katie
Sabini, for a valiant effort against a talented, multi-player offense.
Sabini said after the game that this was the
fourth time the Dolphins have gone head to
head with the Patriots. “I was a little nervous
going into the game. We knew about their
high scorers and tried to shut them down.”
Pali did exactly that, but was unable to
stop other Birmingham players from
scoring, especially Genesis Discua, who
had four of the 11 goals, with the rest split
between six other players.
Winning coach Scott Silva said his team
(17-8 overall) peaked exactly when he
wanted them to. “They reached the apex
of the mountain today.”

One of PaliHi’s top scorers, Nate Galper, was neutralized by Birmingham’s tough defense.
Photo: Shelby Pascoe

This was Birmingham’s third City Section championship and Silva also praised
goalie Daphne Gomez, who helped anchor
a defense that was ranked second for fewest
goals allowed in the California South Region, according to LAXPower.
Economou, who became the team’s
coach in September, said she regrets that
she was in the hospital during the first half
of the lacrosse season. “I wish I could have
had more time to work with the girls.
There’s so much to teach. Coaching lacrosse

is about teaching commitment, communication, never giving up and respecting
those around you, including opponents,
teammates, officials and authorities.”
BOYS
Pali beat Birmingham twice during the
regular season, but when it counted, the
Patriots won the City title, 9-4. This was the
first time Pali has ever lost a City Section
game after 70 wins.
“We knew we could beat them,” said

Chris Iorio, the first-year coach at Birmingham, who played lacrosse while growing up in New York. “Our boys just had
the heart this time.”
With Birmingham leading 2-1 after one
quarter, Pali’s Andrew Davidson evened the
score. But the Patriots led 5-2 at halftime,
as senior Julio Larios, who made 17 saves
during the game, effectively neutralized
Pali’s top scorers, Nat Galper and Macchio
Rissone (who had 76 goals this season).
“That’s what we’ve been practicing the last
two weeks,” Iorio said with a big smile after
the game. He also noted that he had made
significant changes in the program he inherited. “It’s 180 degrees from last year. There
is discipline and there are consequences.”
Davidson had two goals for the Dolphins
and Zane Daily and Macchio Rissone each
scored once.
“My hat goes off to Birmingham, which
has brought their program so far,” said PaliHi coach Bryan (“Cutty”) Cuthbert. “It was
a hard-fought game.”
In an earlier Loyola game, PaliHi’s faceoff man Kobi Hans was injured and freshman Jake Takakjian stepped up to take his
place. “We must have won 80 percent of the
faceoffs,” Cutty said, praising Takakjian. He
also complimented sophomore goalie
Spencer Au, who last year played attack but
volunteered to try the position this year and
made numerous saves.

Estates Director & Westside Specialist Since 1988

FOR DYNAMIC REPRESENTATION,
CALL JOAN!

ALARMS

www.joansather.com
joan@joansather.com

Interactive alarms are now standard and keep you in
control. We install and maintain integrated alarm
systems to protect your home and family. Our local
state-of-the-art, 24-hour Central Monitoring Station
is staffed with professional operators ready to assist
you at home and in the community.

310.740.0302
CalBRE #00575771

PATROL/RESPONSE

Our academy-trained patrol officers ensure your
safety and security at home and in the community.
Highly trained and quick response, we are the most
effective patrol service in town.

CAMERAS

NEXT ISSUE: WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3

Palisades Patrol installs cameras that deliver exceptional
image quality, capturing more details and clearer
images versus competitive options. We monitor and
respond to camera monitoring.

Send us your comments and suggestions to
spascoe@palisadesnews.com

PALISADES PATROL
PPO 14191
ACO 6002
C10 899092

310.454.7741

15332 Antioch Street, #117 • Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 • Fax: (310) 459-7773

Gates Security Systems – Malibu Patrol – Conejo Valley Patrol – Brentwood Patrol

WWW.GATESSECURITY.COM

Get Your Advertising in Place Now!
Contact Jeff, (310) 573-0150 or jeffridgway@palisadesnews.com
or Grace at gracehiney@palisadesnews.com

THANK-YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS!
Please patronize them, and tell them
you saw their ad in the News!
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Football Camp Returns

COLLEGE GRADUATES

School for three years and has been a volunteer coach at the Palisades-Malibu
YMCA for nine years.
“I plan to teach the kids a lot about the
game of football, while making sure everyone has fun,” Tharen said.
Call (323) 574-0317 or email
ttodd337@hotmail.com.

PaliHi Hosts
Spring Concerts
Palisades High School will showcase its
visual and performing students with a variety of concerts in Mercer Hall. All start
at 7 p.m. and Palisades residents are invited to attend.
On Friday, May 22, teacher Terry Henderson will conduct his final jazz band concert. Henderson started teaching in 1984
and for the past 23 years has been at Pali.
This concert is free and a celebration of
his retirement.
The mixed choir, a capella choir and
soloists will perform on Tuesday, May 26.
The following night, May 27, the orchestra
will take the stage. On May 28, the dance
students will perform, and on May 29 the
series will conclude with the PaliHi band.
There is a suggested donation of $10.

Nick Lehrhoff
Earlier this month, Nick Lehrhoff graduated from Loyola Marymount University
with a BS in health and human science.
He was an Emergency Medical Technician
training officer at LMU for one year, and a
member of the Delta Sigma Phi fraternity.
For the past two years, he has volunteered
at the LAC-USC emergency room, which
he will continue to do.
After an upcoming road trip across the
country, the Windward School alumnus
will return to Southern California to work
on clinical research while studying for the
Medical College Admission Test.

Kaitlyn Anne Power
Kaitlyn Anne Power graduated with honors from Kenyon College in Gambier, Ohio,
with a bachelor’s degree in psychology.
Power attended St. Matthew’s school, followed by four years at Viewpoint High School.
She was on the volleyball team at Kenyon, and was also in Zeta Alpha Pi, where
she was in charge of the sorority’s community service program. During her
summer vacations, she volunteered at a
variety of places, including Camp Ronald
McDonald and Venice’s Neighborhood
Youth Association.
She will be working as a research assistant in child development at Pepperdine,
and plans to go to graduate school in 2016.

Editor’s note: If you have a college graduate and would like to share his/her
achievements, email Laurie Rosenthal at lrosenthal@palisadesnews.com
©2015 Kumon North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Coaches Todd Tharen and Stephen Hale
will host two sessions of football camp at
Palisades High School this summer.
The camp is for ages five to 12 years old
and runs Monday through Thursday from
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Sessions are June 8-11
and June 15-18.
The cost is $60 a day or $220 for the full
session. (If there are siblings, the cost is
$55 per day and $200 for the session.)
Kids bring their own lunch, but water and
snacks are provided.
Training will include, conditioning,
speed and agility; knowledge of rules and
learning how to play; wet water football
day; Capture the Flag and scrimmage
games.
“Kids will gain a fast knowledge of the
game and learn what it takes to compete
while having fun,” said Tharen, noting that
older kids will get to work with collegeskilled players at selected positions.
Tharen started playing football when he
was eight and received a football scholarship after playing at Fairfax High School.
He attended Marshall University in West
Virginia as a receiver/punt returner.
“I played with some truly great NFL
players including Randy Moss, Chad Pennington and Troy Brown in college,” said
Tharen, who has coached at Venice High
School for seven seasons, coached middle
school football at Calvary Christian
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Ryan Ebrahimi’s Ryan’s World took first
Jenna Chudacoff, Tessa Smigla, Shaelyn Smith, Rose Morris, Kira Prudente, Charlotte Costain and Anna Cooper won first place for place in the music video category.
Photo: Cynthia C. Peterson Photography
Photo: Cynthia C. Peterson Photography
live action for their film, The Potion.

Revere Showcases Student Films
By LAURIE ROSENTHAL
Staff Writer

A

red carpet adorned the auditorium
at the inaugural Paul Revere 1st
Annual Film Festival so the young
filmmakers could have a sense of what professionals have when their films are shown.
Revere mom Lisa Robins organized the
May 6 event, along with Revere instructional specialist Justin Koretz and teachers
Jon Hyman and David Steenhoek. Hyman
and Steenhoek judged the competition.
Robins presented the idea to the school
before her daughter, sixth-grader Tessa
Smigla, was a Revere student. “They were
very receptive and we ran with it,” Robins
says.
The festival, open to any Revere student,
the films that made up the festival included
animation/claymation, live action, public

service announcement (PSA), documentary, commercial and music video. The
young filmmakers handled all aspects of
production themselves: script, editing,
sound, props, costumes, special effects and
more. The result was an hour of creative
and entertaining films.
Twenty films were shown, made by
roughly 39 sixth, seventh and eight graders,
and winners were awarded in each category.
First-place winners included The Potion,
a live-action film by Lucien Block, Kira
Prudente, Tessa Smigla, Rose Morris, Charlotte Costain, Shaelyn Smith, Jenna Chudacoff and Anna Cooper; the PSA Water, by
Lenny Melamed; the animated David vs.
Goliath the Sequel, by Moses Baryotam;
and Ryan’s World, an animated music video
by Ryan Ebrahimi.
The technical achievement award went
to William Alexander Pitcher for Shadow

City, and the Spirit of the Festival Award
went to No Bullies Allowed by Jalen Haggins,
Anthony Pena and Zoey Starkman. The
latter also featured Assistant Principal Tom
Iannucci, who was a big hit with the crowd.
As part of the film festival, Robins
launched a guest speaker series held during
various lunchtimes throughout the school
year. All were professionals in the field, such
as director Scotty Bergstein (commercials);
writer/producer Andre Bormanis (Star
Trek); producer Corinne Bourdeau (documentaries/independent film); writer/producer Michael Ellis (The Wedding Planner);
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writer/director Karen Leigh Hopkins (Stepmom); and producer Ed Saxon (That Thing
You Do).
Prizes included cash, and gift certificates
to the Palisades Garden Café and The Yogurt Shoppe.
The allure of prizes is what first interested
8th grader Jessica Breitman, who was in
Luigi with Kortney Nash, Kendra Carter and
Tnsae Mulu. Though hoping to win tickets
to Knott’s Berry Farm was the impetus for
her involvement, Breitman says, “The most
fun part of making the movie was getting to
spend time with three of my close friends.”

BOOST YOUR SCORE
BETTER GRADES!
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SAT: 500+ points
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TCA Works to Protect Local Canyons

View of Santa Monica and the bay from the west ridge of Temescal Canyon.
By LIBBY MOTIKA
Palisades News Contributor
Photos by Jim Kenney

H

ternate Community Council representative,
map and membership chairman, Webmaster and finally, newsletter and hike schedule
editor. “My goal was always to keep this organization vibrant. I certainly didn’t want
this organization to go under,” Leacock says.
Incorporated as a nonprofit entity, TCA
came into being in response to a threat.
Temescal Canyon, north of Sunset, formerly owned by the Presbyterian Synod,
was slated to be developed for a golf driving range. TCA joined a cadre of activists

in a campaign to transfer the land to State
Parks. Their tactics relied upon volunteers
writing letters to officials in Sacramento,
attending L.A. City Council meetings and
walking the neighborhoods to bring awareness to the importance of preserving the
canyon as a natural environment.
The campaign was successful, helping
insure today’s Temescal Gateway Park. In
subsequent years, TCA helped protect
Temescal from a planned cross-mountain
highway from Reseda and fought to bring

ikers who set off for a day trek in
our local canyons appreciate the
fact that they can select from an
array of routes, tread well-marked trails,
ford streams on sturdy bridges and enjoy
the natural world unscathed by urban
blight or precarious obstacles.
This near idyllic picture is possible
thanks to the efforts of the Temescal Canyon Association, which for 43 years has
been dedicated to one task: caretaker, watchdog and advocate for the Santa Monica
Mountain canyons in Pacific Palisades.
Actually, the organization has always operated more like a neighborhood association than an institutional powerhouse,
beginning in 1972 when enthusiastic hikers
who lived on Bienveneda formed the nucleus of the association. Winston Salser
founded the group and soon neighbors Ed
and Jean Dillingham joined and brought
in Carol and the late Phil Leacock.
Phil Leacock served as president until he
passed away in 1990, and for the next 25
years Carol wielded the gavel. Perhaps, only
the gavel, as Carol modestly emphasizes the
almost miraculous sharing of managerial
duties. Her husband, Ted Mackie, is an in- TCA funded the creation of a long, colorful mural (facing the State park on Los Liones
valuable helpmate, whose duties include al- Drive) that depicts the canyon’s natural flora and fauna.

Los Liones Canyon into the local State Park
family. In that case, they mustered myriad
volunteers in the 1990s, who spent countless hardworking hours weeding, planting
and watering to transform what had been
a favorite dumping site into parkland.
Today, the park’s California native vegetation is flourishing and provides a welcoming environment for walks and picnickers.
Throughout its history, TCA has conducted weekly hikes in the Santa Monica
Mountains in the summer, and monthly
Sunday hikes during the remainder of the
year. With an active membership of 400
families, the organization is also engaged in
maintenance projects. The group has built
several bridges in Temescal Canyon, replacing
one lost to the fire in 1978 at the waterfall.
Under the direction of trail master Ron
Webster, TCA and the Sierra Club trails
crew, two popular hiking trails were created, one to connect Temescal Gateway
Park with Will Rogers; the other to connect
Gateway Park with Bienveneda Avenue.
TCA has planted over 19 trail signs
throughout the canyons that help hikers
with directions and mileage information.
In addition, the organization has published a hiking map of the local mountains
showing trails, fire roads and points of interest. The map is free to TCA members
or may be purchased at Temescal Geteway
(Continued on Page 21)
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Park, Bentons the Sport Shop, Will Rogers
and Palisades Bicycles, or InstaMail (both
located on Via de la Paz).
At the group’s annual meeting in February, Leacock stepped down from the presidency, turning over the duties to longtime
Palisadian and TCA member Gil Dembo,
who sits on the Community Council as the
environmental representative.
Gil and his wife Barbara have lived in
Pacific Palisades since 1965 and have three
grown children, and five grandchildren.
The founder of Dembo Realty in 1967, Gil
has stepped back from the company, which
is now being run by his son, Chuck.
Although no longer holding the title, Leacock will continue to do what she has always
loved—planning the annual hiking schedule. Responding to feedback from some
members, she has shortened several hikes
and added a variety of new adventures.
On March 22, the group traveled downtown from Culver City on the Expo Line
and investigated the sights of the center city.
On April 19, hikers trekked the three miles
from Malibu Creek State Park to Paramount Ranch to join the festivities at the
Banjo and Fiddle Festival.
The popular Tuesday evening summer
hikes returned on May 12 with a hike around
Will Rogers State Historic Park. All residents
are invited to meet in Temescal Gateway
Park for a hike that starts at 6 p.m. In order
to finish before dark, these hikes are usually
three to five miles and are not far afield.
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90-Year-Olds Feted
By Woman’s Club
The Pacific Palisades Woman’s Club will
host its annual luncheon honoring Palisadians 90 years and older on Saturday, June
6, from 12 to 2:30 p.m. at the clubhouse,
901 Haverford.
This free celebration will include lunch
and entertainment, including a visit by the
Santa Monica Oceanaires, a popular barbershop chorus.
Honorees (who are invited to bring a
guest) are asked to RSVP by May 25 to Fay
Vahdani at (310) 699-5885. Residents who
have turned 90 in the past year should call
Fay and provide their address so that she
can send a formal invitation.

TCA built this bridge at the Temescal waterfall (back in the days when we had waterfalls)
and several smaller bridges in Temescal and Los Liones Canyons.

Singer Needed
For Race Start

As for future plans, Dembo plans to pull
the organization into the digital age. A request for email addresses has accompanied
the most recent newsletter and hike signup sheets.
TCA will also keep up its watchdog role,
says Dembo, whose wife Barbara served as
the group’s treasurer for many years. “We
will continue to keep our eye on developments in Potrero Canyon to make sure that
there will be public access from the Palisades to the City park currently being built

Are you a professional singer or want to
be a professional singer? If so, the Will Rogers 5/10K race organizers are looking for
someone to sing the National Anthem before the annual run starts on July 4 at 8 a.m.
Please send your name and information
to Bob Benton at bentons@earthlink.net.
Additionally, if you know someone you
think is tremendous singer, please email a
name and relevant information. For the
first time in the race’s 38-year history, auditions will be held.

on property stretching about a mile in
Potrero Canyon from the Recreation Center to PCH.”
As the decades have seen California’s
state parks struggle under budget limitations, personnel shortages and the mixed
blessing of increased trail counts, TCA’s role
remains vital to the protection of these
jewels in the Santa Monica Mountains.
For more information and hike information, visit temcanyon.org or call (310)
454-4186.
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PINOCCHIO in Cucina
970 Monument St., Pacific Palisades • (310) 454-0709

P

inocchio has provided our village
with terrific Italian food for about
12 years, the last two years under
the sole propriety of Chef Pino. He has
created a “New Age” Italian deli and adds
new recipes constantly while keeping all
of our favorite dishes on the menu.
With its charming outdoor patio setting surrounded by trees and its cozy interior, Pinocchio is delightful for lunch
or an early dinner. As it was chilly, my
daughter and I chose the interior setting
with its whimsical decorations, charming Italian
posters and a tree with its little birds, along with lively
Italian music softly playing in the background.
We were treated to a number of Chef Pino’s new salads,
pastas and even pizza slices. The chopped salad with its
small bits of roasted bell peppers, grilled chicken, bacon
and salami, boiled eggs with gorgonzola cheese and romaine
lettuce, tossed with a delicious balsamic vinaigrette, was
so tasty that we found ourselves eating more than planned.
Next came the kale salad with toasted almonds, tomato
and cucumber with Pecorino cheese and a touch of thin
apple slices for sweetness in a delightful Italian dressing. If
kale is not to your liking, just try this! It will win you over.
Another top choice is the arrugola (arugula) with
cucumber and tomato, topped with warm grilled shrimp
in an olive oil and lemon juice dressing, with a touch
of mustard. The salads, such as my old favorite, the

pear and gorgonzola with fresh pear,
candied pecans, gorgonzola cheese with
arrugola and spinach in their excellent
balsamic vinaigrette, are $8.99 for the
full portion, or $6.50 for the half size.
An all-new treat was the rissotto with
figs and goat cheese with arrugola. The
sweetness of the figs gave the rissotto
special flavor.
Penne pasta with bits of chicken and
asparagus in a pink tomato sauce was
terrific, but the linguini with zucchini
and shrimp in a white wine sauce was even tastier.
Pasta al Forno with baked riggatoni with meat sauce,
mushrooms and peas with mozzarella was also delicious.
Most of these pastas or rissotto dishes are served in full
or half portions with prices in the $8.99 to $13.99 range
for full portions to $6.99 to $8.99 for the half servings.
Remember here, serving sizes are generous.
Naturally, there are 12 pizzas in the 16” or 12” size. We
sampled two: one had mixed mushrooms and mozzarella
with truffle oil, and the second, my favorite, La Pizza
Etna, had tomato sauce, mozzarella, goat cheese, spinach,
red onions, capers and garlic. If this sounds like a lot of
food, it was, but happily, leftovers went home with my
daughter for her ever-growing 15-year-old son.
There are also 14 entrees including several chicken
dishes, turkey meatballs, eggplant parmigiana, osso
bucco, salmon and Dover sole. Burgers are a half-pound

SERVING DINNER
NIGHTLY

of beef on a grilled sesame bun and served with a side
of roasted potatoes.
There is a kid’s menu, and on Monday and Wednesday,
kids under 10 eat free. (One free kid’s meal with an
adult purchase).
Pinocchio is open Monday through Thursday from
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. On Friday and Saturday they are open
until 8:30 p.m. and Sunday they open at 10:30 a.m. There
is validated underground parking.
Pinocchio also does catering with finger foods and
pre-set menus for your dinner party with prices from
$15 per person to $35 per person depending on the
number of items and selections.
— GRACE HINEY
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170 W. Channel Road, Santa Monica Canyon
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Outstanding Representation since 1987
310.429.9833
LUXURY PROPERTY SPECIALIST

bettyjo@bettyjotilley.com
www.bettyjotilley.com
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MichaelEdlen.com
Over 1,200 homes sold and $1.5 BILLION in home sales
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